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Enclo sed are a l l t h e document s that this Dir ectorate has on 
• u Pos • and they are provi ded a s responsive t o your r equest. 

There may be additional records on "UFos• at the National 
Archi ves and Records Admin i str ation (NARA). Their address is: 
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860 1 Adelphi Road 
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Fi cti on in the New Mexico DesertN and nThe Roswell Report: Case 
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U.S. Government Printing Office 
Superintendent of Documents 
Mail Stop ; SSOP 
Washington, DC 2 0402-9328 
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DEPARTMENT OF" THE NAVY 
O~FICE Of" NA\IAL RESEARC.l-'1 . 
ARLINGTON . \IIRGIN I.l. ZZ217 

Information Sheet 

Philadelphia Experirrent: UFO's 

. .. "l"l" .. (l(lo ' '· 

Over the years the Navy has received innumerable gueries about the 
socalled •Philadelphia Experiment" or "Project" and the alleged role 
of the Office of Naval Research (ONR) in it. The majority of these 
inauiries are directed to the Office of Naval Research or to the Fourth 

~ 

Naval District in Philadelphia. The frequency of these queries predict-
ably intensifies each time the experiment is mentioned by the popular 
press , often in a science fiction book. 

Tne genesis of the Philadelphia Experiment myth dates back t o 1955 with 
the publication of The case for UFO's by the late Morris K. Jessup. 

0 

Some time after the publication of the . book, Jessup received correspond
ence from a Carlos Miguel Allende, who gave his address as R.D. tl, Box 
223, New I<ensington, PA. In his correspondence Allende colTITiented on 
Jessup•s book and gave de t ails of an alleged secret naval experiment 
conducted by the Navy in Philadelphia in 1943. During the experiment, 
according t o Allende, a ship was rendered invisible and teleported to 
and from Norfolk in a few minutes, with some terrible aftereffects for 
crew l'l'P~rs. Supposedly, this incredible feat was acconplished by , 
applying Einstein's "unified field" theory. Allende cl aimed that he had 
wi tnessed the experiment from another ship and that the incident was 
reported in a Philadelphia ne"'•spaper. The identity of the newspaper has 
never been established. Similarly, the identity of Allende is unknown, 
and no information exists on his present address. 

In 1956 a copy of J essup's book was mailed anonyrrously to ONR. The pages 
of the book were interspersed with hand written comments which alleged 
a knowledge of UFO's, their means of notion, the culture and ethos of 
the beings occupying these UFO's, described in pseudo-scienti fic and 
incoherent terms. 

Two officers, then assigned to ONR, took a personal interest in the 
txx>k. and showed it to Jessup. Jessup concluded that the writer of 
the co~nts on his tx>ok was the same person who had written him about 
the Philadelphia Experiment. These two officers personally had the book 
retyped and arranged for the reprint, in typewritten form, of 25 copies. 
Tne officers and their personal belongings have left ~~ rrany years ago, 
and 0~ 6oes not have a file copy of the annotated book. 
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Review 

of the 

Uniftrsity of Colorado Report on Unidentified Flying Objects 

by a 

Panel or the National A.cademy of Sd.enees 

The Panel wu appointed in the latter part of October and early 
Noftmber 1968. The charge to the Panel was "to provide an independent 
&!sessment or the scope, methodology, and findings or the (University 
or Colorado) study as reflected in the (University's) Report." While 
the Panel largely restricted its review to this charge, it was thought 
both appro~iate and necessary that the Panel become familiar with various 
scientific points of View u presented in other publications and reports 
by technically trained persons. 

It w~ not the ta:tk or the Panel to oonduet its own study or OFOs 
or to inVite advccates, scientH"ically trained or not, or various points 
of view to hearings. The task was to study the University's Report 
and to as.sess: First, its scope; namely, did the Report, in the opinion 
or the Panel, COftr those topics that a scientU"ic study or UFO snencaena 
should have embraced? Seoond, 1 t.s methodology; namely, did the Report, 
in the opinion of the Panel, reveal an acceptabl~ scientific methodology 
and approach to the subject? Third, its r1ndings; namely, were the 
oonclu:sioms and interpretations warranted by the eVidence and analyses 
as presented in . the Report and were they reasonable? 

In the course of its review the Panel oorusul ted papers on the same 
subject by technically trained persons (tor enmple, Wllliam Markowitz, 
"The Physics and Heta~ysics of Unidentir1ed Flying Objects," Scienoe, 
157 ( 1967), pp. 1274-79. Jam~ E. McDonald, "Science, Technology, and 
UFOs," pr~ented January 26, 1968, at a General Seminar of the United 
A ircrart Research Laboratories, East Hartrord, Conneeti cut. James E. 
M cDonal c1, "UFOs - An International S c1 en tit 1 o Problem," pres en ted March 
12, 1968, at the Canadian Aeronautics and Space Institute Astronautics 
Symposi \D, Montreal , Canada. James E. HeD onal d, "Statement on International 
Scientific A.speets or the Problems ot Unidentified Flying Objects," 
sent to the United Natioms on June 7, 1967. Donald H. Henzel, Flrtns 
Saucers, Harvard University Press (Cambridge, 1952). I>onald H. Menzel 
and Lyle G. BoYt{, The World of Fl Saucers, Doubleday (New York, 
1963). rt of f n1 

_,' 1953. 
hoc tte to R 

~~~~Jm~~!!!!li=.!fW~L!;~ e ng:s fore t 
on Scienee an stronaut ~, U. . House or Representatives, 
Congress, Seoond Session, July 29, 1 968) . 

' 1 
C<mmittee 

Ninetieth 

• 
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P~rsonnel a~ the Fourth Naval District believe that the ouestions -surrounding the so-called -Philadelphia Experiment" arise from quite 
routine research which occurred during World War 11 at the Philadelphia 
Naval Shipyard. Until recently, it was believed that the foundation for 
the apocryphal stories arose from degaussing experi~nts which have the 
effect of making a ship undetectable or "invisible" to magnetic mines. 
~ther likely genesis of the bizarre stories about levitation, telepor
tation and effec:;ts on human crew menbers might be attributed to experi
ments with the generating plant of a destroyer, the USS TI~. In 
the 1950's this ship was part of an experiment to test the effects of a 
small, high frequency generator providing l,OOOhz instead of the standard 
400hz. The higher frequency generator produced corona discharges, and 
other well known phenonena associated with high frequency generators. None 
of the crew suffered effects from the experiment. 

ONR has never conducted any investigations on invisibility, either in 
1943 or at any other time (ONR was established in 1946.} In view of 
present scientific knowledge, ONR scientists do not believe that such an 
experiment could be possible except in the realm of science fiction. 

' 
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The Air For.ce investigation of UFOs began in 1948 and wa.s known as Project Sign. 
Later the name was changed to Project Grudge, and in 1953 it became Project Blue Book. 
Between 1948 and 1969, the Air Force investigated 12,618 reported sightings. 

The following is a statistiCal listing of reported UFO sight ings during the Air Force 
investigation: 

YEAR 

. 1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 . 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 

TOTAL 

LFO SICHTINGS I 91&7 - "'' 

TOTAL SIGHTINGS 

122 
156 
186 
210 
169 

I ,501 
509 
487 
545 
670 

1,006 
627 
390 
557 
591 
474 
399 
562 
887 

I, 112 
937 
375 
146 

12,618 

. 

Lt-.IIDENT I FlED 

12 
7 

22 
27 
22 

303 
42 
46 
24 
14 
14 
10 
12 
l4 
13 
15 
14 
19 
16 
32 
19 
3 
I 

701 

Of these total sightings, II ,917 were found to have been caused by material objects 
(such as balloons, sateUites and aircraft), immaterial objects (such as lightning, 
reflections and other natural phenomena), astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, the 
sun and the moon), weather conditions and hoaxes. As indicated, only 701 reported 
sightings remain unexplained. 

On December 17, 1969, the secretory of the Air Force announced the termination of 
Project Blue Book • 
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on Deee~~e~ 17, 1969 the Seereta~y of the Air Force announced the 
termi nation of Project Blue Book. 

Th~ decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on an 
evaluation of a report prepared by the Unive~sity of Colorado entitled, 
"Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review or the Univer
sity of Colorado's report by the National Academy of Sciences; past 
UFO studies; and Air Force experienc~ investigating UFO reports for 
two decades. 

. 
As a re:sult of these investigations an~ stu·!ie:s, and exJ)e~ience 

gained from investigating UFO reports since ,948, the conclusions or 
Project Blue Book were: {1) no UFO reported, investigated, and evalu
ated by the Air Foree has ever given any indication of threat to our 
national security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or dis
cov,red by the Air Foree that sightings categorized •s ~unidentified" 
represent technological developments or principles beyond the range 
of present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence 
indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" are extrater
restrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Foree regulation 
establishing and controlling the program for 1nvest1gattng and analyzing 
UFOs was rescinded. All documentation regarding the former Blue Book 
1nvestigati~n was permanently transferred to the Modern Military Branch, 
National Archtves and Records Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Wa$h1ngton, D.C. 20408, and is available for public review and analysis • .. 

In ,977. President Cart~r asked the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administ~ation (NASA) to look into the possibility or resumins UFO investi
ga~ions After studying all the facts available, they decided that 
nothi~~ ~oul~ be gained by further investigation. The Air Force agrees 
w! t~ ~.t!3t dec:!.sior.. 1 r, however, firm evidence is round justifying 
r~~the~ investigation. an appropriate agency will be directed to under
take the effor<;. 

Th~re are a numbe~ of universities and professional scientific 
organizations ~uch as the American Association for the Advancement of 
Sci ence, whieh have consider~d UFO phenomena during periodic meetings 
anc s~~inars. In addition, a list or private organizations inte~ested 
in aerial phe~~~ena ~4Y be round in Cale's Encyclopedia of Associations 
(Editio~ 9, Vol I, pp. U32-3). Such timely review of the situation 
rv ~rjv~t~ g~~ups i~s~res t~at s~un~ evidence will not be overlooked 
t'\y the s -.~ienttri~ coltl'lluni~y . 

Fo~ furthet ~ere~ence ma~erial, two doc~ments are available fro~ 
the lla~icnal Te~h~ical Information Service, U.S. Depar:ment cf Commerce, 
Sprin~fl~ld, VA 2?151: 

.:; . 
• 
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~-lent!fi~ ~tudv or Unidenttrted f'l 1n Oh eets. Study conducted 
by t.ne-!lni ver~ • ty or Colorado under contract f'4~ 20-76-C-0035. T~ree 
v~lumes. 1,~65 p. 68 plates. Photodu~liea~ed hard copies or the ofricia~ 
:-aJ.J~ .. ~ tr.3Y 't'l~ ordered ror ~f per volume, $18 th~ set or three, as ·AD 
5S0:97~, AD 680:976, and AD 680:977. 

Review o Un1vers1tv of Colo~ado Re o~t on Unidentified 
Flying Objects. Revi~w or report by a panel of the Nat!onal Academy 
nr Sciences. Na~ional Academy or Sciences, 1969, 6p. Phot~~Uplicat~d 
h~rd copie, may ~~ ordered for $3 as AD 688:5~1. 

. . . 
• 

• 
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REVIEW 

OF THE 

UNIVERSITY OF COLO!.lDO REPORT ON UNIDENTIFIED Ft. !ING OBJECTS 

BY 1 

PANEL OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 

Copyright, National Academy or Sciences, 1969. This book, or any parts 

thereof, may not be reproduced in any Corm without written permission 

rrom the publisher except that reproduction in wholet or 1n part, 1s 

permitted for any use of the United States Government. 

.-
• 
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'lbe Panel be@ii'n it.s review immediately after the Report became 
available on November 15, 1968, by an initial reading of the Report 
by each member of the Panel during a two-week period. The Panel convened 
on December 2 for a discu.:ssion of members' initial use:ssments, for 
consideration or the Panel's charge (scope, methodology, and finding:! 
in the Report), and for delineation or further steps in its review. 
The latter included the study ~f other documents presenting views and 
tindinp ~r technical! y trained persons (e.g., the documents c1 ted above ) , 
further eDmination of the Report's SI,ID!II&ry and findinp, and further 
directed study of specialized chapters ot the Report by appropriate 
a embers or the Panel. !let ens i w discuss 1 on , both by eo rres pon den ce 
and by telefbone, occurred during this period. The Panel met asain 
.on January 6, 1969, to conclude its deliberaticms and to p-epare its 
t1nc1inp, which are presented below. 

I. SOOPE 

The study by the University ot' Colorado oo•enoed in October 1966 
and continued tor about two years. Case stud1 es ot 59 reports of UFOs 
are pre:sented in detail, witb 68 platesi of tbese, ten reports predated 
the r:rojeot, but were so well documented that they were included. A 
chapter is devoted to UFOs in history, one to UFO study programs in 
foreign countries, and one to UFOs reported in the 20 years preceding 
the study. Ten chapters are devoted to perceptual pt obleass, processes 
of perception and reporting, psychologioal aspects or UFO reports, optics, 
radar, sonic 'boom t atmospheric electrioi ty and plasma interpretations, 
balloons, instrumentation for UFO searehes, and statistical analyses. 
( Twenty-tour appendixes add detaile<:t technical background to the study. 
Volume 4 concludes w1 th an index o·r 27 pages.) 

In our opinion the scope or the study was adequate to its purpose: 
a scientific s t udy of UFO phenomena. 

II. HETHODOLOOY 

As a rule, field trips were made to investigate UFO reports only 
if they were less than a year old. The Report states that nearly all 
UFO sighting are of short duration, seldom last an hour and usual! y 
tor a rew minutes. Thus most investigations consisted of interview 
with persons who made reports. Three tealll!l, usually consisting of two 
persons each (a physical scientist and a psychologist, were employed 
in field 1nvest1pt1ons where telephonic OOIIII'IZlication with UP'O-s1ght1·ng 
1nc1i vi duals pve hOpe of gaining added information. The aim wu to 
get a team to the site as quickly as possible after a reported sighting. 
( It was found that nearly all cases could be classified in such categories 
as pranks, hoaxes, naive interpretations, and various types or misinterpretations. 
A rew events, which did not rit these categories, are left tmexplained.) 

Materials and conditions amenable to laboratory approaches were _ 
investigated - e.g., alleged UFO parts by chemical analysis, automobile 
1jJlit1on failure by simulation studies' and oro ~otography by photogrammetri r 
analyses. (0( 35 photographic cases i nvestigated, nine are said to 
give evidence of probable fabrication, seven are classified as natural 
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or man-made phenomena, twelve provided insufficient data for anal~is, 
and seven were considered to be possible fabrications; none proved to 
be "real objects with high strangeness." ) 

Teohni call y trained personne 1 were utili zed by the U ni. ve r s 1 t y. 
The University gz'Oup included a sub-group on field investigation:s of 
UFO reports; their narration and interpretations or cases are reasonable 
and adequate. Leading gt'Cups were engaged uncler contract for specialized 
work-- e.g., Stanford Research Institute on radar anomalies and a subsidiary 
or the Raytheon Corporation for photograDIII.etric analyses. Divergent 
Views or those rev scientists who have looked into · UFO:s were taken into 
account. The history or the subject was also surveyed, including the 
experiences in some other nations. Finally, extensive use was made 
or many specialists in various public and private laboratories. 

The Report makes clear that with the best means at our disposal, positive 
correlation or all UFO reports with identifiable, known phenomena is 
not possible. No study, past, current or future, can provide the basis 
for stating categorically that a familiar phenomenon will necessarily 
be linkable to every sighting. The Report 1! free or dogmatism 
on this matter. It is also clear, as one goes through the 
descriptions of UFO sightings, whether in the Report or in other literature, 
that while some incidents have no positive identification with familiar 
phenomena, they also have no positive identification with extraterrestrial 
visitors or artifacts. 

We think the methodology and approach were well chosen, in accordance 
with accepted standards of scientific investigation. 

UI. FINDINGS 

The study concludes (a) that about 90 percent of all UFO reports 
prove to be quite plausibly related to ordinary phenomena, (b) that 
little if anything hu COlle fraa the stuey or UFOs in the past 21 years 
that has added to scientific knowledge, and (c) that further extensive 
study or· UFo sightings is not justified in the expectation that science 
will be advanced thereby. At the same time it is emphasized in the 
Report that (c) is an opinion based on evidence now available. 

The Report's findings and evaluations -- essentially eight in number, 
presented in its first section -- are concerned with official secrecy 
on UFOs, UFOs as a possible defense hazard, the future governmental 
han411ng or OFO-sighting reports, and five of them relate to the question 
or wbat it any further investigation of O'FOs appear warranted in the 
light or the study. We paraphrase and s•mnarize these findings and · 
evaluations be:ow, appending our comments. 

1. On secrecy. Is the subject "shrouded in official secrecy"? 
The study found no basis for this contention. 

We accept this qnding or the stu.dy. 
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2. On defense. (a) I~ there eVidence that OFO sighting! may represent 
a defense hazard? No such e~idence came to light in the study. This, 
however, wu not an objective ot the study and was properly construed 
u a Department or Defense matter. (b) The Report !tates: "'l'he history 
ot the ~~&st 21 years bas repeatedly led Air Force officers to the conclusion 
that none or the thinp seen, or thOught to have been seen, which pass 
by the name or UFO reports • constituted any hazard or threat to national 
security." 

We 90'1 cur w1 t h the .. pos·i ti on described 1 n (a ). As to (b) , we round 
no evidence in the R~port or other lit!!Sture to contradict the quoted 
l!lta tement. · 

3. On future UFO sightinp. "The question :-emains u to what, 
it anything, tbe federal government shOuld do about the UFO reports 
it receives from the ,eneral public?" The Report found no basis tor 
activity related to such sighting reports "in the expectation that they 
are going to contriblte to the advance or science," blt the Department ot 
Defense should handle these in its normal surveillance operations with
out need tor such special units as Project Blue Book. 

We concur in this recommendation. 

4~. On further investiption. (4) shOuld the federal government 
"set up a major new agency, as some have susrested tor the scientific ~ 
study or OFOs"'l The study round no basis ror recollllllendation or this 
kind. (5) Would turtber extensive study ot UFO sightinas contribute 
to science? "'ur general conclusion is that nothing has come from the 
stuay or UFOs in the past 21 years that has added to scientific know-
ledge. The Report then notes that speo1t1c research topics may warrant 
consideration: ( 6) "There are important areas or atmospheric optics, 
including radio wave propagation, and ot atmospheric electricity in 
which present knowledge is quite incomplete. These topics come to our 
attention in connection with the interpretation or some UFO reports, 
but they are also or fundamental scientific interest, and they are relevant 
to practical problems related to the improvement or satety or military 
and civilian flying. Research efforts are being carried out 1n these 
areas by the Department or Defense, the Environmental Science Services 
Administration, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, and 
by universities and nonprofit research organizations suoh &l!l the National 
Center tor Atmospheric Research, Whose work is sponsored by the National 
Science Foundation." 

The Report also observes (7) that OFO reports and beliefs are also 
or interest to "the social scientist and the communications specialist." 
In these areas parti~larly - i.e., (6) and (7) - the study suggests 
{8) that "scientists with adequate training and credentials who do come 
up with a clearly defined, specific proposal" should be supported, implying 
that normal competitive procedures and assessments or proposals should 
be followed ~el"e as is customary. 
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We concur with these evaluations and recommendations. 

IV. PAN!l. CONCLUSION 

The ranse ot topics in the Report 1s extensive and its various 
chapters, dealins with many aspects or the subject, should prove of 
value to scholars in many fields. Ita analyses and findings are pertinent 
and usetul in any tuture assessment or activity in this field. We 
concur in the sugestina that no high priority in UFO 
investigations is warranted by data or the past two decades. 

We are unanimous in the opinion that this has been a very credi· 
table effort to apply objectively the relevant techniques or science 
to the solution or the UFO problem. The Report recognizes that there 
remain UFO sightinp that are not euily explained. The Report does 
suggest, however, so many reasonable and possible directions in which 
an explanation may eventually be round, that there seems to be no reason 
to attribute them to an extraterrestrial source without evidence that 
is much more convincins. The Report also sbows bow difficult it is 
to apply scientific methods to the occasional transient sightings with 
any chance or success. While further study or particular aspects or 
the topic (e.s., atmospheric phenomena) may be useful, a study or UFOs 
in general is not a promising way to expand scientitic understandina 
of the J)benomena. On the basis of present k:nowledse the least likely 
explanation or UFOS is the hypothesis or extraterrestrial visitations 
by intelligent beings. 

-Gerald M. Clemence, chairman; H. R. Crane, David M. Dennison, Wallace 
0. Fenn, H. Ketter Hartline, E. R. Hilgard, Mark Kec, Francis W. Reschelderier, 
William W. Rubey, C. D. Shane, Oswald G. Villar, Jr. 

Attachments: 

-List of Panel Members 
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P~ECT BLUE BOOK 

The United States Air Foree has the responsibility under the Oeputment or Defense for the 
investigation of unidentified Qytng objects (Uros). The name of this program, which ha.s been in 
operation since 1948, 1S Project Blue Book. It has been identified in the past a.s Project Sign and 
Project Grudge. 

Air Force interest in unidentified Qying objects IS related directly to the Air Force responsl· 
bility for the air defense of the United States. Procedures for conducting this program are esta.b· 
lished by Air Foree Regulation 200-2 • 

The objectives of Project Blue Book are two-fold: flrst, to determine whether UFOs pose a 
threat to the security of the ·United States; and, seeonc:l, to determine •hether UFOs exhibit any 
unique seientific information or a~aneed technology whieh could contribute to scientific or technical 
research. In the course of aecompUsbing these objecUves, Project Blue Book strives to identify 
and explain all UFO sigbtings reported to the Air Foree. 

HOW TBE PBOGRAM IS CONDUCTED 

The progrU!l iS conducted 1n three phases. The first phase includes receipt of UFO reports 
and initial investigation of the reports. The Air Foree base nearest the location of a reported sight
ing is charged with the r6ponsibUity of investigattnc the sighting and forwarding the information to 
the Project Blue Book Office at Wright-Patterson Air Foree Ba.se, Ohio. 

If the initial investiJation does not reveal a pos1Uve identification or explanation, a second 
phase of more intensive analysts l.l condUcted by the Project Blue Book Office. Eaeh ease 1s objec
tively and scient.Uically analyze<!, and., if necessary, all of the sc:ienti!lc facUities available to the 
Air Force can be u.sed to assist in arrivine at an identification or explanation. All persoMel asso
ciated with the investigation, analysiS, aDd evaluation efforts of the project view each report with 
a. scientific approach and an open mmd. 

The third phase of the program is dissemination of information concerning UFO sightings, 
evaluations , and sUtistics. This is accomplished by the Secretary of the Air Force, OUice of In
formation. 

The Air Force defines an unidentified flying object as any aerial object which the observer is 
unable to identify • 

Reports of unfamiliar objects in the sky are submitted to the Air Force from many sources. 
The5e sources include milit.uy and civillm pilots, weather observers, am1teur astronomers, 
business and professional men and women, and housewives, etc. 

Frequently such objects as missUes, balloons, birds, kites, searchlights, aircraft navigation 
and anticollision be:u:o~, jet engine exhaust, condensation trails, astronomic:U bodies and meteor
ological phenomena are mistakenly reported as unidentified flying objects. 

The Air Force groups its evaluations of UFO reports under three general headings: (1) identUied, 
{2) insufficient dab, and (3) unidentified. 
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Identified reports are those tor which sufficient speci!ie information h3S been accumulated and 
evaluated to permit a positive identification or explanation of the object. 

Reports categorized a, Insu!!icient Data are those !or which one or more elements of informa~ 
tion essential for evaluation are missing. Some examples are the omission of the duration of the 
sighting, date, time, location, position in the sky, weather conditions, and the manner of appearance 
or disappearance. U an element 1s missing and there is an indication that the sighting may be of a 
security, scientific, teehnic:al, or public interest value, the ProjP.ct Blue Book Orfice conducu an 
additional investigation and every attempt Ia made to obtain the information necessary for identi!i~ 
cation. However, iD some instances, essential information cannot be obtained, and no further action 
can be takeft. 

. 
The third and by far the smallest group of evaluations is categorized as Unidentified. A sight~ 

ing is considered unidentified when a report apparently contains all pertinent data necessary to 
suggest a. valid hypothesta concerning the cause or explanation of the report but tM description of 
the object or its motion cannot be correlated with any known object or phenomena. 

TYPES OF UFO IDENTlFICATDNS AND EVALUATIONS 

There are varioua types of UFO sightings. Most common are reports of a.stronomicalsiJht!np, 
which include bright stars, planets, comets, flreballs, meteors, auroral streamers, and other celes
tial bodies. When observed through haze, light to1, moving clouds, or other obscura.tions or unusual 
conditions, the planets, J.ncludtng Venus, Jupiter, and Mars have been reported as Wlidentified nytnc 
objects. Stellar mirages are also a source of reports. 

Satellites are another major source of uro r!pOrts. AD mcrease 1n satellites reported as uros 
ha.s come about because of two factors. The f1rst ia the i.Dcrea.se of interest on the part of the public; 
the second is the increaainc number of satellites 1n the skies. Poslti ve knowledge of the location of all 
satellites at all times eaahles ra.pid identU1catlon of sa.telltte siehtings. KeepLnc track of man-made 
objects in orbit about the earth 1s the responstbWty of the North American Air Defense Command 
Space Detection and Trac1r1ng System. This sophisticated electronic: system gathers complex space 
traffic data instantly from tracking stations all over the world. 

Other space surveillanee acUvities include the use of balliStic tracking and large telescopic c::a.m-
. eras. ECHO schedules are prepared by the NASAGoddardSpaee Flight Center at Greenbelt, Maryland, 

and schedules of the South/North equator crossings are prepared by the Smithsonian Institution at 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. From the data produced by these agencies, sate llltes mistakenly reported 
as UFOs can be quickly identified. Some of these are visible to the naked eye. 

Aircraft account for another major source of UFO reports, particularly during adverse weather 
conditions. When observed at high altitudes and at some distance, aircraft can have appea.r:mc es rang~ 
ing from disc to rocket shapes due to the refiectton of the sun on their bright surfaces. Vapor or con
densation trails !rom jet aircraft will sometimes appear to glow fiery red or orange \\'hen reneettnc 
sunlight. A!terburners from jet aircraft are often reported as UFOs since they can be seen !rom great 
distances when the aircraft cannot be seen. 

The Project Blue Book OUice has direct contact with all elements of the Air Force and the Fed~ 
eral A·tiation .A.gency civil air control centers. All aerial refueling operations and special training 
!lights can be checked immediately. Air traffic of commercial airlines and flights of military aircraft 
a.re checked with the nearest control center, enabling an immediate evaluation o! aircraft misbkellly 
reported as UFOs. However, since many local flights are not carried, these flights :tre probable causes 
o! some reports. 
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Balloons conttme to be reported a.s UFOs. Several tbou.sand balloons are released each day from 
mWtary and civWan airports, weather ttaUons, and researeh activities. There are several types o! 
balloons • weather balloona, rawmsondes, rad1osnndea, and the large research balloons which have 
diameters up to 300 feet. At night, balloons earry runn1nc lights which cawse an unusual appearance 
when obaernd. Rlflec:Uon of the sun on balloons at dawn and .sunset sometimes produce strange ef
fects. This usually occurs when the balloon, bec;mseof iU altitudes, is exposed to the sun. Large bal
loons can move at speeds of over 100 mnes per hour when moving in high altitude jet winclstreams. 
These balloons sometimes appear to be flattened on top. At other times, they appear to be saucer
Shaped and to have Ucbts mounted inside the bag itself due to the sun's rays reOeeting through the 
material of the balloon. The Balloon Control Center at Holloman Air Force Base, New Mexico, main
tains a plot on all Military Upper Air Research Ballooaa. 

Another category ot UFO evaluations labeled Otber ineludes mlssUes, reflections, mirages, 
searchlights, blrds, kites, spurious radar tndieatioua, boues, fireworks, and nares. 

Aircraft, sateWtes, balloons, and the Uke sbould NOT be reported since they do not fall within 
the definition of an unldeatified fiyq objecL 
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CONCLUSIONS 

To date, the firm conclusions of ProjeetBlueBook are: (1} no unidentified flying object reported, 
investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force bas ever given any indication of threat to our national 
security; (2} there ha8 been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that sightings 
categorized u unidentified represent teetmo\ogical dnelopme_nts or prtnclples beyond the range o! 
present day scientl!ic Jmowledge; and (3) tbere bas been no eVidence indicating that sightt.ngs catecor-
1zed a.!l unidentified are extraterrestrial vebicles. 

The Air Force will continue to investl«ate all reports of unusual aerial phenomena over the United 
States. Tbe services o1 qual1!1ed scientiSts and technicians w1ll continue to be used to investigate and 
analyze these reports, and perioc:Ue reports on tbe subject will be made. 

The former Chairman of tbe Bouse Armed Services Committee, Mr. Carl Vinson, recently com
mented on the conduct ot the UFO procra.m by the Air Force and stated that Concressional bearinp 
on this subject are mmece•aary. 

The Air Force does not deny the possibWty that aome form of life may exist on other planets in 
the universe. However, to date, the Air Foree bas neither received nor discovered any evidence wblcb 
proves the eXistence and lntra .. space mobWty of mraterrestriallJfe. The Air Force continues to a
tend an open invitation to anyone who feels that be possesses any eVidence of extraterrestrial vehicles 
operating within the earth's near space envelope to submit bi.l evidence for analysts. ln.ttial contact 
for this purpose ls through the foUowmg addrear. 

PROJECT BLUE BOOK INFORMATX)N OFFICE 
SAFOI 
W ASHlNQTON, 0 C 20330 

Anyone observing 'Vibat he considers to be an unidentified flying object should report 1t to the 
nearest Air Force Base. Persons submittln&' a UFO report to the Air Foree are free to discuss any . 
aspect of the report with anyone. The Air Force does not seek to limit discussion on such reporU and 
does not withhold or censor any information pertaining to this u.nclassl!ied program. 
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NON AV AILABn.rrY OF MATEB1AU3 
. 

The followtnc items are for internal use only and are not available for -diStribution to the publlc. These concern internal management and procedures 
for forwarding uro reports to the appropriate acencr. 

1. Air Force Regulation 200-2 

2. JANAlJ 146 

The Air Force has no fllms, photorrapba, maps, charts, or graphs of WI· 
idenWied Qylng objects. PbotograpU that ba"fe been submitted ~or evaluation 
in conjuncUon with UFO reports han been determined to be a mi.sinterpreta
tion of natural or eonYentional obJects. Tbese object. bave a poa1Uve ldentUi
cation. 

Tbe Air Force DO longer possesses, and ttms does not have for 4istrlbu
tion, outdated reports on Project SliD, Project Grudge, Blue Book Speeial 
Report No. 14, and outdated Project Blue Boot press releases. Non-military 
UFO publlcaUons should be requested from the publisher, not the Air Force. 
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SUOOESTED READING !4A TERIAL 

Books listed below deal with facts and theories about our solar universe, the sun, planets, comets, 
meteorites, the universe, stars, constellations and planes; telescopes, the computation of time as 
it relates to astronomy, star maps and cbarb, aad the history of astronomy. 

SKY&. TELESCOPE, by S1cy PublishlncCorpontioo,BanardCollege Observatory, Cambridge, Mass • 
. 02138. Monthly Map.zine, 60 cents per copy. 

WEATHER ELEMENTS, by BLAIR, publlshed Prentice Hall. Has an excellent chapter on often mis
identified wea.tber phenomena • 

PLANETS, STARS, AND SPACE.z by CHAMBERLAIN, JOSEPH M. &L NICHOLSON, THOMAS D. An 
illustrated, non-technical explanation of the earth, planets, stars, and the universe . Prepared in eo-
opention witb the American Museum of Natural m.tory. · 

JUNIOR SCIENCE BOOK OF STARS, by CROSBY, PHOEBE. An easy-to-read, excitJ.nc story of wbat 
scientists know about the stars, planets, tbe moon, aad tbe MILKY WAY. 

CHALLENGE OF THE UNIVERSE, by HYNEK, J. ALLEN I& ANDERSON, NORMAN. Discusses the 
nature of the universe; astronomy and cosmolQiy, published by Scholastic Press. 

THE STORY OF THE STARS, by MALONEY, TERRY. An introduction to the W\iverse; our so~r sys
tem, our galaxy, and other galaxies. Many interestJ.DcUlustratecl analories help build concepts of size 
and distance. Includes references to the Van Allen radiation belts and :tod.iacal Ught observation of 
1960. 

THE WORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS, by MENZEL "BOYD. A scientific examination of the classic 
UFO reports. 

THE MOON. METEORITES. AND COMETS, Dtd 1963, by MD>OLEHURST & KUIPE~. Continuous analy
sis of Soviet moon photos. Chapter on Siberian meteorite and photos or comets computation of vari
ous comet orbital photos. 

THE NATURE OF LIGHT AND COLOR n-1 THE OPEN AIR, by Mn"'NAERT, Dover Publications. This 
is an excellent paperback written in understandable lay language. 

METEO~s. by OLIVIER. Standard text by foremost authority on meteors . 
• 

PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF MARS, 1905·1961, by SLIPHER, E. C., published by Lowell Observa. 
tory. 

A~ATOMY OF A PHESO~lE~ON, by VALLE, JACQUES. 

FIRST ~1A~ TO THE "'100~, by VON BRAUN, WERNH£R • 

• 
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Secretary ot the Air force. Olice of Public Anoirs. Washington. D.C. 20330 

Thank you for your request for information on the Air Force's 
investigation of unidentified flying objects, or UFO's. 

The Air Force investigation of UFO's began in 1948 and was 
known as Project Sign. Later the name was changed t~ Project 
Grudge, and in 1953, it became Project Blue Book. Between 1948 
and 1969 we investigated 12,618 reported sightings. · 

Of these sightings, 11,917 were found to have been caused by 
material objects (such as balloons, satellites, and aircraft), 
immaterial objects (such as lightning, reflections, and other 
natural phenomena>, astronomical objects (such as stars, planets, 
the sun, and the moon>, weather conditions, and hoaxes. As 
indicated, only 701 reported sightings remain unexplained • 

• 
. 

On December 17, 1969, the Secretary of the Air Force 
announced the termination of Project Blue Book. The decision to 
discontinue UFO investigations was based on an evaluation of a 
report prepared by the University of Colorado entitled, 
•scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;• a review of the 
University of Colorado's report by the National Academy of 
Sciences; past UFO stud i es; and the Air Force's two decades of 
experience investigating UFO reports. 

. -
As a result of these investigations, studies, and experience, 

the conclusions of Project Blue Book were: (1) no UFO reported, 
investigated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any 
indication of threat to our national security; (2) there has been 
no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air Force that 
sightings categorized as •unidentified• represent technological 
developments or principles beyond the range of present day 
scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence 
indicating that sighting& categorized as •unidentified• are 
extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force 
regulation establishing and controlling the program for 
investigating and analyz i ng UFOs was rescinded. All documentation 
regarding the former Blue Book investigation was permanently 
transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives and 
Record Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington DC 20408, 
and is available for public review and analysis. 
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In 1977, President Carter asked the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) to look into the possibility of resuming 
UFO investigations. After studying all the facts available, NASA 
decided that nothing would be gained by further investigation. The 
Air Force agrees with that decision. If, however, firm evidence is 
found justifying further investigation, an appropriate agency will be 
directed to undertake the effort. 

I UFO SIGB'liNGS BY YEAR I 
I I 
1 xtaB TOTAL UNintNTIFIEP 1 
I 1947 112 12 I 
I 1948 156 7 I 
I 1949 186 22 I 
I 1950 210 27 I 
I 1951 169 22 I 
I 1952 · 1501 303 I 
I 1953 509 42 I 
I 1954 487 46 I 
I 1955 545 24 I 
I 1956 670 14 I 
I 1957 1006 14 I 
I 1958 627 10 I 
I 1959 390 12 I 
I 1960 557 14 I 

1961 591 13 I 
. 1962 474 15 I 
I 1963 399 14 I 
I 1964 562 19 I 
I 1965 887 16 I 
I 1966 1112 32 I 
I 1967 937 19 I 
I 1968 375 3 I 
I 1969 146 1 I 
I I 
I TOTAL: 12,618 701 I I ______________ , ________ I 

There are a number of universities and 
professional scientific organizations such 
as the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science·, which have 
considered oro phenomena during periodic 
meetings and seminars. In addition, a list 
of private organizations interested in 
aerial phenomena may be found in Gale's 
Encyclopedia of Association~. such timely 
review of the situation by private groups 
insures that sound evidence will not be 
overlooked by the scientific community. 

For further reference material, two 
documents are available from the National 
Technical Information Service, u.s. 
Department of Commerce, 5285 Port Royal 
Road, Springfield, VA 22161. 
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Unidentified Flying Objects 
•. 

• 

The Air Force began investigating UFOs in 1948 under 
a program called Project Sign. the pegram's name 

. was changed to Project Grudge, and In t 953 It became 
known u Pro;ect Blue Book. On Dec. 17, 1969, the 
secretary of the Atr Force announced the tennination 
of Project Blue Book. 

The tD cfiiCCJI 11i IU8 UFO was 
blsed on a number~ farJors. including repa~ts and studies 
by the University of Colorado and 1he National Academy 
~Sciences. as weUaspest UFOIIulial andthe.V FOR:e's 
two decades of experience iiWe~ling UFO repcwts. 

As a result of then Investigations, studies, and 
'trienc:a, the cordJibw ol PKjiCIBiue Boot 'Mite. 
No UFO reported. investigated and evaluated by 

the AJt Force has ever gi.,.n eny Indication of threat 
tD our national security. 

• There has been no evidence submitted to Of 
dtscovefed by the Air Fatce thai lightings categorized 
as repreHnt technotogical developments 
or pnnciptes beyond the range of present-day scientific 
knowledge. 

Local Reproduction Authorized 

• 

• 

• 

.• There has been no evidence Indicating that 
aightings categortzed as "unidenttlied" are 
extraterrestrial vehiclei. 

Batween 1948 and 1969 the Air Force investigated 
12.618 reported UFO sightings. Of these, 11,817 were 
found to have been caused by material obiects IUCh 
as balloons. satellites. and aircraft: immaterial objects 
such as lightning, reUectiona, and other natural 
phenomena: astronomical objects such as stars, planets, 
the sun, and the moon: weather conditions; .and houes. 
Only 701 reported sightings remain unexplained. 

More lntormetlon A"el,.ble 

An documentation regarding 1he former Blue Book 
investigation was pennanentty transfelfed to the Modem 
Military Reference Branch, National Archives and 
Recotds Administration, 8th and Pennsylvania Ave .. 
Washington. D.C. 20408, and is available fof public 
review. A list of private organizations interested in aerial 
phenomena can be found in Gale's Encyclopedia of 
Associations, available in the reference section of most 
libraries. 

October 1117 
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE December 17, 1969 

AIR FORCE TO TERMINATE 
PROJECT "BLUE BOOK" 

NO. 1077-69 
OXford 7-5131 (Info.) 
OXford 7-3189 ( Copies) 

... . : 

Secretary of the Air Force Robert C. Seamans, JT., announced 
today the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force proaram 
for the investigation of unidentified flying objects (UFOs). 

In a memorandum to Air Force Chief of Staff General John D. lyan, 
Secretary Seamans stated that 11 the continuation of Project Bl~e Book 
cannot be justified either on the ground of national security or in 
the interest of science, 1

' and concluded that the project does not merit 
future expenditures of resources. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations was based on: 

- An eva luation of a report prepared by the University of 
.:rado entitled, "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects." 

- A reviet.' of 
National Academy of 

the University 
Sciences. 

of Colorado's report by the 

- Past UFO studies. 

. .. . -• • 
' -• 

- Air Force experience investigating UFO reports during the past 
two decades. 

Under the direction of Dr. EdYard U. Condori, the University of 
Colorado co~pleted an 18-month contracted study of UFOs and its report 
was re leas ed to the public in January, 1969, The report concluded that 
little if anything has come from the study of UFOs in the past 21 years 
that has added to scientific kno~ledge, and that further ~xtensive 
s~udy of DFO sightings is not justifi ed in the expectation tha t science 
will b e advanced. 

T-he- Univ ersity of Colorado report also states that, "It seems that 
onl y so much attention to the subject (UFOs) should be &i~e as the 
Department of Defense deems to be necessary strictly from a defense point 
of view •... It is our impression that the defense function could be 
performed within the framework established for intelligence and sur
~eillance operations without the continuance of a special unit such as 

· ect Blue Book , but this is a question for defense specialists rather 
·' research scientists." 

A pan e l of the National Academy of Sc iences made an independent 
a s sessment of the sc op e, methodoloay, and :indings of the University of 
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Colorado study. The panel concurred in the University of Colorado's 
rec ommendation that "no high priority in UFO investigations is 
warranted by data of the past two decades." It concluded by stating 
that, "On the basis of present knowledge, the least likely explanation 
of UFO s is the hypothesis of extraterrestrial visitations bi intelligent . .. 
beings." 

Past UFO studies include one conducted by a Scientific Advisory 
Panel of UFOs in January, 1953 (Robertson Panel); and, a review of 
Project Blue Book by the Air Force Scientific Advisory !card Ad Hoc 
Committee, February-March, 1966 (Dr. Brian O'Brien, Chairman). The1e 
studies concluded that no evidence has been found that any of the UFO 
reports reflect a threat to our national security. 

As a result of investigating UFO reports since 1948, the 
conclusions of Project Blue Book are: (1) no UFO reported, investi
gated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any indication 

( 

of threat to our national security; (2) there has been no evidence 
submitted or discovered by the Air Force that sightings categorized r· 

" u n i d en t if i e d " r e p r e s. en t t e c h n o l o g i e a 1 de v e 1 o p men t s or p r inc i p 1 e s \..._. 
Jnd t h e range of present-day scientific knowledge; and (3) there •. 

has been no evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidenti-
fied" are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

.• . -
Project Blu e Book records Yill be retired to th~ USAF Archives, 

Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama. Req uests for information will 
continue to be handled by the Secretary of t h e Air Force, Office of 
Information (S AFOl), ~ashington, D.C. 20330. 
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OFO FACT SHEET 

The Air Force investigation or UFO•s began in 1948 and wa~ known 
a3 Project Sign. Later the name w&3 changed to Project Grudge, and 
in 1953, it became Project Blue Book. Between 1948 and 1969 we investi
gated 12,618 reported sightings. 

The following is a stat13t1oal listing of reported UFO sightings 
during the Air Force 1nve3tigation: 

YEAR 

1947 
1948 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
195~ 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 

TOTAL 

TOTAL UFO SIGRTINGS, 1947 - 1969 

TOTAL SIGRTINGS 

122 
156 
186 
210 
169 

1,501 
509 
487 
545 
670 

1,006 
627 
390 
557 
591 
474 
399 
562 
887 

l 1 112 
937 
375 
146 

12,618 

UNIDENTIFIED -
12 
7 

22 
27 
22 

303 
42 
46 
24 
14 
14 
10 
12 
14 
13 
15 
14 
19 
16 
32 
19 
3 
1 

701 

Of these total s1ghtings, 11,917 were round to have been caused 
by material objects (such as balloon3, satellites, and aircraft), immaterial 
objeet3 (such as lightning, reflections and other natural phenomena), 
astronomical objects (such a3 stars, planets, the sun and the moon), 
weather conditions and hoaxes. As indicated only 701 reported si~~tings 
remain unexplained. 

Attachment 2. pg I 
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SCIENCE CONFL CT 

- · .-' . . . . 

By James Oberg 

F 
riction between science and fly· 
ing saucers has generated a bliz
zard of sparks over the years. 

The sides are well defined: Establishment 
scientists trad1tionaHy dismiss UFO data 
as fanciful fiction. while UFO enthusiasts 
ponray themselves as outcast Galileos. 
prophets of a new scientific revolution. 

Advocates of Unidentified Aying Ob
jects insist ttl at they are onto some extraor
dinary phenomenon unaccountable by 
contemporary science. The favonte theory 
involves alien spacecraft. but grow•ng 
splinter groups promote various psychrc , 
interdtmensional. cross-temporal. con
sprratonat, or even more b1zarre hy
potheses. Whatever it is. UFO enthusiasts 
assen. the confirmation ot extraterrestrial 

'ngs could be a key to the next great 
:tkthrough in human knowledge. 

rewcoutd argue such a premise. 
Early in 1977. the wire services reponed 

that astronomers now favQr scientific stud· 
ies of UFOs. According to The New York 
Times. ·unidentified !lying objeCts should 
be mvestigated further. a majority of 
trained astronomical observers said in a 
survey disclosed recently.· 

Closer analysis showed that the private 
pro-UFO survey actually meant that only 
one-Quaner ot those polled responded 
that UFOs ·certainly• or ·probably· de
served :.:udy, w1th a few more agreemg 

. •"J:.A:ao. : ~-~ -.. ·. ... •. _ .. 
, 

.. 

that they "possibly" deserved study. More 
to the point. only one-quarter of 1 percent · 
ol the astronomers thought that UFOs 
were important enouQh to warrant their 
personal attention. 

But the poll did nevertheless seem to 
bestow some measure of scientific re
spectability to this topic, previously ranked 
among the lunatic fringe. The poll was 
symptomatic of the changing image of 
UFOs. and the new status of UFO re
searchers. 

After three decades of exuberant if ama
teurish lieldwor!(, turious propagandizing, 
and aimless theorizing, a number of UFO 
groups have finally begun to play the 
game using rules of science. Accepting 
the burden of proof. they have mounted an 
impressive scientific program designed to 
demonstrate, finally. that UFOs exist. 

On a dark hillside in Texas, white
uniformed men monitor a battery of instru
ments. hoping to catch and record the 
subtle physical ellects alleged to accom
pany UFO visitations. In photographic 
laboratories across the country. data pro
cessing specialists analyze computerized 
images ol alleged UFO photographs. 
seeking evrdence of forgery and potential 
proof of authentic ity. A computerized data 
base in Chicago prints out pattern analy
ses ot UFO sightings, seeking a signal 
behind the noise of thousands of annual 

.. .. -. . •, 

• 
-~·· · f ,..-.., .... 

So~etacutar r;tow'"9 (JFO was f.)/'lotor;ra(JI!~C! lrom a Coneore1e C1urmr; 1973 solar eclipse. . . 
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repons. Pieces of metal picked up near . . . . 
alleged landlnQ.Sites undergo speCtro-
scopic examinaiion in well-equipped 
laboratories . . 

These are the techniques of science. 
applied to a subject long regarded as be
yond the fringes of science. But these are 
the techniques that will produce proof, if 
proof is possible . 

Standards are flOW tighter and the 
experience ol UFO investigators greater. 
so that many ·unknowns· have dimin
ished. More and more cases have been 
solved. but always a fraction remain un
solved. unexplained, unidentified. This 
residue of unknowns is the basis for UFO 
enthusiasts' hope. Skeptics disagree. 
saying that mherentlimitations in human 
perception, memory. and knowledge will 
always introduce a small artificial reSidue 
of unknowns. 

So what kind of data will stand up to sO. 
entific standards, not as a leftover residue 
of mysteries but as a definitive list of re-
corded events? 

Laying aside the possibilities that alien 
ambassadors will land at the White House 
or that the fabled "sPcret captured flying 
saucer• will ever be rescued from alleoed 
governmental oblivion, hard evidence lor 
the reali ty and respectability of UFOs must 
come from laboratot~es now engaged in 
scientific research. 

The "PrOject Starlight International" 
team. privately but generously funded by 
some Texas millionaires. has assembled 
an array of instruments that COI.IId produce 
incontrovertible ev1dence. They have cam
eras. radar, spectrometers. magnetome
ters. radiation sensors. grav11ometers. and 
a small laser beam to communicate with 
extraterrestrials shOuld they t\appen by. 

The Starlight UFO trap has now been in 
full operation for nearly three years. New 
eQuipment continues to be added. inc:lud· 
ing a radar set and computerized atert 
system that automatically telephones vOl
unteer skywatchers in the vicinity ot a 
computed UFO pos1t1on. The system 
works well in drills-but nothing substan
tive has resulted. 

The most exciting recent e'.'ents have 
dealt with a fierce wood tlck 1nfes1atton on 



tne nills•dt wnere tne Starlight eQuipment 
is mounted . Wh•te-clad UFO watchers 
oaooo~o tne•r tecnn•cal tasks am1d tne 
fumes ot sulfur bombs. They watch a sky 
' ' airpta nes. meteors. satellites. k1tes. 

"'S, b~rds. ball hghtnrng. migrating 
. ulown sprders. and maybe, just 
maybe. sometntng else . But. as Starlight 
project director Ray Stanford told col
leagues at a 1976 UFO conference, "If we 
search for ten years wrth what we·ve got 
and we don't find anything, then we're go
ing to have to admit that nothing is there.· 

One ot tr.e most visible aspects ot the 
phenomenon is a growing collection of 
UFO photographS. White the vast majority 
of UFO sighting reports are made by hon
est. perplexed. often reluctant witnesses, 
most photographs are hoaxes. To sepa
rate out the possibly authent•c photos, if 
any at all. expens liSe photoanatysis 

For example. Dr. Bruce Maccabee. are
searcher for the National Investigations 
Comminee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP). 
has made densrtometric scans of a fa
mous 1950 photo from McMinnville. Ore
gon. The scans support the skeptical 
"Condon Comminee- conclusion that the 
photo could in fact be of a large structured 
disk SO feet or more in diameter. But an
other expert, computer specialist Robert 
Sheaffer, concluded that the photo was 
made w•th a smudged tens and that the 
obiect appears to be hanging from an 

!!.. 

1 

ead power line. Condon Commrnee 
igators tater changed their minds 

Q ..... agreed w•th Sheaffer. 
Specialists at the "Ground Saucer 

Watch·(GSW) office in Phoenix also apply 
advanced data processing techniQues to 
photographs. Their work has raised howls . 
of protest from traditional UFO groups be
cause many of the more famous photos 
have been denounced by GSW as frauds. 
However. GSW has compiled a small list of 
photos that they suggest could be genu-

ine. Aga1n, other researchers c•sagree. 
and sc1entii1C debate •s ragtr.~ ontne va· 
lidity ot such process•ng tecr-.:-.• c;ues . 

Computer sctenltsts have a ravonte 
proverb: "Garbage 1n, garoa;e out: It 
means that bad input data Cc!1 be manipu
lated to produce nearly any output de· 
sired, but it will be useless. That. so tar. 
seems to be the late of UFO computenzed 
data banks, since data processing spe
cialists have crrticized them for not having 
sufficient control over the validity of input 
data. UFO proponents, appealing to math· 
emalical formulas from information theory, 
claim that a proper computer program can 
filter out ttle garbage and s!tt through to 
the authentic residue. 

Nor have laboratories produced any 
spec1men that could not have been ob
tained from ordinary sources on earth. Ex
otic space metals or artifacts continue to 
oe reported. but none have passed the in
vestigat!on of professional laboratories. 

Yet these debates have changed mark· 
edty from the days when UFOs were the 
topic for screwball religious cults. nasty in
sinuations about witnesses· sanity and/or 
sobriety. and knee-jerk gullibility. Today's 
arguments must stand up to ttle time
tested standards of scientific research. 
Perhaps they will reveal something, per
haps not. But it's the only way to find out 
for sure. 

• • • 

In Ught of the need for better scientific 
research about UFOs. it is particularly 
frustrating to read published reports that 
"NASA has re,ected a White House re
Quest to reopen the government
sponsored research program.- But the 
real story is not so open-and-shut as these 
pessimistic accounts would indicate. 

AcbJally, the story began wnen Presi
dent Caner prom1sed to release all UFO 
data, if elected. Once elected. he discov-

UFO e•cens gNe •rtte benefiC of tt1e douor· to rltis Yvngay. Peru pfloto aMI t::le!ieve 1t ~enuine. 
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• 

ereo mat me A11 Forces ·a:ue Book· f•les 
were arreacy be•ng cecrass•f•eo. and ev
erybody den1ed hav•ng any other tiles. 

·carter's sc•ence adviser. Dr. Frank Press. 
was ass•gned the task of answer•ng UFO
relatec mail trom the public. A flOOd of ma11 
arrived, demanding that tne ·real secret 
riles- be released . 

Overwhelmed with Queries. Press asked 
NASA director Or. Robert Frosch if NASA 
might handle the mail. tn the lener. one 
paragraph innocently asked if NASA 
would consider convening a panel to de
cide if a new official investigation was war
ranted. 

Following several months of consider
ation. NASA sa1d that it could see no rea
son to undertake 'a new investigation. 
However. Frosch offered to make NASA 
laborato"ies available to analyze any 
UFO "physical evidence· that might be 
submitted. 

Six months later, nothing has been offi· 
cially submitted. 

.. -
If UFOs are alien spacecraft (and while 

this is the leading theory. many other 
schools of thought have come and gone). 
it's likely that eanh's spaceships may have 
been able to encounter ttlem in outer 
space. Stories have sprung up about how 
"our astronauts have seen them tool" 

In tact. each story can be traced back to 
authors' misunderstandings, distortions, 
exaggerations. or just plain fabrications. 
There does not appear to be a single case 
on record of Amerrcan or Soviet spacemen 
encountering anything extraordinary 
in tetn:ls of normal space occurrences. 

Ttie mos1 famous case. hOwever, con
tinues to thrive. It deals w1th a UFO seen 
by astronaut James McDivitt on the 
Gem•ni-4 mission in June l96S. McDivitt 
insists that the beer-can shaped object 
was just another man-made satellite, but 
some observers have suggested that it 
was a glimpse of his own booster rocket in 
a nearby orbit. 

A "tadpole" photograph was released 
by NASA soon after the llight, taken from a 
series of mQYie frames. McDivitt claims he 
shot a few exposures with two still cam
eras. but they did not turn out. He didn't 
touch the movie camera. and the blob of 
light released by an overeager photo t~h· 
nician shows only a window relleclion. he 
insists. 

APRO's Dr. Harder. however. insists that 
ttle "tadpole" really was the UFO. despite 
what McOi\litt thinks. and that it was being 
propelled by a plaSma jet. Or. Harder 
chooses to disregard the astronaut's testi· 
mony and burld his case on a few frames 
of reflections. UFO believers can onty 
hope that most UFO ev1dence is not so in
substantial. 

••• 

Positive prool of a genu•ne UFO encounter 



ccu1c oe extrerne:y va~uao1e lor tne enure 
"1LII'flan ra.:e. It coula be hnanc1ally reward· 
1ng tor tne owners ot that proof. Ana 11 
CQYIQ soeu hnanc1at rUJn for one promment 
UFO skepllc-unless. of course. he was 
•· ~ dellver1ng the proal. 

'Vattonat Enawer. a weekly tablOid 
r 1, .,;aper w1tn a CirCulation m the mil· 
hons. has a stanomg offer of $1 million tor 
·positive proof· The London-based whis• 
key tlonler Cuny Sark , Ltd., recently un
veiled an even bigger pnze ot one million 
pounos Sterling. or about S 1 .800.000 at 
the present exchange rate. 

Lesser awards also are available in the 
absence of pos1UVe proof. The Enquirer 
annually grants up to $10.000 to witnesses 
of a UFO inc1dent judged ·most scientifi
cally valuable" by an indepenoent panel of 
UFO spec1ahsts (the "Blue-Ribbon Panel,· 
see box). Ano Cuny Sark has announced 
plans to award£ 1000 to the best-written 
essay on the UFO problem. 

Moreover, a number ot London betting 
houses have accepted various wagers on 
the imminent vis1tat1ons of extraterrestrials. 
But the world's most famous ·ami-UFO 
bet" has been set lonh 1n the book UFOs 
E)(p/amed. 

Author Philip J. Klass, a senior editor of 
Aviation Week magazme and the nation's 
leadmg UFO skeptic. claims he has chal
lengea UFO believers ·to put their money 
where the1r mouths are.· Klass has offered 
to "'"Y $10.000 to anyone who agrees to 

·. if and when cer.ain criteria are met 
shing that a true UFO v1S1tanon has 

occurreo Every year until tr..:: :-~a;::lpens. 
the wagerer must pay Klass t:-e sum of 
S100 (UP to a max1mum of S 1000. after 
wn1ch payments cease but rt'" Det re
mains 1n force). 

Less than a dozen UFO en~usiasts 
have signed up to dare. usua~·y on mside 
information that ·this year the government 
is going to announce UFO contacts ... . • 
Such prediCtiOns have appeared in print 
nearly every year for a quarter of a century. 
but people still seem to believe them. 
Klass has become a little richer because 
ol them. 

Only one UFO buff has m8.1ntained his 
bet in force. apparently more for publicity 
than persuasion. Stanton Friedman makes 
a living off his lecture tours proclaiming the 
reality of UFOs. and he respOtlded to 
Klass's needling by formally agreeing to 
the bet a few years ago.· 

Additionally, Klass has offered to buy 
back all copies of his book UFOs Ex
plained if events prove his assertions in
correct. But pro-UFO scientist Robert Mc
Campbell has done Klass one bener. He 
has offered to buy back copies of his book 
UFOiogy from anyone not satisfied w1th it, 
proof or no proof. 

• • • 
Actually, Philip J . Klass already had 

been setting off multimegaton detonations 
among the ranks of UFO believers. Miffed 
when UFO experts in 1968 ridiculed a seri
ous (and still tenable) suggesiiOtllhat 
many UFOs were actually balll:ghtning. 
the by nature combative aviation reporter 

;nrew n1rnse11 1n10 ser1ous mvest1gat•ons 01 

wnat were regaroeo as the ·best" claSSIC 
UFO cases. He ellen dug up startling (and 
embarrass1ng) new ev1dence but has be· 
come a panah 1n UFO circles (Hynek 
refuses to appear together with him. and 
Hynek·s "UFO bibliography· handout 
po1ntedly ignores Klass's two books) . 

W1th the death of astronomerDonald 
Menzel in 19 76. Klass has emerged as the 
nation·s leading UFO skeptic. He spurns 
the word "debunker.· with its connotations 
of knee-jerk dismissals and unorthodox 
points of view. Instead. Klass attempts to 
investigate UFO cases more deeply than 

. might other researchers who have sub-
conscious desire$ .tO actually find proof ot 
extraterrestnal visitors. Concentrating only 
on the generally acclaimed "best cases.' 
KlaS$ often has exposed the super1iciality 
of work done by pre>-UFO experts. 

In 1 977 I he joined with other scientists 
and educators in forming the 'Comminee 
tor the Scientific Investigation of Claims ot 
the Paranormal,· a group that has de
nounced easy acceptance by the public 
of alleQedly baseless beliefs in astrology, 
the Bermuda Triangle. ESP. ·ancient astro
nauts.· and other .so-called modern myths. 
Klass heads a small but potent band of 
skeptical investigators called the UFO 
Subcomminee. At the very least, this 
group demands the tighlening of stan
dards in so-called scientific UFOiogy. The 
level of carelessness of many pro-UFO ex
pens has markedly declined. so progress 
is being made. 00 

• 

THESE PEOPLE ARE WATCHING AND WAITING ' -
Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS). 1909 Sherman Suite 207, 
Evanston. 1 L 60201 . Self· styled pinnacle of UFO activities, this 
small grcup generally depenos on other groups tor data. Dr. 
Allen Hynek does the public appearances and fund ra1sing. 
wh1le researcher Allan Hendry carries out actual coordination 
and 1n-oeotn 1nvest1ga110n. Two publications: CUFOS 
Ouarterly BuiJerm . S 1 Slyr.; and International UFO Reporter, 
$12/yr. 
Aerial Phenomenon Research Organization (APRO), 3910 E. 
Kle1ndale. Tucson, AZ 85712. Among the longest sutviving 
UFO 9roups (represented 1n 50 countries). APRO is held to
getr'ler by the dedication of its cofounders Jim and Coral 
Lorenzen. who have recently led the group to specialize 
~(critics say monopolize) in ·uFO abouct1on cases.· APRO 
Bulleun. $1 0/yr. for 1 2 issues. 
National Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (Nt
CAP), Suite 23. 3535 University Blvd .• Kensington MD 20795. 
Another old group, unfortunately in a downhill slide follow1ng a 
decade of organizational in-fighting. NICAP Bulletin , S 1 Olyr. 
Mutual UFO Netwof1( (MUFON). 103 Oldtowne Road. Seguin, 
TX 78155. A v1gorous. expanding group acting in concert with 
CUFOS. MUFON UFO Journal. S81yr. 
Ground Saucer Watch (GSW), 13238 North 7th Drive, Phoenix, 
AZ 85029. Highly professional organ1zation (membership by 

'at1on only). wh1ch applies vigorous scientific standards to 
1nvestigat1cns. Ouanerly journal free with membership . 

Jject Starlight International (PSI). PO Box 5310. Austin TX 
78763. Somewhat mystenous organtzation with the best array 

ot gadgets yet assembled to measure UFOs--if only they 
could find one. Irregular bulletin sent 1n exchange tor cash 
donatiOn$. 
Commit:.ee Against UFO Secrecy (CAUS), 191 E. 161st St.. 
Bronx NY 10451 . New ottshoot of GSW. this small group is us
ing Freedom of tnformat10n suits to extract allegedly secret 
hypothetical government "UFO files.· Newsletter $1 0/yr. 
20th Century UFO Bureau, 756 Haddon Avenue. Col
lingswood. NJ 08108. This group. assoc1ated with Dr. Can 
Mclntyre·s ·20th Century Reformation Hour; believes that 
some UFOs are angels and signs of the imminent Second 
Coming. However. other UFOs are sent by Satan to confuse 
people lest they recognize the angels. 
UFO Suocommittee of the ·committee for the Scientific lnves· 
tigation of Claims of the Paranormal,· 923 Kens1ngton Avenue. 
Buffalo. NY 14215. The first formal organ1zation of UFO skep
tics. who tackle the "best UFO cases· on record. often with 
spectacular success. much to the dismay of most UFO buffs. 
Repons of activities are incluOed in the Committee publication 
The Ske{Jtical lnquirer (formerly Zetetic ). S 12/yr. 
The National EnQuirer's Blue Ribbon Panel of UFO experts 
(who review "best cases· for cash rewards). Two regular 
members (James Harder and Leo Sprinkle) are joined by a 
changing cadre of obscure "UFO experts.· including this 
year's v.:nard Armstrong and John L. Warren. More respected 
UFOiog:s:s have declined offers of membership . Send contest 
entries !O UFO REWARD. National EnQwer. Lantana FL. 
33464 . .:.u entries will be evaluated. 
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MEZ.lORANDUM FOR RECORD. 

Subje~t: Unidentified Sightings 
• 

8 November 
0600 EST 

. . 
. 

' 

1.975 

• 

-- .. ~ . . - -
. . . . .. . 

1. 0308 EST FONECON from NORAD Command Director: at 0253 EST 
Malmstrom AFB Montana received seven radar cuts on the-height

• 

finder radar at altitudes between 9,500 1 and lS,SOo•. Simultaneously,~~ 
. ground witnesses observed li9hts in the sky and the sounds of jet 
engines similar to jet· fightens. ·Cross-tell with FA.~ .revealed 
no jet aircraft within lDONM of the sigh.tings. Radar tracked the . 

. objects .. over Lewistown, Montana ·at a speed of sewn (7) knots. 
Two F-106 intercepters from the 24th NORAD Region were scrambled 
at 02~4 . EST and became a~rborne · at 0257 EST. At the time_of tne 
initial voice . report personnel at· 1-!a.lmstrom AFB and SAC sites 
Kl, \K3, L3 and L6 were\reporting lights i~ the sky acc~panied 
·by jet engine· noise. · 

• • 
2. 0344 EST FONECON, • same source·: : • .. 

• 
• 

Objects could not be intercepl;eu. Fighters had to maintain a 
minimum of 12~000' because of mountainous terrain • . Sightinqs 
had turned west, increased speed to 150 knots. ~o tracks were 

• 

• 

• 

apparent on height~finder radars 10-1~ Nl4 apart. SAC site K3 . 
reported sic;htings be·t,..-1een 300 • and 1, 000' · while sit~ L-4 reported -
sightinqs SNM NW of their positicn. · Sightings disappeared from 
radar at position 46SON/10920W at a tracked speed of three {3} 
knots. . 

3. At 0440 EST, NMCC intiated contact with the NORAD Command 
Director who reported the following: 

• 

. 
• 

0405 EST: Malmstrom receiving intermittent tracks on both 
search and height-finder radars. SAC site C-1, lONM SE of · 
Stanford, Montana, .reported visua·l sightings of unknown objects • 

• 

0420 EST: Personnel at 4 SAC sites reported observing inter
cepting F-106's arrive in area; sighted objects turned off their 
lights upon arrival of interceptors, and back on upon their 
departure. 
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• 

0440 EST: SAC s~te c-1 still had a visual sighting on objects. 

4. NORAD stated that Northern Lights will sometim~s cause phenomena 
such as this on height-finder radars, but their check with weather 
services rev~aled no possibility of NorL~ern Lights. . 

s. NHCC not~fied lqashington FAA at ·0445 EST of the incidents 
described above. They . had not received any information prior to 
this time. 

. 

• 

6. 0522 EST .FONECON with NORAD Command Director: At 0405 EST 
SAC Site L-5 observed one object accelerate and climb rapidl~ 
to a point in altitude where it became indistinguishable from · · · 
the stars. NORAD will. carry this incident as a FADE remaining' 
UNKNOWN at 0320 EST, . since after that time only visual sightings · -- . 
·occurred. ·. • ./ • 
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-- On December 17, 1969 the Secretary or the Air Force announced the 
termination of Project Blue Book. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigat1on3 was based on an 
evaluation or a report prepared by the University or Colorado entitled, 
"Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" a review of the Univer
sity or Colorado's report ~Y the National Academy of Sciences; past 
UFO studies; and Air Force experience investigating UFO reports for 
two decades. 

As a result or these investigations and studies, and experience 
gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the conclusions or 
Project Blue Book were: ( 1) no 01.''0 reported, investigated, and evalu
ated by the Air Force has ever given any indication or threat to our 
national. security; (2) there has been no evidence submitted to or dis
covered by the Air Force that sightings categorized as nunidentified" 
represent technological developments or principles beyond the range 
of present day scientific knowledge; and (3) there has been no evidence 
indicating that si&htings categorized as "unidentified" are extrater
restrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force regulation 
establishin& and controlling the prosram tor investigatins and analyzins 
UFOs was rescinded. All documentation regardinS the termer Blue Book 
investisat1on was permanently transferred to the Modern Military Branch, 
National Archives and Records Service, 8th and Pennsylvania Avenue, 
Washington, D.C. 20-08, and is available ror public review and analysis. 

In 1977, President Carter asked the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA) to look into the possibility or resuming UFO investi
gations. After -studying all tbe racts available, they decided that 
nothing would be gained by further investigation. The Air Force agrees 
with that decision. It, however, firm evidence is round justifying 
further investigation, an appropriate agency will be directed to under
take the effort. 

There are a number or universities and professional scientific 
organizations such as the American Association for the Advancement or 
Science, which have considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings 
and seminars. In addition, a list of private organizations interested 
in aerial pben~mena may be tound in Oale'a Encyclopedia or Associations 
(Edition 8, Vol I, pp. 432-3). Such timely review or the situation 
by private groups insures that sound evidence will not be overlooked 
by the scientific community. 

For further reference material, two documents are available from 
the National Technical Information Service, U.S. Department or Coomerce, 
Springfield, VA 22151: 

2 

Attach.ent 2, PI 2 

• 
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• 

Scientific Stud of Unidentified Fl in Ob ects. Study conducted 
by the University of Colorado under contract F44 20-76-C-0035. Three 
volumes, 1,465 p. 68 plates. Photoduplicated hard copies or the official 
report may be ordered for $6 per volume, $18 the set of three, as AD 
680:975, AD 680:976, and AD 680:977. 

Review or University of ~olorado Report on Unidentified 
Flying Objects. Review of report by a panel or the National Academy 
of Sciences. National Academy or Sciences, 1969, 6p. Photoduplicated 
hard copies may be ordered for $3 as AD 688:541 • 

• 

3 

Attachment 2, PI 3 

. . 
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' 

TOTAL UFO (OBJECT) SIGHTINCiS 

(CompUed 1'1 Jan 66) 

TOTAL 
YEAR SIGHTINGS UNIDENI IFIED SOURCE 

194'1 122 12 Cue FUes 
1948 U6 '1 CaaeFUes 
1949 186 22 Blue Book, pqe 108 
1950 210 2'7 Cue FUes 
1951 . 169 22 Case FUes 
19,2 1,501 303 Blue Book, page 108 
1953 509 ·n Case Flles 
1954 48'7 46 Cue Flles 
1955 545 24 Case FUes 
1956 870 a Cue Files ' . 

195"1 1,006 14 Case FUes 
1958 62'1 10 Cue FUes 
1959 390 12 Cue Flles 
1960 557 u Cue Files 
1961 591 13 Case FUes 
1962 474 15 Case Files 
1963 399 14 Case Files 
1964 562 19 Case Files 
1965 886 16 Case Files 

10,147 m 
• 

.. 

7 
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ITA'niiZCAl. DATA l'Oit YLUIJ IIU.ltM 

TOTAL CASES BT C:ATCOOitY (Co.,ded 1 tf_,. 151 

1153 liM uss 1151 1tS1 1151 liSt 1110 1111 Ul2 1 .. 3 Ul4 TOTAl. 

Aati ow:nnk:al "' U1 ID m Ml zn 144 225 ~~ Ul 15 1%3 z1n 
.Un:ratl n ID w Ul Ill IN a .. ~ .. T2 11 un 
B•Uooe ,. a 102 ll 114 sa n 22 :n tt 21- 20 ... 
tn.uuk:tlftt om .,. 103 IS 132 tit Ill .. 105 ns M . tf II lZtl 

OtUr a II es 11 IZD ,, ,. M ":'7 ., Sl u ttl 

Su•UU• 0 0 0 0 I ll 0 n .. '" 12 141 411 
Unldnllfll'd 42 41 24 u 14 10 1Z u n 11 u II 231 

TOTAL w iff Iii 1"ff i&R 11' 1115 m Iii 414 m !1! 011 

AST'ItONOMIC.U. JIGRTINOI 

Meuon 'II) II ,. .. ,,. s• tOO tn 111 tl 5'7 11 nts 
Stara IIDd PlliMU lDl .. 52 Ul 1M M 40 Cl ,. ll n as 101 
Otbei' 4 1 4 3 11 ' 4 s • 5 5 ' n 

TO'T.U. m m m m S&i m iii "1!1 1D m -n m 21ft 

O'nl!:JI CASa 
• 

Hou~•. Ball\leWtlOIII, 
'DIIrtllable p~ro;p aad 
P~hollmeal C:lll8n u • 11 11 , 21 14 1S " 1l II 34 221 
MWilea alld aou.u 2 1 1 s • • 14 11 u t 13 ' IS • 
l'etl.c:ttona 4 • 4 3 • ' u • l 3 0 2 .. • 
Flaru and Flnw.!'.._ 1 4 • I • J s ' 4 3 l ' 51 
Mtrxea aa4 "'ntau 3 2 4 l • I 4 s • 3 3 2 n • 
Su rc:b. and Qr:luadlia\1 • • 14 • 12 • 5 • I :a :1 • It 
Clouu and COftln,.U,8 I s I l I I J 4 I 4 5 0 ., 
CIWI 0 I 0 I z • 1 4 :1 5 I l n .. 

Blroa 4 ' 2 • l 1 0 3 I 2 z 4 M 
II &dar Analyst. IS , 1 I n 3 • • • 0 1 I n 
P!Mitl:l Allalytlll l 1 2 4 l ' 4 • l % 3 I 40 

PtlYik:al SMclill_.. I I 5 3 ' 10 J ' 4 u 3 • 10 

SalalUte D-ety 0 0 0 0 0 l 0 I 3 3 4 J D 

OUier l ' 4 0 • I s 3 4 z 4 • 41 
TOTAL ""11 ,.. ~ " 126 -u - ,. -- ""'il ""'D ,. Ill '71 .. 
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ITATIO'SliCS FOIIIHS 

(Ca.pi.IH II .lan IHI) 

JAN n:a MAR APR MAY nm .lVI. AUG SEP ocr 'NOV DEC TOTAL 

ASTRONOMICAL 10 I 11 4 2 10 Z7 12 30 n 22 12 245 
AIRCRAFT u I H 11 14 ' 32 11 20 13 •• s 210 
BALLOON 3 2 1 3 0 3 ' I 2 , D 2 31 
'INst:FnCIEYT DATA • • 4 2 4 4 2 ll 24 IS s :1 I 15 
OTHER l1 I , I 5 • • 42 ' • ll 3 IZI 
SATELLn1: 4 5 I 5 15 s 41 41 24 3 0 3 liZ 
~IDE~"TTFIED I D 2 I I 0 2 4 • 0 1 0 .. 
PE:SD'ING 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 2 • • 2 ., 

il 1! ii D it D m Sf - ·- !i fl m TO'J'AL 101 '70 

JAN FEB MAJ API MAT .nJl'f AUG SEP OCT 'NOV DEC rorAL 

)1~r,eorJ I I • 2 2 4 14 Zl 13 • I s 101 
St:l.rs all~! Planets 3 1 3 2 0 s 10 55 II 20 13 , 135 
OUl!Fr II lb 0 0 0 1C 3d •• Ia lf 0 0 I 

iO - - - l 10 2! n 11 - - i! m TOTAL I 11 4 2'7 22 

1.11 .:lolar ~~(b) XOOII (C) ailS (d) Rtflect..S MOOIIl&clll, hrt.h&, Mooa tel lltoactM MOOIIJiltd tf) Co-t I:Uya•Stlla 

OTHER CATEGORY 

JAM - FEB MAR .APII MAY JUN AUG SEP OCT 'NOV DEC TCW.U. 

Haaae1, HaUvcialltOBa, .. 
Unn&i.Uie Repa:rtl &all 
Ptycao1GC1C&I CIIIHJ 5 3 l 2 I 2 IZ l 3 0 0 M 
)Sasli1u Ud ltocllltU I J I 1 3 l 10 
ReOecUCIIIII l I 2 t I I , 
Fluea ~ F1r~r-n. 1 l 1 I 4 
M1nr" Ud lll .. rtaCIIIII 2 :s 5 
searcn a:lll ClrOUIId LipiS 2 I 0 I 0 0 l 2 0 0 2 0 • 
Cl01141 Ud Coatralla 1 l 1 3 
Chaff I 1 
81rcl1 I z 2 3 l 1 I 11 
PIWIIt;ll Spt'CIIft ... lc lr ... 3 
Raaar AII.J.l,aas le 1r 3cma lm • 
PilatO AUIYI&S 2dl ld 11 z-.. k IJ u 
S.ueUne Decay 0 1 I I 0 1 0 z 0 l 0 1 I 
).haeel~neoua 2dl 2:111 lla 41bbb lh ltuY 11 - - - - - i - - - - - ! 'iJI TOTAl. ll • '7 I ~ I 42 '7 I u 

1~1 Tncer Bldlttl Cbl KiiLDttrpre~U• of Cann11Uoul C*Jtctl (e) Mecal Ball (dl ra .. lo,er Smear ttl AIIOIII&Iw. Prop•pu• 
1!1 ~ltJ (II Eteetn!NC COIIIIItr :IIIUhnl llal Debraa Ill Wllld (J) No lmart 01'1 Film Cl'l Poor PhOto Proe .. s (II Fne .FalUal C*ttet 
1m1 F~ln Tarr•u 4111 WeatMr lleturu (pi ElmllllGD rla'WI (r) Plallu: 8a1a (II Man en Clround (l) Lallltnllll 1111 Cbeaucal Tnala 
l~m Ruearcll. R-xnt t•l S&l.aalle L.aunch ActlYltf (w) Clourd 
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FDtEBALL REPORT 

Persona observing a fireball or meteor should report the iaformattoa to 
the American Meteor Society. The information desired ls cont2.tned below. 

A very brUUant meteor or flrebaU 1s re
ported to have passed ln your vielDlty on ~ ••• 
at the hour ot •••••• WW you please answer 
as fully a.s possible the follo'fiSDC queatioDI, 
which are asked on behalf of the American Me
teor Society tn order that permanent records ot 
such phenomena may be obt2.tned. When these 
repora are published each contributor wboae 
report is fairly complete will be mentioned, U 

• 

10 

poiSible, and due erecUt rtven. n ts only by the 
belp ot tboee ·'Who can give personal information 
that data can be secured for the computation o! 
the orbitll of meteors. These data are of creat 
acienwtc value and all reucmahle efforts should 
be made to otxatn them. Youwillbeunable prob
ably to azwwer all que~oas below, but answer 
th~e you can, as they may be o! the createst 
1mporhace. 

• 

• 
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I 

• 

• 

• • 

.i 
• 

I 
• 

(1) Give your name and address. 

(2) Where were you when you saw the meteor? (I! the town i.s small pleue Jive county a.s well.) 

(3) Give the date, hour and minute when the meteor appeared; also kind of time used. 

(4) In what direction did lt appear (or 1n what direction was lt first seen)? This 1s not a.sldng 1n what 
direction 1t wa.s lOin& I 

(S) In what direetion did it disappear (or in what direction wu it last seen}? For question. 4 and 5, 
simply N, E, S, or W is not accurate enouch, unless these were the aact directions. I! compass 
is used, .state 1t; alao lf magnetic correction has been applied to compas.s reading. 

(6} At what height did 1t appear? (Use degrees 1D answering.) 

(7} At what height did it disappear? (Use d~p-ees in answeriD(.) 

(8) Did it pus directly overheacl (l.e., through the zenith)? 

(9) U not, to which side of the zenith did it ro. and. bow far from it? (Use degrees in answerq.) 

(10) Did it appear to reach the horizon? WUt sort of a horizon have you? 
• 

(11) What angle did the path of tbe meteor make with the borizon and 1n which direction wu tt then 
iQing? 

(12) If you are familiar with consteUaUons describe the path ot the meteor throuch the sky with 
reference to stars. 

. . 
(13) Did the meteor appear to explode? 

{14) What was the duration of 1u f111bt 1n seconds? 

(15) Describe the train lf one was left. I! it last~ long enough to show drift, most euefully tell 1n 
what direction train drifted. Give sketch, if posstl:)le, sbowifte this with regard to horizon. 

(16) What was the duration of the train in seconds? 

(17) Did you hear any sound? 

• 

How loq after seeing the meteor was it before you heard this 
sound? 

Did you heu an actual explosion? How long after seeing the explosion was it bel ore you heard it? 

(18) Of what color wa.s the meteor? 

(19) What wa.s the size of tht~ meteor? (Compare it with the Moon or with a pl:met or star.) 

(20) Wu more than one body seen before the explosion (if any}? 

(Zl) What wa.s condition of sky at Ume? 

(22) Give n:unes a."\d addresses o! others who saw the meteor . 

(23} PleJ.Se mail this reply to 

Charles p ; Oliver 
AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY 
521 N. W)'Mewood Ave 
ltarbertb, Pennsylvania 19072 
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DDO UPDATE AS OF 300600 EST OCT 

• •nl.· c" oT'I .... 1· .f ' PO .. .... -··- ---
( ' _!).~ .;; ppro>:i~.: tel y 290100 EST oct 75, an 

was sj.chtet at an alti tud e o! 150 fee t a~ ap?ro):ima t ely 300 to 500 
rr.e te!' s f !'O;:'l a ·.·: capon~ s torage area a t Loring .h!B , 1·i'E. J:.t 29 030 0 !:ST • 

c=t 75, the uLi~entified helicc~t~r ~as s ich ted ever t he wea~c~ s . - . 
I 

' .... '1.. • .... ~ l' ~ . - l G ~ ' . ,G) h , . sto:.·a se .a::e c=. . n no~~: l.ns ... ances 1 a n J>.:. .ny .. a ~..l.onc;.. ua=... ' '" · . e_~-
copt.er res?~=-~~cc I i:lu":. ":as unab1 e t o cont act or i o:ntify the :.::.t:..:..·uoer. 
!·lG Sniff:.n, D~ Di =ector for O?s, DCSO?S 1 approve~ t~1e f~llowi~; 
proc ec ·.a·es fer any similar incident effectiv~ until 300500 EST 

Oct 75: 

• 

- NG helicopter and crew placed in "full tim~ treining duty'' 

{FT7D ) • 

- NG h~ licopter mat enter 
Cana~ian autl1orities. 

Canadian air s-cace .. .;i th consent of -

- l\'G helicoi:'lt.er employment 1 . . .... .::1. 
~.l. ~.-e\,0 to tracking and identification. 

• 

- Only U.S. rnilita~y pe=son~el and if considered necessary 
:- ep:-E'scn~a'ti ves .: ror\. the ::SI I FA.!L., and Borcer ?at:-ol \·;ill 
err.l:.az ::: e~ in the NG hel.ico}:lte=. 

• . 
(SOURCE: 42 B\~ CP LO?..! NG AFB 291140Z OC'!' 7 5; 
ACTJV!TI~S ). 
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DDO UPDATE Jl.S OF 301300 

-. -. i- -·-·-· 

- • • 
290100 -s .... L J Oct 

150 
75, an n e.!. --

appr o:·:.:.r..a te ly 300 • t.uae of 
to:- ace •• --co ... s s 

hel fie~ ... -' er: -

fee 
ea 

_._ 
COl-

... .... -+c: .. 
h!'B, . 

• • • -CO':jte= . ·ac ... - Sl.g 
- . . 

:\c:t:.l.c7laJ. - • ··:m ~~- !.v an 

J..'t 
o-.~e~ 

Gu--~ c. ... ... 

'="S"' - . OC': 

• • • • cc:;-:::.er 
• 

tc 500 
0300 

S ... c··- ,.-o 
t.. -c ' · -• 

co;:;t.e= 
Proctour 

• 
• ,. . t:: ......._,.- ., -

_ ... . :',.J. , ""-

J.fJ i~stances, 
. .• "" c: "·"'-'-

.. ... -~~"'! ._ ... ~ ........ e - . ... . . 
,c on··~ 
- -l ----o= --·· - . ' h 't. •• e • ' ..... -4· trucer. -

r.:e --
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operations. 
.,.,r-. r- I'?. --o--- ) .:,. "-\... r-.r -
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... .... to 
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;_=ack 
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• -nc:. ._ 
-• • . c c. ... .&. ..... , ... ..:.. -I', -\·;ere 

shoulc • • .. cur~ return 
return that 
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't 
,..,-
··~ tne eve!";ing of 

..::;~ __ ._. not 
~· F __ l.r orce 

(SOURCE: 
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~l.EI10RANDUM FOR RECORD 

.. ·~ 

-· 
30 October 197 5 
0445 EST 

• 

Subject: Army National Guard Helicopter Support for 
Loring AFB 

• 

• . . 
• . -

1. At 292.035 EST Oct 7·5, LTC Dyer, Office of the Director 
of Ope.rations, USAF, ·requested that the Army National Guard 
(NG) helicopter and c~ew currently located at Loring AFB, · 
Maine, be made availaple to the Commander of the 42nd Bomb . 
Wing until 300800 EST Oct 75. The NG helicopter would be 
employed to .track and identify the unidentified helicopter 
that has violated the airspace inthe vicinity of the weapons 

. stor.age area at Loring rAFB during thef early morning hours 
· of 28 .and 29 Oct 75. . LTC Dyer stated that. international 
borders would ~ot be~crossed, and· that apprehensions would 
not be attempted by personnel embarked in the NG helico~ter. 
Any civil pollee on board the aircraft would participate . 
only to ·the extent of communica~;ng with appropriate police 
officials on the ground, with the latter singularly responsible 
!or the apprelum=:i.lon u£ the $USpect aircraft ·or crew. 

. . . 
• • 

2. This request was relayed to ~IG Sniffin, DA Director of 
Operations, DCSOPS, at 292100 EST. J-IG Sni-ffin indicated . 
his intent to check with Army le;al . officials on t~e matter · 
prior to making a decision. . 

• 

3. The SAC Command Post was informed at 292050 EST of the 
request by LTC Dyer, and the fact that MG Sniffin was 
checking ~:ith Army legal authorities. Col Freeman, "M 
Operations Center, was also informed of the status. 

Special Asst to SECOEF/ 4. Col Bailey, Mil Asst to the 
OEPSECDEF, has been advised of 
DOD approval be r _equired. 

the helicopter request should 
• 

5. The State Department Canadian Desk Officer has been 
kept informed of the situat~on. 

6. At 292230 EST MG Sniffin approved use of the helicopter 
l-7i th the following constraints: 

• 
• • 

a. Tracking and .i~entification only. 
• 
' ' b. Apprehension by u.s. personnel not 

• 

authorized .. 

c. No crossing of internati onal borders. 

• 
• 
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AS OF 132200 EST NOV 75 

(U l !n future UFO • i •htings, ~he ~~ST ~~~Desk Officer will initiate 
telepho ne rec;:uests t.o ~'ie Ser-.. ior Duty Of::icer at. tbe Air Force Glo~~l Weather Cen~ral (AFGWC ) for a t~~erature inve=s i on anal~s i s ~ ~ 

the vi c ini ty of unu sua l s i gh t ings . The te l ephone response by 
,A!' G\~C will be f ollowed with a pri or i t y message. (SOURCE : 

~~R 132035 EST NOV 75 ) • 
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THE NA'"FIONAL •MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
WA$to4tNC:TOII:. D.C.. 20)01 

• . .: . --::·:;:...J'.~· . . . . . .. . 13 Nove!TI!:>er. 
2035 ES'I' 

1975 

T 1o1 l: J :> 1 NT ST A,.,. • 

Subject: .Requests for Temperature Inversion Analysis 

1. LTC Schmidt, representing Air Force Global '-Ieather Centr.al 
(AFGWC), visited the NMCC at 131500 EST to discuss arrangements 
to i~~lement the procurement of weather information desired • 

by CJCS, ~hich is the subject of DDO Environmental Services 
memo of 13 November 1975. The following agreements with LTC 
Sch~idt were reached: 

a. The West Hem Desk Officer ,.,ill act as the control 
officer for temperature inversion analysis requests initia
ted by the NMCC. These requests will be made in conjunc
tion with sightings of unusual phenomenon along the northern 
US border- · 

• 
I . 

b. Each telephone request will be serialized, i.e., (TIA 
etc.} and directed to the duty officer at AFGWC, autovon 
866-16~1 - or 271-2586. -· AFGNC-wil~·provide the requested 
analyses by telephone followed. up by a priority message. 

c. A record of the serialized reguests/ responses will be 
maintained by t ·he \-'est Hem Desk Officer. 

Di stribut ion: 
J -30 
.J-31 
J-32 
J-32A 
J-38 
DDO 
ADDO 
eeoc 
\\'est Hem Desk 
\·To·;:·~CCS Ops & .E:val Di v 

Brigadier General . USMC 
Deoutv Director f~~ . .. 
Op~rations, NMCC 

.· ' 

•• . 

t:!l, 
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• THE 1-J ATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND CENTER 
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WASHINC:TON, D .C . 203CI 

• 

T~~ J.:)t•.-T S'TAT' . 
• 

! 

Re:>ort of UFO - Cannon Jo.FB · Nt-~ -
Reference: Phoneco~ 21055 EST Jan 76 

• • • 
• 

.., - -"' -' 'a-:- ... ..,.\, IL \..i ... c: __ -

The !o11owine information 
"' Qjera~ions Center at 0555 -

• • "''as r ece~ vee 
EST: 

from ~he Air Fo=ce 

• 

·-

'c-,. ' I ~ - # ~ 

• 

"T-..•o u!'Os are reported nea: the flight l i ne ~ t Cannon J:~E, 
NEw Me~ico . Security Police o~servin; tne~ reportec ~he V?Os 
to be 25 yards in diameter, gold or silver in color ~i~h blue 
licht on to~, hole in the micdle and rec lie~t ~r. bo~torn. Air - - -
Force is checking wi~h ra~ar. -Additionally, checkins wea~her 
ir.v~rsion cata." 

• 

• 

• 

• 

,:,j. 
,.--r-7 ii' (Hn 

MOf-IN 
;(ear AcirrLi=al , t:Sl\ 
Deputy Director ~o~ 
Operations, !\'1'-~CC 
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'THE NATIONAL :.11LITARY COMh~AND CENTER 
• 

·,, -. I - :n •· • .-, o 
..J- ..... c=. ..: ""~- ~ 

~ 

2400 EST 

• 

Uni~enti!ied Flying Object Sighting 

1. J:.t 310805 received nhoncon from·Jl..FOC: !-~G Lane, CG, Arrna.nent 
• • 

anc Development Test Center, Eglin AFB, :lorida called anc :eportec 

• 

• 

a UFO si;hting !rom 0430 EST to 0600 EST. Security Policemen 
S?Otted lights from what they called a UFO near an E;lin radar 
site . 

2 . :~sra?hs of the liqhts were taken. The Eglin Office of· 
l:-... _::": .. ~ion has made a press release on the UFO. 

• .. 
3. '!'~e t~m?erature · inversion analysis i:1cicatee no signific~nt 
........ TP:-...:. __ ._ •• ,..e •-ve,..s .., on -t -gl~n "'~B ~- ·~·~ ... , _,e T.\..e onJ."v ._,_,. ~:~ -- = .. '-- •. J - ... c .t, - .1"\,t" -... r.. • .a c: ~ ~ _ .:,, • ;.l -

invers~on Preser.t ~as cue to raciat~on fzorr. ~he su~face ~o 2500 -teet. The Eglin suriace conditions were clear skies , visibilitv -
10-1~ rr~les, caL~ wines, shallow ground !og on the r~nway, and 
a surface te~perature of 44 degree F. 

r-. 'T $'7'...., ~ 3P~--J. 0"' • ... - .. -~- '-" .... ;, . 
DDO 
~DDO 

eeoc . 
\·:est Bern · 
PJ. 
;..:oc 
.J-30 
~ -'!12 ..., _, 

• 

• 

FRED A • T?XY 
- . ~ . 1 ' c:~. 'r' =r~ gac.l er 7'7'.era , U--~ 

Deputy Di~ctor for 
O?er a ti ons ( !~MCC} 

• 

• 

• 
' 
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• • l l' . . . ~ -.. ~, ... ....,.,. .. - ~..;..; Tl ON.t-.L MILITARY co:-.~. ~ .. ·,t.:-.:D - . . ... ,_ . ~ THE 
~- ' - - J ... • . . .. . . . ... , . . - . .,. - .. . • WI..SHINCTON . ·o .C . : ::30\ 
·. , · . .... ~--· .. -, ...... _,.....,. / . 

' ·' ~/ 

. 
• 

• 

'·-·.-_ ... . ---- v· . ·- ··'• .-~ · .. ·· .... ._ ......... -,..: .... ,.., .. 
Su~ject: 

• 

FOR ~COP..D 

Reports of Unicentified Flv:..nc .. ... O~jects (UF'Os ) 

, -. At a~proxi~ately 0345 EDT, t-he ... ' "t' ,..C - .--' ... .: '-" called to i~cicate 
... ~. e,· :-. ::oc· -ece ~-•: .c:oo· se~7er - 1 -e_, ...., ....... s c~ · · ~c·c:: ~n ... n· e .. , ~. - ~ ... .. ... ,. - -· · · - - - · - \ c. - _,....,__ - I.,. .. - _.... ._ ... .... ... _ .. . - .. 
of ?or~ Ritchie. ~he following events s~~~arize the =eports 
(ti;;1es are a.?prc.>:ili~a.te) • 

' . -
a. 0130 - Civ·ilians reDortec a 

• 
Ht. .J:.iry, !·'d. This inf o::-=.a tio:n -was 
from the National Aeronautics Board 
Ritchie Military Police . 

• 

UFO sishting near 
ob~:ined via a call 
(? ) to the Fort 

b. 0255 - ~o separate patrols from Site R re-oo:-tec5 
• .... ~ _... -o~- .; nc · 

'--·" ~, .u "- ~ 

• 

sighting 3 oblong objects with a reddish 
east to west. Personnel were lqcated a~ 
on to~ of the ~our.~ain at Site R. 

se~arste l ocat i ons 
• 

• 

c. 0300 - Desk Sot at Site R ~ent tc the to~ o: t~e .. . 
mountain anc observed a UFO over the a.m.-no sto .raoe Site R 

a.ree at 

d. 
Site R 

-100-200 yards altitude. 

0345 ·-An Ar.my ~olice Sgt _on the way to work at 
reported sighting a UFO in the vicinity oi Site R. 

2. ...,,~MCC r-...... J was re~~ested to have each i ncivi dual write a .. 
· sta te..'i\ent 

was about 
on the sightinss.. One indivie~al state6 the object 
the size of a 2 1 / 2 ton truck. 

• • 

3. Based on a JCS :r:,e;norandum, sub j ect : Te.7.?erat·i.lre !;;version 
A.'"lalysis, dated 13 No~·e~e= 197 S, t he NNCC contcc~eo -:.he Air 
:rorce Glo:,al Weather Ce:"ltral. The Dt:tv ot:icer, L'!'C o·v~RBY I --e ..... o - .. ec· ... ~a· •he D·, l 'l es , ...... e-n a•.: o---, · ; ........... r ... o'.-.s~:.-~·- ... l.. o""~ - _, .-. - \...o l \. "- -... _ -<~~• ~ _. ~- •.aC- ~--- _,._, ~ -" -- "'C-. ... _ • • 
sh~· .. ,-ed t"'·o temoerature inversions e>:isted at the t ime of the - • 

• 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

·-
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?.eports of Uni denti!' i :;: :::-.:·:inc O!::J. ects 
4 "' 

{ t:TOs ) 

;'allege~ sightings. ~he first exten~e~ !=orn t~e su~!ace to 
: I 1,000 feet absolute and the secone· e~is~ed ~et~:en 27,000 
/ a~d 30,000 feet, a~solute. He also Ec:c ~~~ a~~cs;~::e 

I between 12,000 an~ 20,000 feet ~as ~Ea~i:,, sa~~=~ted ~ith 
J -· ~oisture. A hard copy message ~ill fol2o~ . 

• • 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 

Dl ST.iU BUTI ON: 
J-30 
J-31 
J-32 
J-33 
DDO 
.l..DDO 
eeoc 
t • .,..:-=-v Do_ sk· ''··-..... 
ASD/?A Rep 

• 
• 

• 

• 

Bri~acier General, USMC 
Deputy Director for 
Operations, Nl-,CC 
• 

. . . 
, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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ITA'UtUCAL DATA FOR UAJIS liU.\116 

TOT At. CASES BT CATJ:OORT 
(COIIIPIJ ... 1 HO'I 151 

1153 1154 lUI till 1111 1151 1151 1110 1111 11112 un Ut4 TOTAL 

A.fti'OIIO lftk;~ 111 131 us m :Ml zn 144 ass zas Ul II us ztn 
Aircraft 'J3 10 w lU Jll lot a ... ~ a 'n 11 lilT 

B•''ooa 
,. 13 102 IS tU ,. n Z2 :n lt Zl 1t ... 

'lftiiiiUJ.clent 0.\& 
.,. lOS " 132 11\ 1U ., lOS us N " tl tZ41 

Otber 82 II 15 11 120 n ,.. N ~ - IS 51 •• Ill 

Sa.IIWt. II 0 0 0 • u 0 Z1 •• 7'7 u 142 417 

Un1~1.fll'd 42 41 24 t4 14 10 12 14 n 15 14 II Zl1 
TOTAL 101 m m N 1001 m 111 m m 414 m m nn 

ASTROHOM1CAI. SKiRT1tl05 

Met-on 'JO 12 .,. •• 11t 111 100 ll'f Ul ., ,, ll Uts 
Stare Ul4 Plmetl 101 44 A 121 ·144 ,. 40 45 '71 31 23 S5 lOS 

C\Ur .. 1 4 3 tl 1 4 3 • I I 1 n 
TOTAL m m m m ""M m lli -m m m ft m 2111 

orRER CASES 

Houn, Ralluel.llatlou, 
Onre~l• ~.,or>.r md 
1' eye IIOloll:le a.1 C;\ldH u • 11 11 n 21 14 u 1'7 ll 11 34 221 
,. .... u .. an4 Jtoc:uts 2 1 1 3 .. • 14 u. u ' u ' 13 • 
Renec:t1ana 4 • .. :a .. 1 ll ' 3 3 0 2 M· .. 
Flares IACI 1'1!'...:::-lrs 1 .. • • • s s ' .. 3 3 'J II 

Mln~rn and ~erstona 3 2 .. 1 • I 4 ' • 3 ~ 2 n • 
Search :and Gr~ldlt8 • I 14 • 12 • I • 1 3 3 I 11 

Cloucla an4 Contrail~ • s 2 1 • I a 4 s .. I 0 41 

C'IWI 0 a 0 1 z • l 4 3 5 z 1 n 
BI.U .. l z I 1 1 0 3 2 z z t 34 

II a4&r An.a.1 )'11U u , 1 I 21 s • I • 0 1 z ., 
PMto~JIU 1 1 a 4 l , 4 I s z 3 I 40 

Ph'l"ll.cal Swtim~" 1 I I 3 I 10 s 1 4 n 3 • 'JO 

Su•IUtl Do>Cay 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 I 3 3 4 :a u 
Other 1 7 4 0 • s s s • 2 4 I 41 

TOT .A .I. ""'iJ "'"!1 61 6I' uo "'iJ - "'li -- -n -u "li Ill 71 .. 

8 
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• STATISlJCS FOil lMS 

(COIIIIP&Ltd II Jaa Jell) 

' J.ut FEB MAR ...,. MAY JtJJf .nn. AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL 
-

ASTitONOMJ~ L 10 I 11 4 2 10 Z1 12 30 n 22 12 245 

A1RCRAYT 11 I 14 11 14 , 32 11 20 13 14 5 210 

BALt.OON 3 2 1 3 0 3 ., • 2 ' 0 2 31 

C\'SCFnCIE:n' DATA 5 4 2 4 4 2 II 24 15 ' 3 1 15 

OTHER ll • 7 • 5 I • 42 , • 11 J 121 

SATELUTE 4 ' 5 5 15 s 42 u 24 3 0 l 1U 

U~tDE!'."TlFIED 1 0 2 I 1 0 2 4 4 0 I 0 11 

P£:0:DC'JG 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 2 • • 2 n 
ii - i5' B if 'ft m - 1i5i ·- - D m 

TOTAL n zaz 70 5I 

ASTIIONO~IICAL CASD 

JAM FEB MAll APII NAY JtJJf JVL AUG SEP OCT NOV D.EC TOTAL 
- -

!>1•t•on e I • 2 2 4 14 21 1l I • 5 101 

St:a ra and P Witts 3 1 3 2 0 5 10 ss 11 20 13 , us 
OUIU Ia lb 0 0 a lc 3d Je Ia lJ' 0 0 t 

- i - - - - 2' n 11S 2"f - - m 
TOT.\L 10 11 4 2 10 22 12 

t.ll :Sol..lr lm:a111t (b ) :110011 (c ) SIMI (4) Aeflltetlld Maanll&Dt, P•rhel'- , MOOD (e ) RIOitettC MoonliCIII Ill C:ollltt llu!p-Sela 

OTKtR CATEGORY 

JAlll FEB MAR ...,. MAY JUN AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC TOTAL -
Hoaxn, HaUvclnattCINI, 
""" IOa!llt Jt~ru and 
PilyCIIOlOC\Cal C&I&HI 5 3 1 I I 2 12 I 3 0 0 :M 

::ICIIIi.IU and Jtoc: IIIIU 1 1 1 1 3 1 10 

Rt01tct1ou 1 1 2 1 1 I , 
flaru :uld Fire-rill I l I I 4 

~lnu• &.nd lnvltrtliiNI 2 3 s 
Surcb 1-"111 GrOI&IId UCbts 2 I 0 I 0 0 I 2 0 0 2 0 8 

C:1011da and C:onlraila I I I :s . 
Cl\:llt 

I I 

S lrdl 1 2 2 3 I 1 l 11 

Pll\'sle.ll Sptetm•u lc lr lw 3 

lb~Sa.r .... nalyau lit ., 3rmn 1111 I 

Photo Analy"l Zdl ld lJ ZI&J SK lJ IZ 

Saltlhtt D~tcay D l 1 I 0 l 0 2 0 1 0 l I 

:\lise tll&nto..a bll 2llr 111 41bbb tb 3tv¥ 1S - i - - - I - - 1 - - i m TOTAL u ' • 5 • 42 II ll 

1.11 Tr:ac:1t1 Bul\ttl lb) Muillc•rpntation of COII9efttlonal Objects (c) MNl Ball [ell Dtnloper Smear (1) Anom&lQUI Prapa.pU• 
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FmEBALL REPORT 

Persons observing a fireball or meteor abould report th! 1nforma.t1on to 
the American Meteor Society. The information desired ill contained below • 

. 
A very brUllant meteor or fireball Ls re-

ported to have passed in your vicinity on ~ • • • 
at the hour of . • • • • • WW you s-lease an.nrer 
as fully as possible the · foUowtDc questioJUJ, 
which are asked on bebalt of the .American Me
teor Society 1n order tbat permanent records of 
such phenomena may be obta.lned.. Wben these 
reports are published each contributor wbo•e 
report is fairly complete Will be mentioned., U 

• 

• 

10 

possible, and due credit pven. n 1s only by the 
help of tbose ·wb.o can pve personallnform.ation 
that data can be secured for the computation of 
the orbU. of meteors. These data are of great 
se1entiflc value and all reuQ!W)le eUo!U should 
be made to obtain them. Youwillbeunable prob
ably to answer all questtons below, but a.nawer 
those yau can, ·as they may be of the greatest 
importance. 

• 
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(1) Give your name and address. 

(2) Where were you when you saw the meteor? (If the town is small please give county as well.) 

(3} Give the date, hour and minute when the meteor appeared; also kind of time used. 

{4) Inwhat direction did lt appear (or in what direction was it first seen)?This 1s not asking in what 
direction it wa.s going 1 

( 5} In what direetioo did lt disappear (or 1n what direetion w~ it last seen)? For quest1oru1 4 and S, 
simply N, E, S, or W Ls not accurate enough, unless these were the exact direetion!!l. If compass 
is used, state it; also if magnetic correction has been applied to compass reading. 

(6) At what height did it appear? (Use degrees 1n answering.) 

(7) At what height did it disappear? (Use d"grees 1n answertuc.) 

( 8) Did it pass directly overhead (1. e., through the zenith) ? 

(9) I1' not, to which side of the zenith did it go, and how far from it? (Use delt'ees in answerq.) 

(10) Did it appear to reach the horizon? Wbat sort of a horizon have you? 
• 

(11) What angle did the path of the meteor make with the horizon and in which direction waa it then 
going? 

(12) If you are famiJlar with constellations describe the path of the meteor through the .sty with 
reference to stars. 

(13) Did the meteor appear to explode? 

{14) What was the duration of its flight in seconds? 

(15) Describe the train if one was left. U U lasted long enough to show drift, most carefully tell in 
what direction train drifted. Give sketch, if possible, showing this with regard to horizon. 

(16) What was the duration of the train in seconds? 

(17) Did you hear any sound? 

• 

How loa& alter seeing the meteor was it before you heard this 
sound? 

Did you hear an actual explosion? How long alter seeing the e:ocplosion was it before you heard. tt? 

(18) Of' what color was the meteor? 

( 19) What was the size of' th~ meteor ? (Compare it with the Moon or with a. pl:::IJlet or star.) 

(20) Was more than one body seen before the explosion (if any)? 

(21) What was condition of SIC"J at Ume? 

(22) Give names a.."ld addresses of others who saw the meteor . 

{23) Please ml.U this reply to 
Charles P. Oliver 
AMERICAN METEOR SOCIETY 
521 N. WyMewood Ave 
Narberth, Pennsylvania 19072 
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Subject: AFB Penetration 
• 

• 
• 

1. At 2902.00 EST AFOC informed IDICC that an unidentified 
helicopter, possibly two, had been sighted'flying low over 

. Loring AFB Maine, in proximity to a weapons storage area. 
' f f • • • 

• 
in to assist in 

. . 
2~ An Army National Guard helo was called 

· . locating the unidentified helo(s) • 

· 3 .. NORAD ·was informed of ! the incident by SAC,: requested and 
' . 

reci~ved authority . f~om ·canadian officials to proceed into 
Canadian airspace if ·necessary to locate the .intruder. 

4. At 0404. SAC. Command Centez: i~9~med NiiCC that the arcy helo 
assisting on the scene had not sighted the unidentified helo(s). 

5 .. A similar incident was reported at Loring the evening of 
28 October 1975 • 

.. 

Distribution: 
CJCS (5) 
DJS (3) 
J-30 
J-31 . 
J-32 
J-32A 
J-33 
J-34 
J-35 
J-38 

. 
• 
I 
! 
I 

• ' • . 

• 

• 

CSA 
CNO . 

CSAF 
CMC 

• 

• { 
• • ;;. _,. ~ 

~P~--~ ""---""' ---
c. D. 20BERTS, JR. 
Brigadier General, USMC 
Peputt Director for 
Operations (NMCC) 

• PA REP 

• 

• 
WEST HEL·l DESK 
NWSB 
NMCC BRIEFER 

CH, ~niMCCS OP~ & EVAL DYV 
DDO (NMCC) 
ADDO ( Nl·1CC) 
eeoc (NMCC) 
DIA REP FOR NMIC • • 

• 

NS.A REP 
CIA REP • 

• 

• 

.. 
• 

• 

• 

• 

-··· --· ·-
§.~ 
t=·: . ...... 
r.~~..:.·. ·-··· - ----r::::::: . 
( ..... •. 
-...... 
~::.:: ......... -........ 
--·-· .......... ··--· ·····... ..... ·.. ---· ...... _. ··•••· . •..... . .. --·· 

• 

-··· ......... . -· --·· -··· ..••. ...... ···---·-· . . ..... 

• 

• 
• • ~I 

• 

--· .. ... 
--· .... ··--
·-· ..... -· -·· -·-· -· .... - · ··--· 

. ...... - · -·· ...... 
·-· ·--· ·-·· ...... .... -· 

.. ... 
.. ... . .•. . ... . .... 

F.
~:::: ....... 
..... 
..... .... ···-

. !§'" . .... 
~
·~~~: ...... ... ....... 
·-· -··· [ -··· 
.. .... ··---. . .. ... 

~-·. .. ... .... .. . ........ -·· .... .... ... ..... . .... . ..... . ... ... -...... -·· .... ... -· 
••• .... ..... ... 

.. ... ---

.... . .•. ·-.. ... ... -·· ... .. . -··· ... ... 

••• ... ... 
·-· ... ... ... ... ... 

. ·; • ••·zt•••••••·•·•\ol.lo.V.•~•···-·-· .... a; ,._.. • .,....,._.._....,.,.,.,..,,. .... _. •••••... o.~-·....... -•·-··• ::· 
•••• •- •• • • • • • • ••• •• • • ••• • • n • r • r r • <o <o • .._ • •••••• ·--•-• ••- • •••• • •••• • • ••••-•w•• •••-• ----- ... .... •• 0 • • • .... ••-•• 0 •• • ,.,.,. ,...,,. •• - ••·-----·••••• -· )-;••-• •"'- - • -- -··. ---- . ·--- .... -. -·-.. -................... ····-.......... ....... --- ---····· .. ............ .............. :.:~~~=;: ::-;:·:-···--··;:. ··-··-·· ............... ................ -........... ............... ....... ··-- ..... ······-· ........... ................ - ...... -·-- · - · ...... -.. -. - ...... -.• : -·-·.·:.-::t:.•r !'t ~ ':"':'.-.·.· ... _ ....... ""! rn~ .. -· ··-·-.. _ ..... ~ ............ ....... .. ....:..-..-.. · .. --·:.• :: ~ ~~· - ... •••· ........... ------.::..-.-::: ::.:..-·:: - ........ ·; ; ; : : ;.:.:.; ~:::· .. ~~·-·:.:.::,:::.::: .. ;. ....... n ......................... .... ···-.................. . n ........... .... n ........ -·· - - •• ..-.. ·:: ............................ ..... _ .................... _ .......................... .. ----··-·!':'::··--·····-····--·········-·····----·-- - .. ·· ... . ; ..• · . . ........ ---··. • ................... ,. .•. -:-.-.·.·-~:: ,,, ,,~~ ::: "==--.-.-.-.. .-.-.... , .-: T=~,=== =, 

• 



• 

--

. --.. --- .... - · 
- - , --~ - .. .,.,1 o·~ ~ =... . ~.!.- 1 ~··~'. - !~ ----

DDC U?DJ:.TS 

• 

o: ? -90£0 

f" • ec r 

~C''i' --- 0
,.....,.. -- -• t -~ 

epo:::t & .:.. r orr. 
• • . . -' (; f'l ":' r, i'l _ . ..... _\., .. Cct 

..., 
I 

-' I 
• 

,. .. 
~ --=--- --Jr.. , -

"!.' ~ :. · .... ., ...,_ .... --- .. 
·.• .. -- C 

•. .. . ... ........... .. -.. ~ 
..... ' - • - . -- +- ...... -c...--. "" 

,, .. .,.. ... -. .. -- -- y /"" ...... 
r . - .. ,· ... 

•. • • .... , - - r.-•• ... .... _ -. -• ... • -' . ~- • - • .. ;.., oen 
r;c: "'. -- ; --',.!' ::> .L - ""' ••. 

""',. c ,. l. . .,.._ ; ~ \' 

wC:.I tO"'---

'tO a 
hel 

sto:-aoe • 

-· ·c _v. ~ I'. .. '- • 
' 

• 
~·.--.. -
-' 

,. -
• - . ' .. 

ea . . 
'£... '!'""'~·'' ---~- ~ · · 

,. -"" .. 
-
l 

1 

.. 
" 

. - ' -,1(':. -<: -· ~ J . . ~ -

... 
• 
'. 
: ' 

• .. • • .... : ~ 
s. . . . -c·--J ... ..., • 

• .. . ... c;:o.o"": s 
• ... ... 

- ... , ; ...... 

l 

l. 

,...,_
\.t; ! C 

• 
I 

• - l.e:: 
• 

• I"" • • 

c;r ) 

J.oca-.: 
-.' ... .. !Jrieflv .. 

0 

ho, .. --
' ~· ..... _ .... 

0 -
• 
l 

,..,.-..
--u-~ • 

• :..cen~l c:r 
• :..co:>-=.er 

• 

e.= t s ) 
incla 

v:cre 
hel~ 

• 
~ -... •• ~- .. '··-'-. - i co-.::,-te:- s 

• 
~ ..... a ~he 

~ 
, - ' .. • 1. Siqh ._: 

;.... _ o! -.. 
S o-u.,.. ;~v _ .... __ ..... -

• 

c1.:.~rds. 
. . --G __ ;._, ea 

F-. 
.... 

' --J .... ~ . ~-
~ 

"" -
__ ... . . . 

a Oc 

. . .. ..,.,.. 
\·, l ...... 

- 75. Per ;;;is ' s~on r.as neen • g:-anted 
• 

a.1rsp~ce 

ch:l: in~ 
Canaf.i ar• by 

if o: ... 
ties to g~ve. 

effectcc 
t'lUJ.:'S'Ul. 

.... 
• -• u.s. by 

into Canadian 
helicopters. 

Co ..... -c ... 
•I ~0 .... 

• 

• 

• 
l.S 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

.. 

-

r::.=.::: ----·· .... -...... tc·---· ~=-·-

·-·--··· :;:.;.-;::::: ----· ····--·· 

---··· ··-----
L-::.-.-:;:.· 
E·--·---------·· _., _____ _ 
;;:·-· ----····--~ ........ ---· 

-····-· ----· _ .. 
····--........ -· 

I 

-· --
--· -
.. ........ . .......... ·-·-·· ... -... ------·· ........... ............. ·-···· -··-··-··--· ·--·· ··-·· ·-··· ···-·· !!:Z:: 
............ 

[
·:.-::::. --·----·--· ·-·· .......... t ....... 

f:-:-..= ......... ......... ............... 
r::::::: 

---·-· ----·· ······- · ··---···... ·-··· 
~~= --· -··· ----· ....... --·-· ·--··-· ....... -------t" .. --=: ·-····----·-······-··· ' :.::.:!'::: .......... .. ..... -....... __ 
:.:~~::~ 
r::-:.·.~--'-----·· r:.····· .. ::::.: . ···---· ····--. --·····--· ·---··· .............. ·--··-· .......... -·----............ ·······--······... .. _ ... -· ····-·· ...... _ ..... . .... ...... .. ··-· ···----· ............ ·-·-·-· -···· ·····--· .............. ···---.. _ 
·-··-··· ····---· 

' 

;::;;::.: .......... ......... ........... ......... ............. .. ...... ' ......... 
: ~~~~::-:: 

"=o···•·'i'·=·'--···= ""~" .......••. ".,,,, .. ·-·····-~-" .... ···-···· ... ·-· - . . ..... . --·-· ............. ·. ,.,,."'''' '"' """=""'""'"""="' "'""""" ...... ,_,_. __ " """' .......... - .......... ....... ...... :u:::.............. , ___ .... o· -· ... • .... .. . ,_ ................ _:::::::;.;:··-··=::::::::.w:;.:;::.-:==-·- .. . - •• -·- ::"=:.•: --.......... .._ ................ --·--· ..... _.,___ .... -. .. .. ........ .. . ·:: .... , '' ........ -.... :: ....... --~··-·.-.-, .... _,:-;:::-::."""' .... -..... . .... : ' ..... ............. ;;;;;;;;--··--'""'"""'·'='·-=::_ ·-·----.... -- . ..l-~-;,-.::.,· . . · ... ·.:: ·.:::::· : .. ·.·.--:-:::::::::::::::: .. :.:·.:::::::::" .. :m:::m:="'''· - -·- _::::::: . • ...................... -.: :;: : ;;:.:: :.:.; •• ..:~ ::: ............... ·.:.! ~ ...... •• • •• _ ...... ; ~:::::..;.:.!! ----.;.::: .·.-:=.·. -···--... -·.. .. ........ ······-- ·-----··-· ·--



. / 
/ 

--
"-t . • • • u 
loJIIt uo . 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

I . 

,;.. ' " "-~ .... w '' •.•. •.. , :. :. 

LU I j J~u 31 

~AF/CC" 

1. Ei21'ly in the n10rniu~1 ul 27 Uc<.: WJ (<!PJWU.dau •• t<.:ly 0300L). two. U~J\F 
s~curi. ty pul ic~ p&~trol lu!.'u s"w unusl~oJ1 H~hts out~iot the oack ga1.e ot ,. 

· · RAF l~ouubridy~. ThinUn!J iu1 (JlrC:r&lft mi~ht huv•~ t.:r~·slu~d or been . forc~d. ~ 
down ' thty c a 11 c d far Pl.! I'Uii s s ion to ua ou~ side the! 9 i.l te to 1 nve~.t. ~ 941 tC..· •. . 
The on-nuty flight chief l"l.!spoudt!d cmd a1 !'"owed thr~~ ~~trc~::..~"l ::.. ;:-:-u- ·· 
ceeu uu ruot. Tleu- itu.liviuucll~ l'cj.iut·tE:J ~.::.!·.1ug. it :.tt·coyc glo.,..inu oi.Jject: 
'in therore~t. Tht: objct:t wcas desct·ibed as..bei,_•CJ u~ta.lic= in appearuuce 
a1ld trian{}ulcsr in ShdrH~· •. approximJtcly two ta. tlWt!t' meters.: iltross. t~~~ · · 
base·_ an¢ 4)pp.t·oxim~tely two n,ett::rs hi<;:~h. It illuminated: the ent·ire· forest. 
with· a: whit~ 1 i yht . The object i tSt! l f hud a. pul s il'·~· red. 1 i ght on· tap an'-'. 
a bank.($)· of blue l tyhts und£:nlt!ilth. 1he· oujact. \-laS. hovering·,9r·on lc:(J$. 
A~ tht:- patrolmcn approach(!d the object. it nlisn~uvercd through the- t1·ee!.· 
and d i sc.ppea re d4 At. th i ~ time· t~ an lllld 1 s on a nca r~y fCI rm went' in to a . 
f ren Z)'.. The obj ~ c t wt s b de t 1 y s.. i ~h t.t:u 4J pp ro x. i nl.l t r.:) y an, hour- 1 Ate r- nc:-.r.-
lhe l>ack" gat~. -....:. · ·· -
2. The n~::xt day. thn:~~ dt:!pressioll~ l ln~ .. t.h:ttJ,I ond 7" 1n dianH!ter Wt:l"l!"· · 

f oumJ wht! re- tflP. uu Jr. c t ha J !Jee11 s i g 11 Lt ~ cJ em t. he y rouu Ll . The f o 11 owing 
uight (29 D~c 80) t.hoe an~a was (ht!.:~t!d tur radiution. B~ta/~~dlrtlli4 1·c:adi119:. 
of 0 .1 mill irocnl<.J~.uc; wcr·e recardt;· ~ willl p~~:ak n · ~in~!. in the three- de
pt·t:~sion~ iind n~;,,· th~ c.:cnter of tin: l.dd•lyh: ! ur ·r•tt:.·~ l>v the d~pr~s,.iorrS .. 
A nea1·by tT~~ ·11 drJ wuJerate (.05~.1)7) rt:ading~ un the: >ide of tile- trte 
to~~crd the!' depr·ess.1on~. 

3. L~t~:r·· in the- ntyht a r·~:r.J ~un~like-liqht loJa!. .• c·~u th•ough the Lr~t-s. 
It muvcrJ abt,ut ua\a rul'>t-d. At one point it app~:.,~d i~ throw off Qlowiny 
particles ~nd tta~:fl lwul.t> ·.inlu five ~c!Ji•rate whitl· vu_iec.ts and then dh.-
a P pe ~ :"'t.! c:! • ! m•:~ d i ~ r.. e I y tilt: r e ,, ; t ~ r • t il.-t!<! s t u r- 1 i 1-: t.' • • n : l' c t s we: r~ not i c e d 
in the sky. t\~0 objects ttl th~ ntJrt.h and one t . l. . , ..... outh, all of which 
W(:rt .. • ab.J,,( )()0 v i f th..: ;,..,I"IJ:Ull. Tile ~J!..;jc;..:t~ ~.tli.J\f\. : • . ..ui Jly i11 :.l.ar~o~ ~'"~u1o• 
movemenu and diSpldyf!d t't!cJ, ~rl!~n c•l CI blue light ~ '~tee ~bjects. to th~ 
north appeared to Lie elliptiLol thrULJ9li an 8-12 ~JU\v•:,. L.·ns. They then 
tunH~d tu full cln .. lt-s . Thl! obj~c:t..s to tll~·nurth t'(~r·w·nt::d.in the sky IL;I' 
an hour ur more. The object to tht= sout.h was \llsible for t\"O or thre~· 

.•. 

hours. .and bean•ed uo.wn a. streom of light fron, time to tiu.e. Numerous iudhti· 
duals~ intluding tl.u~ under~igned. 1v\tne::)~~d the activitJe~ irt pa.ragrdphs 
2 arrd 3. ,, 

I '· ., , 

t. .Ju-l&/ _.. 
CJ/~RL£5 I. IALT, Lt Col, USAF 
De~u ly i3J5>e Coutu()I1Jcr : • 
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1. At 290200 EST AFOC infor.ned m!CC that an unidentified 
he~icopter, possibly .two, had been sighted'flying low over 

· Loring AFB Maine, in proximity to a weapons storage area. 
• • • • • • 

. . . 
2. An Army National Guard helo was ca~led in to assist in 

. loeating the unidentified helo(s). 

• 

• 
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· 3. NORAD : was info:c~ed of ! the inci~nt by SAC," requested and 
reci~ved authority . f~om ·canadian officials to proceed into 

· Canadian ai.rspace if necessary to locate the .intruder. 
• • 

• 

• 

4. At 0404. SAC Command Centtu: i~9~med NMCC that the arcy helo 
assisting on the scene had not sighted the unidentified helo(s). · 

• 
. 

5. A similar incident was reported at Loring the e~ening of 
28 October ~975 • • 
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a Me. NA-i ii.JNAL MILITARY COMMAND CEN I ER 
WASHlNGTON. D .C . 20301 

.. ·; 
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• 

• 

30 october 
04.¢5 EST 

• 

~1El10RANDUM FOR ~CORD 

Subject: Army National Guard Helicopter Support for 
Loring AFB 

• 

• 

. . . 

-· 
1.975 . 

1. At 292035 EST Oct 75, LTC Dyer, .Office of the Director 
of Operations, USAF, requested ~at the Army National Guard 

• • 
(NG) helicopter and c;-ew currently located at Lorl.nq AFB, · 

. . 

Maine, be made available to the Commander of the 42nd Bomb 
Wing unti1 300800 EST Oct 75. The NG helicopter would be 
employed to .track and identify the unidentified helicopter 
that has violated the airspace in the vicinity of the. weapons 

. stor.age area at Loring ~B during thef early morning hours. 
· of 28 .and 29 Oct 75. . LTC Dyer stated that . international 
borders would _not be~crossed, and· that apprehensions would 
not be attempted by personnel embarked in the NG helicopter. 
Any civil police on board the aircraft would participate · 
only to ·the extent of communicating with appropriate police 
officials on the ground, \'lith the latter singular1y responsible 
ro.r the app.r~htm~.ion uf the suspect. aircraft ·or cr.:w. . . . 

2. This request was relayed to NG Sniffin, DA Director of 
Operations, DCSOPS, at 292100 EST. t-tG Sni -F-fi n indicated . 
his intent to check with Army legal.officials on t?e matter 
prior to making a decision. . 

• 

• 

3. The SAC Ca~tand Post was informed at 292050 EST of the 
request by LTC Dyer, and the fact that MG Sniffin was 
checking ~:ith Army legal authorities. Col Freeman, A£ 
Operations Center, was also informed of the status. 

Special Asst to SECD~F/ 4. Col Bailey, Mil Asst to the 
DEPSECDEF, has been advised of 
DOD approval be r _equired. 

the helicopter request should 
• 

5. The State Department Canadian Desk Officer has been 
kept informed of the situat~on. 

6. At 292230 EST MG Sniffin approved use of the helicopter 
with the following constraints: 

. 
• • . 

a. Tracking and .i~entification only. 
I 

' ' b. Apprehension by U.S. personnel not authorized. 

c. No crossing of international borders • .. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

-
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• 

• 
d. Only u.s. personnel, preferably military, but including 
FBI, FAA, and Border Patrol representatives if necessary, 
will be on board the NG helicopter. 

7 . MG S ~if fin will i ni tiat e appropriate a c tion to pla~e the 
Army NG helicopter ~nd crew on "Full Tirne Training Duty '' 
(FTTD)6 In essence, the NG hel1copter will be federalized. 

. . 
• 

- .. .. 

8. OSD, through Col Bailey, has been advised of the approval 
and constraints in this situation and has stated OSD has no 
objections to the action. · 

• 
. 

9. At 292249 EST the DDO (NMCC) -established a conference call • 

with SAC (MG Burkhart), AFOC, AOC, and Comma.nder 42nd Bomb 
\iing, Loring · AFB informing them of the approval to use the Army 
NG helicopter with the constraints listed in para 6 above. 
Commander 42nd Bomb l.qing stated tbat there was no utility in 
using · the helicopter if it couldn't cross the border. ~r 
For~e representative LTC Dyer was brought into the conference 
and stated that AF had no objection to the border crossing. 
At 2~~300. EST the DD~ . ~~C:C) inf~nned MG sniffin of the border · 
-cross1ng 1ssue. . · . . 

' ' . . . ' 
10. At 292325 EST MG Sniffin informed the ODO (NMCC) that .:: . . <· 

· approval was granted 'for ~~e NG helicopter to cross the border 
with the ·consent of Canadian authorities. The DDO {NMCC) 
assured MG Sniffin that the Canadians were cooperating and 
h -a..:l ... l._e .. ,.:a ... e.; .. ·e.n co ... se-• ... 0 ----- ... ""e bo-.:.e-· -- c:o. .. w.-~ ~ ... • ~ .... .u ~ "' '-4 v.:a~ '-1..1. .a. u J. • . 

·ll. At 292334 EST another conference call was convened by 
the DDO (~~CC) with the above conferees, (para 9) info~ng 
th~ of the authority to cross the border if necessary. There 
were no further questions and all .conferees we:e satisified · 
with the procedures established for the employment of the NG 

· helicopter. · 
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SAC (Lt Col~Giordano) reports that an unidentified helicopter 
\rl;th no lights came up over the back gate of l·:urtsrr.ii:h .nncl • 
hovered over the l·1eapons Storage Area and then moved on.· 

--~P-~ncoN had it painted for a short period. A tanker a~ 2700 feet 
had v~sual nnd skin paint out over I<ke- Ruron for about 20 miles 
heading SE. T~~er reports he thinr~ he saw a second skin·paint. 
The tanker lost all contact about 35 Diles SE of the base over 

• 

the l~~e. Tanker is still fly~s ~ing to ·locate by means of • 
telephonic ·search trrith F~..A and RAPCON. Increased. securj_ty . 

· initiated at l\'urtsx:dth. ! ••· . . . · ; · 
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31/0030E Updat': Lt Col G.i.9rda.no (SAC Senior Controller) updates 
and corrects the above infor.Qation as follows: ~~ unidentif~ed 
lO\-T flying aircraft came up over the back sate of l'lurtsmi th and" 
\-:as vi.sual.ly s.ic;hted in the vicinity of the motor pool. PRCON 
showed several aircraft at the time, one near the l·:S}. (there was . 
no hovering as previously reported). A ' tenker was dispatched and . 

. ~zd v.isual · and skL~ paint out o~er Lake'Huron of a low flying 
' .rcraft (with lic;hts. on) heading SE at a·pproxirna.tely 1.50 knots. 
~~er repo=ts that :he aircraft ap~e~red to be joined by ano~er 

u~rcraft (with its lights on also).· Tanker reports that both. 
aircraft then turned out their lights si~ultaneously, as if on 
signal. Tanker lost all contact app~oy~rnately 35 NM SE of the 
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TlU.T 'tW~Y f.t.t.n t;~f"N t;T~·I.NCF" nfUF.C:T$ TN THF C:KY. ~011r · ~rPn~Trn 
:. Y. TNn n J:" R t~ n-L 't~ F" OR .. JF" C:T 1..' H!l r OTW rR~ ~r Pn RT.£ ~· t WF"L TCO~'T f:Q 

• 
Ui'tTJ-1 A ll"HT 01'.!- THF'RF" UF"RF" NO H~LlCO!:tTF:R" AlQROflNF. t. ·T lHt.T · 

T'TM-F'·. f 
. AF'T£R, WT. iOLO Tt-F C:lTI7FN TT .\a.~ O~LY 
$Tt.Q~ . LNO HAD TALKF"O TO I"IF:HF'IA'\AD TO\:(F'l Hf r.f'CI .OF"O TO lOClK Fn~ 
HT~~F:'l.r' .. WF' NDTTC:F'n AN nF\.JF'C:T IN T.HF C:1tY· c;J~Ill.R T·O A ~TAR 
R t r; r;r Q A ~.:n CU? T r;H TF' ~.. HF' OF.' C: T m:n T n <\ C'P L~ Rt. F AN F'~ FRn ~ 
~Mt..W~n~Hl AFR TO TNVF<\TlGATF. 
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A. AT · n 1 30 HR'~ 0 tJ THE" 1 q TH TH f. F-A T nn I( ~ F ·AN'O ~50! 0«;: f:rnrn 
i TO A Pni11Ur ABOUT £l0 t.!'H NOSlTH OF ·TEHPAN-: DJF ·yo T'7S · RRILl:Ilf.:CF.' 
: T·HF"· OR .. ~C:T UA~ F' l~n. Y \'tSI~LF.' F"ROH 70 MJtF'~ A~AY. . . 
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~ A~ "THF" F'-'tl APPQOACHFn · A RANt;F OF. 2~ ·~~ · H£' -Ln~T. ALL Tt~STJHIMF'NTI.TTO .. 
I . 
i ':Nr, C:0~1"11NTC:I.TTnt-:S IUHF &Nn lNTFRCCUO. HF' RDOICF" OFF'"THF. . · 
.:..lNTf'PC:FPT AND HFJ.nF"n RACK Tn ~HAJ.frlOKHt. WHF'N T.HE F~ TUI"NF.O 
' . ' . 
: l.·V l. Y F ~ n Jot T~F nR .JF. CT A NO A ap AflF' ~TL 't \.:£ ~ NC l nNG·ER A THJOir I. T 
. -
· rn TT THF AtflCfli.FT RE'G.C.TJ.!£0 All .IN~TRUHENTATION AND COH-
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Htll'-lTCATtON~. AT~nt•n H~S A ~[C'O ·NO F-.a liAS lAUt-.lCHED.- .·T·H£ 
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B.tCY.C\ft.Tf";\1 ACOUTflrn A RA'DAfl LO'CK ON AT 27 t-:H. 12 O•CLOClC 
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JolT ... ~ PO~T1'TON . L!JTH THE VC Hl AT.F: OF· C:LC'I~\UlF' l t.T. 15'0 N~PH .. . 
;t HF' Pt.IQr;F' nfC:-;:lF'J:.~E'n TO·~~ t.:M lHF' O~.Jf.CT HOVE'D AS:AY lT . A 
f . • . • 

<\h ,:n THAT \lAS Vl$TRLE : nN THE' 't:l'ADAR · ~C:01)f. l.NO ·STI..Y(O AT 2S.JH. - . 
·C:_ . THF "'l?E'· C\~ THF" PAnAR RT.TUR:\: \.:A~ COHPAfll.RLF.' TO :-rrUT Or 

I. 707 TANM~. THr "VTSUAL ~l7F" ·oF: TWF' OA.JJ:CT · UA~· OIF'FlCIJL.'T • . 
TO · iDl~CF'IH.I Rrr.AU~F' nF ITS TNTEN~£ ·RPILLIANCF' .. ·THE - • 
l tT;J.fT- lH!.1' ·tT GAVF' - nFF UA" ' THAT ' OF FUlSHI'N.r; · ~TRORE' ~l~HTS 
:.;:R:.~c;r.n IN A. RF'CT.tt:f'tfLAR PATTF"RN At.:O ALT(Rr.rATttJS St:Uf• ·GRF't.N. 
~Fn J.Nn Oil AttiG£ TN COLOR. "THF. ~F'nUE'NCF.: o;r .TloiF' L'IGHTS .I:J.S SO 
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F.t.-~-T lHA .T Ll!.l "THF COL'OJt!S · Ct'lltLO BE' SfFN t.T mila". THF OR.JF'CT 
tt-:n- THf. PU~~UING F-• CnNTINtlf.n · nt-"' A COU~~F' T 0 TME' SOUTH ·oF 
lfH QAl~ . U HFfl:' -A N(')T HF."D R~ Iri HTl Y- LI (;H TF.n f'l R.l F.CT • F S T IIi t TEO T 0 R E 
ON~ Ht.LF" ern ONe THJQO THF .£~PARENT ~I7F. OF THE MOON. - CI.M( 
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TnlJ·~Pn THF' F-4 AT A. VF:RY F'A.:;T RATE OF SPEEt1- THE PTLOT . 
:. T'r rM? TF.' n Tn F't~ £ .LN A It' -9 ·~ I~S '!LE' AT : TH F' AA JE.CT BUT' AT -THAT. 
I~C\Tt.tJT H!C\ UEt.;::»ON~ CONTJ\'Ol.PANEl. .U[NT OF'F Arm H£ lOST All 
~n~ ~IJtJlC:l. VlnN S [ IJMF . £NO tN7F ~~H ONEJ. · A 'T TH l~ POINT THE. P It:nT· 
1-NTTII.l'F'n A TUJHJ .ANn NFGATIVF' G .QJVE' TO ·GET A\.IAY. ·AS ' HF" 
'fU~r.tF.'O THf: ns.JF'A7. FF"lL IN TJ?ATL :AT &IHAr ·APPF.AflEO· TO ·BE ~ROUT · 
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INFORMATION SHEET 

Number 78-1 

Prepared by: 

LFF-3/Public Services Branch 
Office of External Relations 
NASA Headquarters 
Washington, DC 20546 

UNIDENTIFIED FLYING OBJECTS 

The information contained here has been compiled to respond 

to queries on Unidentified Flying Objects directed to the White 

House as well as NASA. 

NASA is the focal point for answering public inquiries to 

the White House relating to UFOs. NASA is not engaged in a re-

search program involving these phenomena, nor is any other govern-

ment agency. 

BACKGROUND 

In July of 1977, Dr. Frank Press, Director of Science and 
.. 

Technology Policy, Executive Office of the President, wrote to 

Dr. Robert A. Frosch, the NASA Administrator, suggesting NASA 

should answer all UFO-related mail and also·· to consider whether 

NASA should conduct an active research program on UFOs. In a 

letter dated December 21, 1977, Dr. Frosch agreed that NASA will 

continue to respond to UFO-related mail as it has in the past 

and, if a new element of hard evidence that UFOs exist is brought 

to NASA's attention from a credible source, NASA will analyze the 

~nexplained organic or inorganic sample and report its findings. 
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Quoting from Dr. Frosch's December 21 letter: " ..• If some · 

new element of hard evidence is brought to our attention in the 

future, it would be entirely appropriate for a NASA laboratory to 

analyze and report upon an otherwise unexplained organic or 

inorganic s~~le; we stand ready to respond to any bona fide 

physical evidence from credible sources. We intend to leave the 

door clearly open for such a possibility. 

"We have given considerable thought to the question of what 

else the ··United States might and should do in the area of UFO 

research. There is an absence of tangible or physical evidence 

available for thorough laboratory analysis. And, because of 

the absence of such evidence, we have not been able to devise a 

sound scienti.fic . procedure for investigating these phenomena. 

To proceed on a research task without a sound disciplinary 

framework and an exploratory technique in mind would be wasteful 

and probably unproductive. 

"I do not feel that we could mount a research effort with

out a better starting point than we have been able to ide~tify 

thus far. I would therefore propose that NASA take no steps to 

establish research in this area or to convene a symposium on 

this subject. 



--
"I wish in no way to indicate that NASA has come to any 

conclusion about these phenomena as such~ institutionally, we 

retain an open mind, a keen sense of scientific curiosity and a 

willingness to analyze technical problems within our competence." 
• 

---------------------
Reports of unidentified objects entering United States air 

space are of interest to the military as a reqular part of 

defense surveillance. Beyond that, the U.S. Air Force no longer 

investigates reports of UFO sightings. 

This was not alwavs the case. On December 17, 1969, the -
Secretary of the Air Force announced the termination of Project 

Blue Book, the Air Force program for UFO investigation started 

in 1947. 

The decision to discontinue UFO investigations, the USAF 

s aic, was based on: (1) an evaluation of a report (often called 

t~e Condon Report) prepared by the University of Colorado and 

entitled "Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects;" (2) 

a review of the University of Colorado report by the National 

Acace~y of Sciences: (3) past UFO studies; and (4) Air Force 

exper~ence investigating VFO reports for two decades • 

• 
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As a result of these investigations and studies, and ex-

perience gained from investigating UFO reports since 1948, the 

conclusions of the Air Force were: (l) no UFO reported, investi-

gated, and evaluated by the Air Force has ever given any 

indication of threat to our national security: (2) there has 

been no evidence submitted to or discovered by the Air force 

that sightings categorized as "unidentified" represent 

technological developments or principles beyond the range of 

present day scientific knowledge; and {3) there has been no 

evidence indicating that sightings categorized as "unidentified" 

are extraterrestrial vehicles. 

With the termination of Project Blue Book, the Air Force 

regulation establishing and controlling the program for investi

gating and analyzing UFOs was rescinded. All documentation 

regarding the former Blue Book investigation has been permanently 

transferred to the Modern Military Branch, National Archives 

and Records Service, 8th Street and Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., 

Washington, DC 20408, and is available for public review and 

·analysis. Those wishing to review this material may obtain a 

researcher's permit from the National Archives and Record 

Service. 
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Also available: 

Scientifi.c Study of U_nident~fied Fly ins: Objects. Condon 

~e~crt studv conducted bv the ~niversitv of Colorado under con-. .. .. -

5 

trac~ F44620-76-C-0035. Three volumes, 1,46Sp. 68 plates. Photo-
' 

duplicated hard copies of the official report may be ordered for 

$6 oer volune, $18 the set of three, as AD 680:975, AD 680:976, -
and AD 680:977, from the National Technical Information Service, 

u.s. Department of Co~erce, Springfield, VA 22151 . 
• 
' 

Review of University of Colorado Report on Unidentified 

Flying Qbjects. Review of report by a panel of the National 
" 

Academy of Sciences. National Academy of Sciences, 1969, 6p. 

?hotoduplicated hard copies may be ordered for $3 as AD 688:541 

fro~ ~he National ~echnical Information Service, U.S. Department 

of Co~erce, Springfield, VA 22151. 

---------------------------------
~~ASJl. ~s aware of the many UFO reports r.tade in recent years . 

. However, the maj"ori ty of inquiries to NASA concerning UFO sight-

ings address themselves to the reported sightings by astronauts 

during Earth orbital and lunar missions and the report by 

Presice~t Carter while serving as Governor of Georgia . 

• 
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During several space missions NASA astronauts reported 

phenomena not immediately explainable. However, in every 

instance NASA satisfied itself that what had been observed was 

nothing which could be termed abnormal in the space environment. 

The air-to-ground tapes of all manned missions are available 
' . 

at the Johnson Space Center, Houston, for review by the serious 

researcher. 

On· October 12, 1973, while serving as Governor of Georgia, 

Mr. carter responded to inquiries from the National Investiga-

tions Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NICAP) saying that he had 

seen a bright, moving object in the sky over Leary, Georgia, in 
. 

October of 1969. He said the object was visible for 10 to 12 

·inutes and, at one point, shone as brightly as the Moon. The 
• 

regional N!CAP repres~ntative investigated the sighting and 

reported there was no evidence to support anything beyond placing 

what Mr. Carter saw in NICAP's 11 Unidentified" category. However, 

it has been suggested by some students of aerial phenomena that 
.. 

Mr. Carter may have viewed the Planet Venus which, at certain 

times, may appear many times brighter than a star of the first-
• 

magnitude. 

Since NASA is not engaged in day-to-day UFO research, it 

does not review UFO-related articles intended for publication, 

evaluate UFO-type spacecraft drawings or accept accounts of 

UFO sightings or applications for employment in the field of 

~rial phenomena investigation. All such material will be 

returned with NASA's thanks to the sender. 

" .. 
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A number of universities and scientific ~rganizations have 

considered UFO phenomena during periodic meetings and seminars. 

In addition, a nunber of private domestic and foreign groups 

continue to review UFO sighting reports actively. Some of these 
' 

organizations are: 

(1) National Investigations Committee on 
Aerial Phenomena 

John L. Acuff, Director 
Suite 23 
3535 University Boulevard, West 
Kensington, MD 20795 
(301) 949-1267 

(2) The Committee for the Scientific Investigation 
of Claims of the Paranormal 

UFO Subcommittee 
Robert Sheaffer, Chairman 
~805 Mcf'1illan Avenue 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
(301) 589-8371 

{3) Aerial Phenomena Research Organization 
James and Coral Lorenzen, Directors 
3910 E. Kleindale Road 
Tucson, AZ 85712 
(~02} 793-1825 

{4) Mutual UFO Network 
t-ial ter H. Jl...ndrus, Jr. , Director 
103 Old Towne Road 
Seguin, TX 78155 
(512) 379-9216 

(5) 7he Center for UFO Studies 
Dr. J. Allen Hynek, Director 
924 Chicago Avenue 
Evanston, IL 602 02 
(312) 491-1780 

V S GOVE IIN .. E Nl l>floNloNG OF FIC[ 1971-161 ] 1 J l l> 

February 1, 1978 
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By James Oberg 

F 
rict10n between science and fly
ing saucers has generated a bliz
zard of sparkS over the years. 

The s•des are well defined: Establishment 
scientists tradrtionally dtsmiss UFO data 
as tancitulliction, wtme UFO enthusiasts 
ponray themselves as outcast Galileos. 
prophets ol a new scientific revolution. 

Advocates of Unidentified Aying Ob
jects •nsist that tney are onto some extraor
dinary phenomenon unaccountable by 
contemporary science. The tavonte theory 
involves alien spacecraft. but growmg 
splinter groups promote various psychiC, 
interdimens1ona1. cross-temporal, con
splfatorial. or even more bizarre hy
potl'leses. Whatever it is. UFO enthusiasls 
asser1. the confirmation of extraterrestrial 

·ngs could be a key to the next great 
3kthrough in human knowledge. 

rew could argue such a premise. 
Early 1n 1977. the wire services reported 

that astronomers now favllr scientific stud
ies of UFOs. AccorcMg :o The New York 
Times . ·unidentified flying objects should 
be •nvestigated further. a ma,ority of 
trained astronomical ooservers said in a 
survey disclosed recently.· 

Closer analysis showed that the pnvate 
pro-UFO survey actually meant that only 
one-quarter of thOse polled responded 
that UFOs ·certamly" or ·probably· de
served ::.:Udy. w1th a few more agree•ng 

. •Y.Jr··. 
· .~ .; . .... .. . ...... 

• 

.. 

NFL 
......-.... -
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that they ·possibly" ~esetved study. More 
to tl'le point. onty on~er o11 percent 
of the astronomers thought that UFOs 
were important enough to warrant their 
personal attention. 

But the poll did nevertheless seem to 
bestow some measure of scientific re
spectability to thi$ topic. previOusly ranked 
among the lunatic fringe. ·The poll was 
symptomatic of the changing image of 
UFOs. and the new status of UFO re
searchers. 

After three decades ol exuberant if ama-
. teurish fieldwork. furious propagandizing, 

and aimless theorizing, a number of UFO 
groups have finally begun to play the 
game using rules ot science. Accepting 
the burden ot proof. they have mounted an 
impressive scientific program designed to 
demonstrate. finally. that UFOs exist. 

On a dark hillside in Texas. white
uniformed men monitor a battery of instru
ments. hoping to catch and record the 
subtle physical effects alleged to accom
pany UFO visitations. In photographic 
labOratories across the country, data pr~ 
cessing specialists analyZe computerized 
images of alleged UFO photographs. 
seeking ev1der1ce of forgery and potential 
proof of authenticity. A computeriZed data 
base in Chicago pnnts OUt pan em analy
ses of UFO sightings. seeking a signal 
behind the noise of thousands of annual 

• 

Spectacular g1ow.ng UFO was p!'lotograptted lrom a Coneorde durmg 1973 SO/at eClipse. 

• 

reports. Pieces ot metal picked up near .. 
aJieQed landing. sites undergo spectr~ 
scopic examination in weU-eQuippecl 
laboratories. 

These are the techniques of science. 
appMd to a subject long regarded as be
yond the fringes of science. But these are 
the techniQues that will produce proof. if 
proof is p0$Sible. 

Standards are .now tighter and tt'le 
experience of UFO investigators greater, 
so that many ·unknowns· have dimin
ished. More and more cases have been 
SOlved. but always a traction remain un
solved. unexplained. unidentified. This 
reskiue of unknowns is the basis tor UFO 
enthusiasts' hope. Skeptics disagree, 
saying that inherent limitatiOns in human 
perception. memory. and knowledge will 
always introduce a small artificial restdue 
of unknowns. 

So what kind of data will stand up to sCi
entific standards. not as a leftover residue 
of mysteries but as a definitive list of r• 
c01ded events? 

Laying aside the possibilities that a~en 
ambassadors will land at the White House 
or that the fabled ·s,.:rel captured flying 
saucer· will ever be rescued from alleged 
governmental oblivton. hard evidence for 
the reality and respectability ot UFOs must 
come from laboratories now engaged in 
scientific research. 

The "Pro,ect Starlight International· 
team. privately but generously funded by 
some Texas millionaires. has assembled 
an array of instruments that could produce 
incontrovenible ev1dence. They have cam
eras. radar, spectrometers. magnetome
ters. ra~uon sensors. gravitometers. and 
a small laser beam to commumcate wtth 
extraterrestria ls should they happen Oy. 

The Starlight UFO trap has now been in 
full operation tor nearly three years. New 
eQuipment conttnues to be added. includ
ing a radar set and computerized alert 
system that automatically telepnones vol
unteer sJ<ywatchers m the vicinity ot a 
computed UFO posttlon. The system 
~s well in dnlls-but nothing substan
tive has resulted. 

The most exctting recent e~·ents have 
dealt With a fierce wooc t1ck 1nfesrat10n or 



tne hillSidE where the Starlight eouipment 
rs ·mounted. Wh1te-ctad UFO watchers 
oena to merr tecnrucal tasks am1CI the 
fumes ot sulfur bombs. They walch a sky 
' • a.rptanes. meteors. satellites. kites. 

IS, turds . ball lrghtnrng. migrating 
Jlown spiders. and maybe. Just 

maybe, somettung else. But. as Starlight 
project C!~rector Ray Stanford told col
leagues at a 1 976 UFO conference. "If we 
search 101' ten years with what we·ve got 
and we don't find anything. then we're go- · 
ing to have to admit that nothing is there.· 

One of tne most visible aspects of the 
phenomenon is a growing collection of 
UFO photographs. While the vast majotity 
of UFO sighting reports are made by hon· 
est. perplexed. often reluctant witnesses, 
most photographs are hoaxes. To sepa
rate out the possibly authentiC photos. if 
any at all. experts use photoanalysis 

For example. Dr. Bruce Maccabee. a r• 
searcher for the National Investigations 
Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NtCAP). 
has made densitometric scans of a fa
mous 1950 photo from McMinnville. Ore
gon. The scans support the skeptical 
·condon Comminee· conclusion that the 
photo could in tact be of a large structured 
disk 50 feet or more in diameter. But an
other expert. computer spec1alist Robert 
Sheaffer. concluded that the photo was 
made wnh a smudged lens and that the 
obiect appears to be hanging from an 

ead power line. Condon Comm1nee 
igators later changed their minds 

........ agreed with Sheaffer. 
Specialists at the "Ground Saucer 

Watch" (GSW) office in Phoenix atso apply 
advanced data processing techniQues to 
photographs. Their work has raised howls 
o1 protest from traditional UFO groups b• 
cause many of the more famous photos 
have oeen denounced by GSW as frauds. 
However. GSW has compiled a small list of 
photos that they suggest could be genu-

ine. Again, other researchers 01sagree. 
ano sc1entJfiC aeoate ts r ag•r.3 on the va
lidity of such processrng tecl".:-:icues. 

Computer scient1sts have a lavonte 
proverb: "Gart>age in. garoa;e out.· It 
means that bad 1npu1 data can be manipu
lated to produce nearly any output de
sired. but it will be useless. That. so far. 
seems to be the fate of UFO computerized 
data banks. since data processing spe
cialists have critic1zed them for not having 
sufficient control over the validity of input 
data. UFO proponents. appealing to math· 
ematical formulas from information theory. 
claim that a proper computer program can 
filler out the garbage arid s~ft through to 
the authentic residue. 

Nor have laboratories produced any 
specimen that could not have been Ob· 
tained from ordinary sources on earth. Ex
otic space metals or anitacts continue to 
oe reponed, but none have passed the in
vestigation of professional laboratories. 

Yet these debates have changed mart<
edty from the days when UFOs were the 
topic for screwball religious cults. nasty in
sjnuations about witnesses' sanity and/or 
sobriety. and knee-jerk gullibility. Today·s 
arguments must stand up to the tim~ 
tested standards of scientific research. 
Perhaps they will reveal something, per
haps not. But it's the only way to find out 
for sure. 

••• 

In tight of the need for better scientific 
research about UFOs. it is pa!ticularfy 
frustrating to read published reports that 
"NASA has rejected a White House r• 
Quest to reopen the government· 
sponsored research program.· But the 
real story is not so open-and-shut as these 
pessimistic accounts would indicate. 

Actually. the story began When Presi
dent Carter prom1sed to release all UFO 
data. it elected. Once elected. he discov-

UFO exoerrs g1ve ·me benefit of ftle aouor· to lhl$ Yvngay. Perv pholo and be!ieve 11 "enu•ne . 
• 
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ered lhat lhe Arr Force·s "Blue Book· files 
were atreaoy oe.ng oeclass1lied. and ev
erybody dented havrng any otner lites . 

·carter's sc1ence adVIser. Dr. Frank Press. 
was ass1gneo the task ol answenng UFO
related mail from the public. A fiOOCI ol ma1t 
arnved. demanding that ltle ·real secret 
files· be released. 

Overwhelmed with Queries. Press asked 
NASA director Dr. Robert Frosch if NASA 
might handle the mail. In the tener. one 
paragraph innocently asked if NASA 
would consider convening a panel to de. 
cide il a new official investigation was war
ranted. 

Following seveFal months of consider
ation. NASA sa1G that it could see no rea· 
son to undertake 'a new investigation. 
However. Frosch oltered to make NASA 
laborato'ies available to analyze any 
UFO "physical evidence· that might be 
submined. 

Six months later. nothing has been offi
cially submitted. 

••• 

If UFOs are alien spacecraft (and while 
this $ the leading theory. many other 
schOOls of thought have come and gone), 
it's likely that eanh's spaceships may have 
been able to encounter them in outer 
space. Stories have sprung up about how 
"our astronauts have seen them too!· 

In fact. each story can be traced back to 
authors' misunderstandings. distonions. 
exaggerations. or just plain fabrications. 
There does not appear to be a single case · · 
on record of Amencan or Soviet spacemen 
encountering anything extraordinary 
in lefr!IS of normal space occurrences. 

me most famous case. however. con
tinues to thrive. It deals with a UFO seen 
by astronaut James McDivitt on the 
Gemmi-4 mission in June , 965. McDi\ritt 
insists that the beer-can shaped object 
was just another man-made satellite. but 
some observers have suggested that it 
was a glimpse of his own booster rocket in 
a nearby orbit. 

A "tadpole" photograph was released 
by NASA soon after the flight. taken from a 
series ol mqvie frames. McDiv•tt claims he 
shot a few exposures with two still cam
eras. but they did not turn out. He didn't 
touch the movie camera. and the b!ob of 
light released by an overeager photo tech
nician shows only a w1ndow reflection, he 
insiSts. 

APRO's Dr. Harder. however. insists that 
the •tadpole" really was tne UFO. despite 
wl'lat McDivitt thinks. and that it was being 
propelled by a plasma jet. Dr. Harder 
chooses to disregard the astronaut's testi
mony and build his case on a lew frames 
of reflections. UFO believers can only 
hope that most UFO evidence is not so in
substantial. 

• • • 

Positive proof ot a genu1ne UFO encoumer 



co(;IC oe extre<';'lety valuaote tor the enttre 
"t•rnan ra:e. It could be hnanCJally reward
tng tor tne owners cl tha t croot. And rl 
couiCI spell ftr.anctat ru•n lor one promtnent 
UFO skepuc-unfess. of course. he was 
,. -: dehve!tng the proof. 

Vattonal EnaUirer . a weekly tabloid 
r.. ..laper w1th a Ctrculauon m the mil
hens. has a stanotng offer of $1 million for 
·pos1t1ve proof. · The London-based whtS• 
key bonier Cutty Sark. Ltd .. recently un
vetted an even bigger prize of one million 
pounas Sterling. or about S 1.800.000 at 
the present e~tcl'lange rate. 

Lesser awards atso are available in the 
absence of postt1ve proof. The Enquiter 
annually g·rants up to S 10.000 to witnesses 
ot a UFO inctdent judged ·most scientifi.. 
cally valuable" by an independent panel of 
UFO spec1alists (the "Blue-RibbOn Panel.· 
see oox). Ano Cuny Sark has announced 
plans to award£ 1000 to the best-wnnen 
essay on the UFO problem. 

Moreover. a number of London betting 
houses have accepted varioos wagers on 
the imminent visitations of extraterrestrials. 
But the world's most famous ·anti-UFO 
oer has b~n set forth m the book UFOs 
Explained. 

Author Philip J. Klass. a senior editor of 
Av1ation Week magazme and the nation·s 
teao.ng UFO skeptic. claims he has chal· 
lengeo UFO believers "to put their money 
Nhere the1r moull'ls are.· Klass has offered 
:o "~V S10.000 to anyone who agrees to 

. if and when cer.ain criteria are met 
Shtng that a true UFO viSitatton has 

occurred. Every year untrl the;: na::;~pens . 

the wagerer must pay Klass t~e s:.Jm of 
$ 100 (up to a maXImum of S1~. after 
wt\icl'l payments cease but tt:~ bet re
mains in fO<ce}. 

Less than a dozen UFO en::"lusiasts 
have signed up to date. usua!)' on tnsrde 
informalton tnat "l.l'lis year the government 
is goino to announce UFO contacts .... • 
Such predictions have appe.i!ed in print 
nearly every year for a Quarter of a century. 
but people still seem to believe them. 
Klass has become a little richer because 
of them. 

Onty one UFO buH has maintained his 
bet in force, apparently more lor publicity 
than persuasion. Stanton Friedman makes 
a tivi"'J ott his lecture tours proclaimino the 
reality of UFOs. and he responded to 
Klass's needling by lormatly agreeing to 
me bet a lew years ago. 

Additionally, Klass has offered to buy 
bacK au copies o1 his book UFOs ciC· 
plained if events prove his assertions in
eorrect. But pro-UFO scientist Robert Me· 
Campbell has done Klass one better. He 
has offered to buy back copies of his book 
UFOiogy from anyone not satiSfied wtth it, 
proof or no proof. 

• • • 

Actually. Philip J . Klass already had 
been sening off muttimegaton detonations 
among the ranks of UFO believers. Miffed 
when UFO experts in 1968 ridiculed a seri
ous (and still tenable} suggestion that 
many UFOs were actually ban lightning. 
the by nature combative aviation reporter 

threw h1msell into serious tnvesugauons of 
what were regaroed as the "best" c:ass1c 
UFO cases. He otten dug up startling (a no 
embarrassmg} new evidence out has be· 
come a panah 10 UFO circles (Hynek 
refuses to appear together with rum. and 
Hynek's "UFO bibliography" handout 
potntedly 'IJnores Klass·s two bOOks). 

With the death ol astronomer Donald 
Menzel in 1976. Klass has emerged as the 
nation's teadJng UFO skeptic . He spurns 
the word ·debunker.· with its connotations 
of knee-jerk dismissals and unorthodox 
p'oints of view. Instead. Klass anempts to 
investigate UFO cases more deeply than 
might other researchers who have sub
conscioUs desire$ .tO actually find proof of 
extraterrestrial visit01s. Concentrating only 
on the generally acclaimed "best cases.· 
Klass of\en has exposed the superficiality 
of wtn done by pro-UFO experts. 

In 19n. he joined with other scientists 
and educators in forming the •Comrn~ttee 
for the Scientific Investigation of Claims of 
the Paranormal,· a group that has de
nounced easy acceptance by the public 
of allegedly baseless beliefs in astrology, 
the Bermuda Trianole. ESP. ·ancient astro
nauts. • and other .so-called modern mythS. 
Klass heads a small but potent band of 
skeptical investigators called the UFO 
Subcommittee. At the very least. this 
group demands the tiohtenino of stan
dards in so-called scientific UFO!ogy. Th" 
level of carelessness of many pro-UFO ex· 
pens has manc.edly declined. so progress 
is being made. CO 

THESE PEOPLE ARE WATCHING AND WAITING 

Center for UFO Studies (CUFOS). 1909 Sherman Suite 207. 
Evanston. IL 60201. Self-styled pmnacte of UFO activities. this 
small group generally depends on other groups tor data. Or. 
Allen Hynek does the public appearances and fund ra1sing, 
whtie researcher Allan Hendry carries out actual coordination 
ano tn-oeom,nvesugat•on. Two publications: CUFOS 
Ouarrerly Bulletm. S 1 5i yr.: and International UFO Reporter. 
31 2/yr. 
~enal Phenomenon Research Organization (APRO). 3910 E. 
<!emdale. Tucson. AZ 85712. Among the longest surviving 
JFO groups (represented m 50 countries). APRO is held to
·ether by the deoication of tiS cofounders Jim and Coral 
:lrenzen. Wl"'O nave recenlly led the group to specialize 
:ntrcs say monopohze) in "UFO abOuctton cases.· APRO 
;lleun . S 1 Otyr. for 1 2 issues. 
ational Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena (NI
.:.P}. Su1te 2.3.. 3535 University Blvd .• Kensington MD 20795. 
··other o10 group. unfortunately in a downhill shde following a 
cade of orgamzational in-fighting. NICAP Bulletin . $1 0/yr. 
:tual UFO Netw()t)( (MUFON). 103 Oldtowne Road. Seguin. 
78155. A vtgorous. expanding group acting in concert w1th 
FOS. MUFON UFO Journal. SBJyr. 
•und Saucer Walch (GSW). 13238 North 7th Drive. Phoenix. 
55029 Hrgnty professronal organtzation (membership by 
atton onty). wn1ch applies vrgorous scientrfic standards to 
rnvest•gattons. Quarterly tournai free with memberstup. 

ect Starltgtn International (PSI). ?0 Sox 5310. Ausun TX 
::3. Somewnat mystenous organ1zation with the best array 

II 

of gadgets yet assembled to measure UFOs-ff only they 
could rmd one. Irregular bulletin sent tn exchange for cash 
donation$. 
CommftH Against UFO Seaecy (CAUS). 191 E. 161st St., 
Bronx NY 10451 . New offshoot of GSW. this small group is us· 
ing Free~om of lnformatton swts to extract allegedly secret 
hypothetical government "UFO files: Newsletter $10/yr. 
20th Century UFO Bureau. 756 Hadaon A11enue. Col
lingswood. NJ oewa. This group. associated with Or. Cart 
Mcintyre's "20th Century Reformation Hour.· believes that 
some UFOs are angel$ and signs of trte imminent Second 
Coming. However. other UFOs are sent by Satan to confuse 
people ~!tst rhey recognize the angels. 
UFO Subcommittee of the -Committee for the Scientific Inves
tigation of Claims of the Paranormal: 923 Kensington Avenue. 
Buffalo. NY 14215. The first formal organization of UFO skep
tics. who tackle the "best UFO cases· on record. often with 
spectacular success. much to the dismay of most UFO buffs. 
Reports o1 activities are ioctvded in the Committee publication 
The S#(eptical Inquirer {formerly Zetetic). $12/yr. 
The National Enquirer's Slue Ribbon Panel of UFO expertS 
(who review "best cases· lor cash rewards). Two regular 
membe~ (James Harder and Leo Sprinkle) are joined by a 
changing cadre of obscure ·uFO experts.· includtng this 
year's v.:nard Armstrong and John L. Warren. More respected 
UFOiog:sts have declined offers of membership . Send contest 
entries tc UFO REWARD. National Enqwer. Lantana FL. 
33464. ,;n entries will be evaluated. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Throughout the latter half of the twentieth century the subject of Unidentified Flying 
Objects (UFOs) has evoked strong opinions and emotions. For some, the belief in or study 
of UFOs has assumed the dimensions of a religious quest. Others remain nonbelievers or 
at least skeptical of the existence of alien beings and elusive vehicJes which never quite 
seem to manifest themselves. Regardless of one's conviction, nowhere has the debate 
about UFOs been more spirited than over the events that unfolded near the small New 
Mexico city of Roswell in the summer of 1947. Popularly known as the Roswell Incident, 
this event has become the most celebrated UFO encounter of all time and has stimulated 
enthusiasts like none other. Numerous witnesses, including former military personnel and 
respectable members of the local community, have come forward with tales of humanoid 
beings, alien technologies, and government cover-ups that have caused even the most 
skeptical observer to pause and take notice. Inevitably these stories coming from the 
desert have spawned countless articles, books, films, and even museums claiming to have 
proof that visitors had come from outer space. 

In February 1994, the Air Force was informed that the General Accounting Office (GAO), 
an investigative agency of Congress, planned a formal audit to ascertain "the facts 
regarding the reponed crash of an UFO in 1949 [1947] at Roswell, New Mexico." 1 This 
task was delegated to numerous agencies, but the focus was on the U.S. Air Force, the 
agency most often accused of hiding information and records on Roswell. The Presidential 
Science Advisor had also expressed an interest in the investigation. Thereupon, the 
Secretary of the Air Force directed that a complete rccoi-ds search identify, locate, and 
examine any and all information available on this subject. From the outset there was no 
predisposition to refute or overlook any information. Moreover, if any of the information 
discovered was under security classification, it was to be declassified, and if active or 
former Air Force officials had been sworn to a secrecy oath, they were to be freed from 
it. In short, the objective was to tell the Congress, and the American people, everything 
the Air Force knew about the Roswell claims. 

Subsequently, researchers conducted an extensive search of Air Force archives, record 
centers. and scientific facilities. Seeking information that might help to explain peculiar 
tales of odd wreckage and alien bodies, the researchers reviewed a monumental number 

I. Memo. Marcia J. Van Note . DODnG, for Distribution, subj: General Accounting Office (GAO) 
Letter Dated February 9, 1944 ... , Feb 23. 1994. 
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of documents concerning a variety of events, including aircraft crashes, errant missile 
tests, and nuclear mishaps. 

The researchers reported to the Administrative Assistant to the Secretary of the Air Force 
(SAF/ AA), the office responsible for both Air Force records and security policy oversight. 
Within SAF/ AA~ the tasking fell to the Director of Security and Specia1 Program 
Oversight and its specialized subunit, the Declassification and Review Team. This team, 

- comprised entirely of Reservists, was well versed in the Air Force's records system and 
its complex declassification procedures. Previously, Declassification and Review Team 
members demonstrated their expertise and effectiveness by declassifying millions of pages 
of Southeast Asian War and Prisoner of War-Missing in Action records. 

As this study makes abundantly clear, the Declassification and Review Team found no 
evidence of any extraterrestria1 craft or alien flight crew. In fact, what they did find had 
been declassified for more than twenty years-a shadowy, formerly Top Secret project, 
code-named MOGUL. 

Project MOGUL resulted from two important post-World War ll priorities set by the 
Commanding General of the Army Air Forces, Henry H ... Hap" Arnold. These were to 
continue the cooperative wartime relationship between civilian research institutions and 
the military I and to maintain America's technological superiority, especia1ly with respect 
to guarding against a bolt from the blue-in other words. a devastating surprise attack. 
MOGUL addressed both of these concerns. Developed partly under contract with leading 
scientific institutions such as New York University (NYU), Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution, Columbia University, and the University of · Ca1ifomia at Los Angeles!>-
MOGUL' s objective was to develop a long-range system capable of detecting Soviet 
nuclear detonations and ballistic missile launches. 

Anny Air Forces officials assembled an expert group of military and civilian scientists 
to carry out the project. The group included Dr. W. Maurice Ewing of Columbia 
University, a preeminent geophysicist and oceanographer; Dr. Athelstan F. Spilhaus, the 
Director of Research at NYU who later advised five presidents on scientific and cultural 
.matters; Dr. James Peoples, the Air Force's civilian project scientist and later editor of 
the Journal of Geophysical Research; Albert P. Crary, also a civilian Air Force scientist, 

• 
known for significant contributions to Antarctic research: and Charles B. Moore, Project 
Engineer at NYU and an atmospheric physicist who pioneered the use of giant plastic 
research balloons still widely used today. Col. Marcellus Duffy, a respected Air Force 
pilot and scientific administrator, led the project. Capt. Albert C. Trakowski, a young 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology graduate, followed Duffy in the leadership role. 

Determining whether the Soviets were testing nudear devices was of the highest nationa1 
priority; it demanded the utmost secrecy if the information gained was to be useful. When 
the Soviets exploded their first atomic device in August 1949, the experimental Project 
MOGUL was not in operation. However, the explosion was detected by a specia11y 
equipped Air Force B- 29 aircraft. Accordingly I MOGUL was conducted under stringent 
security- secluded }aboratories, code words, maximum security clearances, and strictest 
enforcement of need-to-know rules. Nevertheless. while the nature of the project remained 
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shrouded in secrecy, some of its operations obviously could not. The deployment of giant 
trains of balloons~ver thirty research balloons and experimental sensors strung together 
and stretching more than 600 feet-<:ouJd be neither disguised nor hidden from the public. 
Moreover, operational necessity required that these balloons be launched during daylight 
hours. It was therefore not surprising that these balloons were often mistaken for UFOs. 
In fact, MOGUL recovery crews often listened to broadcasts of UFO reports to assist them 
in their tracking operations. Additionally, the baBoons were unsteerable, leading to such 
amusing events as the one reported by the New York Ti!Ms in which a secret MOGUL 
balloon "floated blithely over the rooftops of Flatbush . . . causing general public 
excitement .. . before it came to rest on top of a [Brooklyn] tavem."2 In another episode, 
MOGUL balloon recovery technicians directed a B-17 bomber, which was tracking one 
of the tests, to buzz and scare off a curious oil rig crew that was about to "capture, a 
balloon train that had fallen near Roswell. The ruse worked. However, too much activity 
was going on for the project to remain completely hidden. A MOGUL project officer later 
noted, "It was like having an elephant in your backyard . . . and hoping no one would 
notice. "3 These occurrences were typical, leading the recovery crews to describe 
themselves as Balloonatics, due to the predicaments in which the wandering balloons 
sometimes placed them, but the infonnation the balloons were attempting to obtain was 
vital. 

To attempt to limit unauthorized disclosure, the Air Force employed a security mechanism 
known as compartmentation. Compartmentation controlled access to classified information 
by dispersing portions of the research among several facilities and institutions. Each 
participating entity received only enough infonnation necessary to a~omplish its assigned 
tasks. In the case of MOGUL, only a small circle of Air Force officers received the 
intimate details that linked together these unrelated research projects. The use of 
compartmentation along with strict enforcement of the need to know enabled MOGUL to 
remain a secret-despite its obvious security difficulties-and to remain unevaluated for 
many years as the cause of the Roswell Incident. 

The issue of compartmentation was significant because some UFO researchers assert that 
the persons who recovered the MOGUL equipment. members of the 509th Bombardment 
Group stationed at Roswell Army Airfield, should have been able to recognize the debris 
collected at the crash site as that of a research balloon. Although members of the 509th 

• 
possessed high~level clearances, they were not privy to the existence of MOGUL; their job 
was to deliver nuclear weapons, not to detect them. The unusual combination of 
experimental equipment did not encourage easy identification that undoubtedly left some 
members of the 509th with unanswered questions. Some UFO enthusiasts have 
manipulated these unanswered questions to support their flying .. saucer recovery scenario, 
while eagerly supplying unfounded explanations of extraterrestrial visitation and cosmic 
conspiracy. Additionally, many claims of a flying saucer crash at Roswell rest on the 
description of debris collected at the Foster ranch site. UFO researchers, including those 

2. New York Times. "Balloon Staggers Down to Brooklyn Tavern, Hooks Itself to Roof and Upsets 
Decorum." Oct 1. 1948. 

3. New York Ti~Ms, "Wreckage of a 'Spaceship': Of This Earth (and U.S.)," Sep 18, 1994. 
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who are said to have known all about MOGUL, apparently did not compare the 
descriptions of the suspect debris with that of the components of a Project MOGUL 
balloon train. MOGUL reports and documents that contain descriptions, illustrations, and 
photographs have been publicly available for at least twenty years. Had the researchers 
completed even a cursory comparison, they would have found that the materials were 
suspiciously similar; detailed examination would have shown them to be one and the 

- same. In the final analysis, it appears these individuals have pursued the convenient red 
herring provided by Roswell Anny Airfield, while the real explanation lay just over the 
Sacramento Mountains at the MOGUL launch site in Alamogordo. 

This repon explains the events that transpired in and near Roswell, . New Mexico, in the 
summer of 1947. It is based on written documentation and first-hand accounts of 
participants, all of which are provided here in their entirety. While these answers are not 
as titillating as tales of uneanhly craft and creatures, it is a fascinating story nonetheless. 

JAMES McANDREW, 1ST LT, USAFR 
Declassification and Review Officer 
SAFIAAZD 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
WASHINGTON OC 20330-tOOO 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 

FROM: SAF/AAZ 
1720 Air Force Pentagon 
Washington. DC 20330·1720 

SUBJECT: Report of Air Force Research Regarding the "Roswell Incident" 

JUL 2 7 19~M 

Attached is a report prepared in support of a General Accounting Office (GAO) audit that 
is seeking to identify information concerning the "Roswell Incident." The report documents the 
considerable effort expended by numerous Air Force offices and personnel in this matter. 

The Air Force efforts did not identify any indication that the "Roswell Incident" wu any 
type of extraterrestrial event or that the Air Force has engaged in a 47 year conspiracy or "cover· 
up" of infonnation relating to it. Therefore, it is assumed that pro. UFO groups will strongly 
object to the attached report and denounce it u either shortsighted or a continuation of the 
"cover-up" conspiracy. Nevertheless, the attached report is a good faith effort and the fint time 
any agency of the government bas positively responded officially to the ever..:csalating claims 
surrounding the Roswell matter. 

Attachment: 
Report of Research Reg&Tding 
the "Roswell Incident", 27 Jul 94 

L. WEAVER, Col, USAF 
Di or, Security and Special 
Program Oversight 

5 



REPORT OF AIR FORCE RESEARCH 
REGARDING THE 

"ROSWELL INCIDENT" 
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REPORT OF AIR FORCE RESEARCH REGARDING 
THEUROS~LINCIDENT" 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The "Roswell Incident'' refers to an event that supposedly happened in July, 1947, 
wherein the Army Air Forces (AAF) allegedly recovered remains of a crashed 
"flying disc" near Roswell, New Mexico. In February, 1994, the General Account
ing Office (GAO), acting on the request of a New Mexico Congressman, initiated 
an audit to attempt to locate records of such an incident and to determine if 
records regarding it were properly handled. Although the GAO effort was to look 
at a number of government agencies, the apparent focus was on the United States 
Air Force (USAF). SAF I AAZ, as the Central Point of Contact for the GAO in this 
matter, initiated a systematic search of current Air Force offices as well as 
numerous archives and records centers that might help explain this matter. 
Research revealed that the "Roswell Incident" was not even considered a UFO 
event until the 1978-1980 time frame. Prior to that, the incident was dismissed 
because the AAF originally identified the debris recovered as being that of a 
weather balloon. Subsequently, various authors wrote a number of books claiming 
that not only was debris from an alien spacecraft recovered, but also the bodies 
of the craft's alien occupants. These claims continue to evolve today and the Air 
Force is now routinely accused of engaging in a "cover-up" of this supposed 
event. 

The research located no records at existing Air Force offices that indicated any 
"coyer-up" by the USAF or any indication of such a recovery. Consequently, 
efforts were intensified by Air Force researchers at numerous locations where 
records for the period in question were stored. The records reviewed did not 
reveal any increase in operations, security, or any other activity in July, 1947, that 
indicated any such unusual event may have occurred. Records were located and 
thoroughly explored concerning a then-Top Secret balloon project, designed to 
attempt to monitor Soviet nuclear tests, known as Project MOGUL. Additionally, 
several surviving project personnel were located and interviewed, as was the only 
surviving person who recovered debris from the original Roswell site in 1947 and 
the former officer who initially identified the wreckage as a balloon. Comparison 
of all information developed or obtained indicated that the material recovered 
near Roswell was consistent with a balloon device and most likely from one of 
the MOGUL balloons that had not been previously recovered. Air Force research 
efforts did not disclose any records of the recovery of any "alien" bodies or 
extraterrestrial materials. 

9 



INTROOUC'l10N 

Air Force involvement in the alleged UFO-related incident popularly known as 
the "Roswell Incident" began as the result of a January 14, 1994, Washington Post 
article (Atch 1) which announced Congressman Steven Schiff's intent to initiate 
a GAO effort to resolve this controversial matter. Having previously been 
involved in numerous Freedom of Information Act {FOIA) and Congressional 
requests on "unusual aircraft," to include Unidentified Flying Objects (UFOs), The 
Director, Security and Special Program Oversight, Office of the Secretary of the 
Air Force (SAF I AAZ), believed the Air Force would become involved in any 
GAO effort involving this subject. 

Thus, in late January, 1994, SAF I AAZ directed its research/ declassification team, 
SAF I AAZD, to attempt to locate any official records relative to this matter. These 
initial research efforts focused on records at the Air Force Historical Research 
Agency (AFHRA), Maxwell Air Force Base (AFB), AL, the Air Force Safety 
Agency (AFSA) at Kirtland AFB, NM, and the National Archives and Records 
Administration (NARA). 

On February 15, 1994, the GAO officially notified Secretary of Defense William 
J. Perry that it was initiating an audit of the Department of Defense (DoD) 
policies and procedures for acquiring, classifying, retaining, and disposing of 
official government documents dealing with weather balloon, aircraft, and similar 
crash incidents (Atch 2). This notification was subsequently passed to the 
Department of Defense Inspector General who in tum officiaJly notified the 
Secretaries of the Services and other affected parties of the audit in a February 23, 
1994, memo (Atch 3). This memorandum indicated that the "GAO is anxious to 
respond to Representative Schiff's request and to dispel any concerns that the 
DoD is being unresponsive." These were the first official US Government 
documents that indicated that the purpose of the GAO was to review "crash 
incidents involving weather balloons and unknown aircraft, such as UFOs and 
foreign aircraft, and (2) the facts involving the reported crash of an UFO in 1949 
[sic, 1947] at Roswell, New Mexico ... [and an] alleged DoD cover-up." 

• 

An entrance meeting of potentially concerned parties was held in the offices of 
the DoD Inspector General on February 28, 1994. During this meeting it was 
lea.med that, while the audit officially would be reviewing the records of a 
number of DoD (and possibly other Executive Branch entities), the bulk of the 
effort would be focused on Air Force records and systems. The audit was 
officially given the GAO code 701034 and entitled "Records Management 
Procedures Dealing With Weather Balloon, Unknown Aircraft, and Similar Crash 
Incidents." Although this official title appeared rather broad, there was no 
misnnderstanding that the real purpose was to attempt to locate records and/ or 
information on the "Roswell Incident." This incident, explained later in more 
detail, generally dealt with the claim that in July of 1947, the US Army Air Forces 
(USAAF) recovered a flying saucer and I oi its alien occupants which ~upposedly 
crashed near Roswell, New Mexico. When the USAAF ultimately became the 
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USAF in September, 1947, the USAF inherited equipment, personnel, records, 
policies, and procedures from the AAF. In this particular case, the Air Fotce also 
inherited the allegation that it had "covered up" the "Roswell Incident" and has 
continued to do so for the next 47 years. 

Within the Air Force, the Office of the Administrative Assistant to the Secretary 
of the Air Force (SAF I AA) is responsible both for information management 
procedures (SAF I AAI) and security policy and oversight (SAF I AAZ). Because of 
this organization, SAF I AA was the logical entity to assist the GAO in its audit, 
and SAF I AAZ was officialJy named as the CentTal Point of Contact for this 
endeavor (Atch 4). Subsequently, the then-Administrative Assistant, Mr. Robert 
J. McCormick, issued a tasking memorandum dated March 1, 1994 (Atch 5), to a 
number of current Air Staff and Secretariat offices that might possibly have 
records related to such an incident if, indeed, something had actually occurred. 
This search for records was purposely limited to· Air Force records and systems 

• smce: 

(a) The Air Force had no authority to compel other agencies to review their 
records; 

(b) The Air Force would have no way to monitor the completeness of their 
efforts if they did; and 

(c) the overall effort was the task and responsibility of the GAO-not the Air 
Force. 

During the in-briefing process with· GAO, it was learned that this audit was, 
indeed, generated at the specific request of Congressman Steven Schiff of New 
Mexico. Earlier, Congressman Schiff had written to the Department of Defense 
Legislative Liaison Office for information on the 11Roswell Incident" and had been 
advised that it was part of the former UFO "Project Bluebook" that had previ
ously been turned over to NARA by the Air Force. Congressman Schiff subse
quently learned from NARA that, although they did, indeed, have the "Bluebook" 
materials, the "Roswell Incident" was not part of that report. Congressman Schiff, 
apparently perceiving that he had been "stonewalled" by the DoD, then generated 
the request for the aforementioned audit. 

• 

It is within this context that the following research and assistance efforts were 
conducted in support of the GAO. This report is intended to stand as the final 
official Air Force response regarding this matter. 

niE "ROSWELL INCIDENT" -WHAT WAS ORIGINALLY REPORTED IN 1947 

The modem preoccupation with what ultimately came to be called Unidentified 
Flying Objects (UFOs) actually began in June, 1947. Although some pro-UFO 
researchers argue that sightings of UFOs go back to Biblical times, most research
ers will not dispute that anything in UFO history can compare with the phenome
non that began in 1947. What was later characterized as "the UFO Wave of 1947" 
began with 16 alleged sightings that occurred between May 17 and July U, 1947 
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(although some researchers claim there were as many as 800 sightings during that 
period). Interestingly, the "Roswell Incident" was not considered one of these 
1947 events until the 197Pr-1980 time frame. There is no dispute, however, that 
something happened near Roswell in July, 1947, since it was reported in a number 
of contemporary newspaper articles, the most famous of which were the July 8 
and July 9 editions of the Roswell Daily Record. The July 8 edition reported "RAAF 
Captures Flying Saucer On Ranch In Roswell Region," while the next day's 
edition reported, "Ramey Empties Roswell Saucer" and ''Harassed Rancher Who 
Located 'Saucer' Sorry He Told About It." 

The first story reported that the Intelligence Officer of the 509th Bomb Group, 
stationed at Roswell Army Air Field, Major Jesse A. Marcel, had recovered a 
"flying disc" from the range lands of an unidentified rancher in the vicinity of 
Roswell and that the disc had been "flown to higher headquarters." That same 
story also reported that a Roswell couple claimed to have seen a large unidenti
fied object fly by their home on July 2, 1947. 

The July 9 edition of the paper noted that Brigadier General Roger Ramey, 
Commander of the Eighth Air Force at Forth Worth, Texas, stated that upon 
examination the debris recovered by Marcel was determined to be a weather 
balloon. The wreckage was described as a " .. . bundle of tinfoil, broken wood 
beams, and rubber remnants of a balloon. . . . " The additional story of the 
"harassed rancher" identified him as W.W. Brazel of Lincoln County, New 
Mexico. He claimed that he and his son, Vernon, found the material on June 14, 
1947, when they "came upon a large area of bright wreckage made up of rubber 
strips, tinfoil, a rather tough paper, and sticks." He picked up some of the debris 
on July 4 and " . .. the next day he first heard about the flying discs and won
dered if what he had found might have been the remnants of one of these." 
Brazel subsequently went to Roswell on July 7 and contacted the Sheriff, who 
apparently notified Major MarceL Major Marcel and "a man in plain clothes" then 
accompan,ied Brazel home to pick up the rest of the pieces. The article further 
related that Brazel thought that the material: 
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. . . might have been as large as a table top. The palloon which held 
it up, if that is how it worked, must have been about 12 feet long, 
he felt, measuring the distance by the size of the room in which he 
sat. The rubber was smoky gray in color and scattered over an area 
about 200 yards in diameter. When the debris was gathered up the 
tinfoil, paper, tape, and sticks made a bundle about three feet long 
and 7 or 8 inches thick, while the rubber made a bundle about 18 
or 20 inches long and about 8 inches thick. In all, he estimated, the 
entire lot would have weighed maybe five pounds. There was no 
sign of any metal in the area which might have been used for an 
engine and no sign of any propellers of any kind. Although at least 
one paper fin had been glued onto some of the tinfoil. There were 
no words to be found anywhere on the instnunent although there 
were letters on some of the parts. Considerable scotch tape and 
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some tape with flowers printed upon it had been used in the 
construction. No string or wire were to be found but there were 
some eyelets in the paper to indicate that some sort of attachment 
may have been used. Brazel said that he had previously foWld two 
weather balloons on the ranch, but _that what he found this time did 
not in any way resemble either of these. 

EVOLUTION OF THE EVENT FROM 1947 TO THE PRESENT 

General Ramey's press conference and rancher Brazel's statement effectively 
ended this as a UFO-related matter until 1978, although some UFO researchers 
argue that there were several obtuse references to it in 1950's-era literature. 
Roswell, for example, is not referred to in the official USAF investigation of UFOs 
reported in Project Bluebook or its predecessors, Project Sign and Project Grudge, 
which ran from 1948-1969 (which Congressman Schiff subsequently learned when 
he made his original inquiry). 

In 1978, an article appeared in a tabloid newspaper, the National Enquirer, which 
reported the former intelligence officer, Marcel, claimed that he had recovered 
UFO debris near Roswell in 1947. Also in 1978, a UFO researcher, Stanton 
Friedman, met with Marcel and began investigating the claims that the material 
Marcel handled was from a crashed UFO. Similarly, two authors, William L. 
Moore and Charles Berlitz, also engaged in research which led them to publish 
a book, The Roswell Incident, in 1980. In this book they reported they interviewed 
a number of persons who claimed to have been present at Roswell in 1947 and 
professed to be either firsthand or secondhand witnesses to strange events that 
supposedly occurred. Since 197S-1980, other UFO researchers, most notably 
Donald Schmitt and Kevin Randle, claim to have located and interviewed even 
more persons with supposed knowledge of unusual happenings at Roswell. These 
included both civilian and former military persons. 

Additionally, the Robert Stack-hosted television show ''Unsolved Mysteries" 
devoted a large portion of one show to a "re-creation" of the supposed Roswell 
events. Numerous other television shows have done likewise, particularly during 
the last several years, and a made-for-lV movie on the subject is due to be 
released this summer. The overall thrust of these articles, books, and shows is that 
the "Roswell Incident" was actually the crash of a craft from another world, the 
US Government recovered it, and has been "covering up" this fact from the 
American public since 1947, using a combination of disinformation, ridicule, and 
threats of bodily harm, to do so. Generally, the USAF bears the brunt of these 
accusations. 

From the rather benign description of the "event" and the recovery of some 
material as described in the original newspaper accounts, the "Roswell Incident" 
has since grown to mythical (if not mystical) proportions in the eyes and minds 
of some researchers, portions of the media and at least part of the American 
public. There are also now several major variations of the "Roswell story." For 
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example, it was originally reported that there was only recovery· of debris from 
one site. This has since grown from a minimal amount of debris recovered from 
a small area to airplane loads of debris from multiple huge ''debris fields." 
Likewise, the relatively simple description of sticks, paper, tape and tinfoil has 
since grown to exotic metals with hieroglyphics and fiber optic-like materials. 
Most versions now claim that there were two crash sites where debris was 
recovered, and at the second site, alleged bodies of extraterrestrial aliens were 
supposedly retrieved. The number of these "alien bodies" recovered also varied. 
These claims are further complicated by the fact that UFO are not in 
agreement among themselves as to exactly where these recovery . sites were 
located or even the dates of the alleged crash(es). Consistently, however, the AAF 
was accused of securing these sites, recovering all the material therefrom, keeping 
locals away, and returning the recovered wreckage (and bodies) to Roswell under 
extremely tight security for further processing and later exploitation. 

Once back at Roswell Army Air Field, it is generally alleged that special measures 
were taken to notify higher headquaa ters and arrangements made to have 
recovered materials shipped to other locations for analysis. These locations 
include Fort Worth, Texas, the home of the Eighth Air Force Headquarters; 
possibly Sandia Base (now Kirtland AFB), New Mexico; possibly Andrews Army 
Air Field, Maryland; and always to Wright Field, now known as Wright-Patterson 
AFB, Ohio. The latter location was the home of "T-2" which later became known 
as the Air Technical Intelligence Center (ATIC) and the Air Materiel Command 
(AMC}, and would, in fact, be a logical location to study unknown materials from 
whatever origin. Most of the Roswell stories that contain the recovery of alien 
bodies also show them being shipped to Wright Field. Once the material and 
bodies were dispersed for further analysis and/or exploitation, the government 
in general, and the Army Air Forces in particular, engaged in covering up all 
information relating to the alleged crash and recovery, including the use of 
security oaths to military persons and the use of coercion (including alleged death 
threats) to others. This, as theorized by some UFO researchers, has allowed the 
government to keep the fact that there is intelligent exbaterrestrial life from the 
American public for 47 years. It also supposedly allowed the US Government to 
exploit recovered extraterrestrial materials by reverse engineering them, ultimately 
providing such things as fiber optic and stealth technology. The "death threats," 
oaths, and other forms of coercion alleged to have been meted out by the AAF 
personnel to keep people from talking have apparently not been very effective, 
as several hundred people are claimed to have come forward (without harm} with 
some knowledge of the "Roswell Incident" during interviews with nongovern
ment researchers and the media. 

Adding some measure of credibility to the claims that have arisen since 1978 is 
the apparent depth of research of some of the authors and the extent of their 
efforts. Their claims are lessened somewhat, however, by the fact that almost all 
their information came from verbal reports many years after the alleged incident 
occurred. Many of the persons interviewed were, in fact, stationed at, or lived 
near Roswell during the time in question, and a number of them claim military 
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service. Most, however, related their stories in their older years, well after the fact. 
In other cases, the information provided is second or thirdhand, having been 
passed through a friend or relative after the principal had died. What is uniquely 
lacking in the entire exploration and exploitation of the "Roswell Incident" is 
official positive documentary or physical evidence of any kind that supports the 
claimS of those who allege that something unusual happened. Conversely, there 
has never been any previous documentary evidence produced by those who 
would debWlk the incident to show that something did not happen; although 
logic dictates that bureaucracies do not spend time documenting nonevents. 

SEARCH SfRATEGY AND METHODOLOGY 

To insure senior Air Force leadership that there were no hidden or overlooked 
files that might relate to the 11Roswelllncident," and to provide the GAO with the 
best and most complete information available, SAF I AAZ constructed a strategy 
based on direct tasking from the Office of the Secretary, to elicit information from 
those functional offices and organizations where such information might logically 
be contained. This included directing searches at current offices where special or 
unusual projects might be carried out, as well as historical organizations, archives, 
and records centers over which the Air Force exerted some degree of control. 
Researchers did not, however, go to the US Army to review historical records in 
areas such as missile launches from White Sands, or to the Department of Energy 
to determine if its forerunner, the Atomic Energy Commission, had any records 
of nuclear-related incidents that might have occurred at or near Roswell in 1947. 
To do so would have encroached on GAO's charter in this matter. What Air Force 
researchers did do, however, was to search for records still under Air Force 
control pertaining to these subject areas. · 

In order to determine parameters for the most productive search of records, a 
review was first conducted of the major works regarding the "Roswell Incident" 
available in the popular literature. These works included: The Roswell Incident 
(1980) by William Moore and Charles Berlitz; ''Crashed Saucers: Evidence in 
Search of Proof" (1985) by Moore; The UFO Crash at Roswell (1991) by Kevin 
Randle and Donald Schmitt; The Truth About the UFO Crash at Roswell (1994), also 
by Randle and Schmitt; The Roswell Report: A Historical Perspective (1991), George 
M. Eberhart, editor; "The Roswell Events" (1993) compiled by Fred Whiting; Crash 
at Corona (1992) by Stanton T. Friedman and Don Berliner; and numerous other 
articles written by a combination of the above and other researchers. Collectively, 
the above represent the "pro" UFO writers who allege that the government is 
engaged in a conspiracy. There are no specific books written entirely on the theme 
that nothing happened at Roswell. However, Curtis Peebles in Watch the S~! 
(1994) discussed the development of the UFO story and growth of subsequent 
claims as a phenomenon. There has also been serious research as well as a 
number of detailed articles written by so-called "debunkers" of Roswell and other 
incidents, most notably Philip J. Klass, who writes The Skeptic's UFO Newsletter, 
and Robert Todd, a private researcher. The concerns and claims of all the above 
authors and others were considered in conducting the USAF records search. 
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It was also decided, particularly after a review of the above popular literature, 
that no specific attempt would be made to try to refute, point by point, the 
numerous claims made in the various publications. Many of these claims appear 
to be hearsay, undocumented, taken out of context, self-serving, or otherwise 
dubious. Additionally, many of the above authors are not even in agreement over 
various claims. Most notable of the confusing and now ever-changing claims is 
the controversy over the date(s) of the alleged incident, the exact location(s) of the 
purported debris, and the extent of the wreckage. Such discrepancies in claims 
made the search much more difficult by greatly expanding the volume of records 
that had to be searched. 

An example of trying to deal with questionable claims is illustrated by the 
following example: One of the popular books mentioned that was reviewed 
claimed that the writers had submitted the names and serial numbers of "over 
two dozen" personnel stationed at Roswell in July, 1947, to the Veterans Adminis
tration and the Defense Deparllnent to confirm their military service. They then 
listed eleven of these persons by name and asked the question: "Why does neither 
the Defense Department nor the Veteran's Administration have records of any of 
these men when we can document that each served at Roswell Army Air Field." 
That claim sounded serious so SAF I AAZD was tasked to check these eleven 
names in the Personnel Records Center in St. Louis. Using only the names (since 
the authors did not list the serial numbers) the researcher quickly found records 
readily identifiable with eight of these persons. The other three had such common 
names that there could have been multiple possibilities. Interestingly, one of the 
listed "missing" persons had a casualty report in his records reflecting that he 
died in 1951, while the writers claimed to have interviewed him (or a person of 
the exact same name) in 1990. 

While the historical document search was in progress, it was decided to attempt 
to locate and interview several persons identified as still living who could 
possibly answer questions generated by the research. 1his had never been 
officially done before, although most of the persons contacted reported that they 
had also been contacted in the past by some of the listed authors or other private 
researchers. In order to counter possible future arguments that the persons 
interviewed were still"covering up" material because of prior security oaths, the 
interviewees were provided with authorization from either the Secretary of the 
Air Force or the Senior Security Official of the Air Force that would officially 
allow discussion of classified information, if applicable, or free them from any 
prior restriction in discussing the matter, if such existed. Again, the focus was on 
interviewing persons that could address specific issues raised by research and no 
consideration was given to try and locate every alleged witness claimed to have 
been contacted by the various authors. For example, one of the interviewees 
thought vital to obtain an official signed, sworn statement from was Sheridan 
Cavitt, Lt Col, USAF (Retired), who is the last living member of the three persons 
universally acknowledged to have recovered material from the Foster Ranch. 
Others were also interviewed as information developed (discussed in detail later). 
Additionally, in some cases survivors of deceased persons were alsO contacted in 
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an attempt to locate various records thought to have been in the custody of the 
deceased. · 

Even though Air Force research originally sta.rted in January, 1994, the first official 
Air Force-wide tasking was directed by the March l, 1994, memorandum from 
SAF 1 AA (Atch 5) and was addressed to those current Air Staff elements that 
would be the likely repository for any records, particularly if there was anything 
of an extraordinary nature involved. This meant that the search was not limited 
to unclassified materials, but also would include records of the highest classifica
tion and compartmentation. 

The specific Air Staff/Secretariat offices queried included the following: 

(a) SAF I AAI, Directorate of Information Management 
{b) SAF I AQL, Directorate of Electronics and Special Programs 
(c) AF /SE, Air Force Safety 
(d) AF/HO, Air Force Historian 
(e) AF /IN, Air Force Intelligence [including the Air Force Intelligence Agency 

(AFIA) and the National Air Intelligence Center (NAIC)] 
(f) AF/XOW, Directorate of Weather 
(g) [added later] The Air Force Office of Special Investigations (AFOSI) 

In addition to the above Air Staff and Secretariat offices, SAF I AAZ also reviewed 
appropriate classified records for any tie-in to this matter. With regards to highly 
classified records, it should be noted that any programs that employ enhanced 
security measures or controls are known as a Special Access Programs (SAPs). 
The authority for such programs comes from Executive Order 12356 and flows 
from the Department of Defense to the Services via DoD Directive 5205.7. These 
programs are implemented in the Air Force by Policy Directive 16-7 and Air 
Force Instruction 16-701. These directives contain detailed requirements for 
controlling and reporting, in a very strict manner, all SAPs. This includes a report 
from the Secretary of the Air Force to the Secretary of Defense (and ultimately to 
Congress) on all SAPs submitted for approval, and a certification that there are 
no "SAP-like" programs being operated. These reporting requirements are 
stipulated in public law. · 

It followed that if the Air Force had recovered some type of extraterrestrial 
spacecraft and I or bodies and was exploiting this for scientific and technology 
purposes, then such a program would be operated as a Special Access Program 
(SAP). SAF I AAZ, the Central Office for all Air Force SAPs, has knowledge of, 
and security oversight over, all SAPs. SAF I AAZ categorically stated that no such 
SAP or SAPs exist that pertain to extraterrestrial spacecraft/aliens. 

Likewise, the Secretary of the Air Force and the Chief of Staff, who head the 
Special Program Oversight Committee which oversees all sensitive programs in 
the Air Force, had no knowledge of the existence of any such program involving, 

. or relating to, the events at Roswell or the alleged technology that supposedly 

17 



-

. 

resulted therefrom. Besides the obvious irregularity and illegality of keeping such 
information from the most senior Air Force officials, it would also be illogical, 
since these officials are responsible for obtaining funding for operations, research, 
development, and security. Without funding, such a program, operation, or 
organization could not exist. Even to keep such a fact "covered·up" in some sort 
of passive "caretaker status" would involve money. More importantly, it would 
involve people and create paperwork. 

The aforementioned March 1, 1994, SAF I AA tasking generated negative responses 
(Atchs 6-12) from all recipients; i.e., all offices reported that they had no informa
tion that would explain the incident. Consequently, these negative responses led 
to an increase in the already ongoing historical research at records centers and 
archives. 

The extensive archival and records center search was systematically carried out 
by the SAF I AAZD Declassification Review Team. This team is composed entirely 
of Air Force Reserve personnel who have extensive training and experience in 
large scale review of records. (Previous efforts include the Southeast Asia 
Declassification Review, declassification of POW /MIA records, and the review of 
the Gulf War Air Power Survey records.) The team members all had the requisite 
security clearances for classified information and .had the authority of the 
Secretary of the Air Force to declassify any classified record they found that might 
be related to Roswell. SAP I AAZD conducted reviews at a number of locations, 
including the National Archives in Washington, DC; the National Personnel 
Records Center, St. Louis, MO; the National Archives, Suitland MD; the National 
Records Center, Suitland, MD; Naval Research Laboratory, Washington, DC; 
Federal Records Center, Ft Worth, TX; the INSCOM Archives, Fort Meade, MD; 
National Air and Space Museum, Washington, OC; Air Force Historical Research 
Agency, Maxwell AFB, AL; Center for Air Force History, Bolling AFB, DC; 
Phillips Laboratory, Hanscom AFB, MA and Kirtland AFB, NM; Rome Laboratory, 
Griffiss AFB, NY; and the Library of Congress, Washington, DC. 

A listing of the specific record areas searched is appended as Atch 13. The areas 
included all those subject areas logically believed to possibly contain any 
reference to activities at Roswell Army Air Field during the period of time in 
question. It is anticipated that detractors from this effort will complain that "they 
did not search record group x, boxy, or reel z, etc.; that's where the real records 
are!" Such complaints are unavoidable and there is no possible way that the 
millions of records under Air Force control could be searched page by page. The 
team endeavored to make logical searches in those places where records would 
likely be found. They were assisted in this task by archivists, historians, and 
records management specialists, including experienced persons who have 
continually worked in Anny and Air Force records systems since 1943. The team 
also searched some record areas that were recommended by serious private 
researchers such as Robert Todd, who had independently obtained almost 
encyclopedic knowledge of the complexities of Air Force records systems, 
particularly those related to this subject area. 
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Not surprisingly, the research team found the usual number of problems in many 
of the records centers (particularly St. Louis) with misfiling, lost or misplaced 
documents, mismarking of documents, or the breaking up of record groups over 
the years and refiling in different systems. This included, for example, a small 
amount of missing "decimal files" from the 509th Bomb Group at Roswell that 
covered the years 19~1949, that were marked on the index as "destroyed." The 
researchers noted that there was no pattern to any anomalies found and that most 
discrepancies were minor and consistent with what they had found in the past on 
similar projects. 

WHAT THE ROSWELL INCIDENT WAS NOT 

Before discussing specific positive results that these efforts revealed, it is first 
appropriate to discuss those things, as indicated by information available to the 
Air Force, that the "Roswell Incident" was not: 

An Airplane Crash 
Of all the things that are documented and tracked within the Air Force, among 
the most detailed and scrupulous are airplane crashes. In fact, records of air 
crashes go back to the first years of military flight. Safety records and reports are 
available for all crashes that involved serious damage, injury, death, or a 
combination of these factors. These records also include incidents involving 
experimental or classified aircraft. USAF records showed that between June 24, 
1947, and July 28, 1947, there were five crashes in New Mexico alone, involving 
A-26C, P-SlN, C-82A, P-80A, and PQ-14B aircraft; however, none of these 
occurred on the date(s) in question nor in the area(s) in question. 

One of the additional areas specifically set forth by GAO in its efforts was to deal 
with how the Air Force (and others) specifically documented" ... weather balloon 
. .. and other crash incidents." In this area, the search efforts revealed that there 
are no air safety records pertaining to weather balloon crashes (all weather 
balloons "crash" sooner or later); however, there are provisions for generating 
reports of "crashes" as ground safety incidents in the unlikely chance that a 
balloon injures someone or causes damage. Such records are only maintained for 
five years. · 

A Missile Crash 
A crashed or errant missile, usually described as a captured German V-2 or one 
of its variants, is sometimes set forth as a possible explanation for the debris 
recovered near Roswell. Since much of this testing done at nearby White Sands 
was secret at the time, it would be logical to assume that the government would 
handle any missile mishap under tight security, particularly if the mishap 
occurred on private land. From the records reviewed by the Air Force, however, 
there was nothing located to suggest that this was the case. Although the bulk of 
remaining testing records are under the control of the US Army, the subject has 
also been very well documented over the years within Air Force records. There 
would be no reason to keep such information classified today. The USAF found 
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no indicators or even hints that a missile was involved in this matter. 

A Nuclear Accident 
One of the areas considered was that whatever happened near Roswell may have 
involved nuclear weapons. This was a logical area of concern since the 509th 
Bomb Group was the only military unit in the world at the time that had access 
to nuclear weapons. Again, reviews of available records gave no indication that 
this was the case. A number of records still classified Top Secret and Secret
Restricted Data having to do with nuclear weapons were located in the Federal 
Records Center in St. Louis, MO. These records, which pertained to the 509th, had 
nothing to do with any activities that could have been misinterpreted as the 
"Roswell Incident." Also, any records of a nuclear-related incident would have 
been inherited by the Deparbnent of Energy (DOE), and, had one occurred, it is 
likely DOE would have publicly reported it as part of its recent declassification 
and public release efforts. There were no ancillary records in Air Force files to 
indicate the potential existence of such records within DOE channels, however. 

An Extraterrestrial Craft 
The Air Force research found absolutely no indication that what happened near 
Roswell in 1947, involved any type of extrateuestrial spacecraft. This, of course, 
is the crux of this entire matter. "Pro-UFO'' persons who obtain a copy of this 
report, at this point, most probably begin the "cover-up is still on" claims. 
Nevertheless, the research indicated absolutely no evidence t1J any Jdnd that a 
spaceship crashed near Roswell or that any alien occupants were recovered 
therefrom, in some secret military operation or otherwise. This does not mean, 
however, that the early Air Force was not concerned about UFOs. However, in 
the early days, "UFO" meant Unidentified Flying Object, which literally translated 
as some object in the air that was not readily identifiable. It did not mean, as the 
term has evolved in today' s language, to equate to alien spaceships. Records from 
the period reviewed by Air Force researchers, as well as those cited by the 
authors mentioned before, do indicate that the USAF was seriously concerned 
about the inability to adequately identify unknown flying objects reported in 
American airspace. All the records, however, indicated that the focus of concern 
was not on aliens, hostile or otherwise, but on the Soviet Union. Many documents 
from that period speak to the possibility of developmental secret Soviet aircraft 
overflying US airspace. This, of course, was of major concern to the fledgling 
USAF, whose job it was to protect these same skies. 

The research revealed only one official AAF document that indicated that there 
was any activity of any type that pertained to UFOs and Roswell in July, 1947. 
Titis was a small section of the July Historical Report for the 509th Bomb Group 
and Roswell Army Air Field that stated: #The Office of Public Information was 
quite busy during the month answering inquiries on the 'flying disc,' which was 
reported to be in possession of the 509th Bomb Group. The object turned out to 
be a radar tracking balloon" (included with Atch 11). Additionally, this history 
showed that the 509th Commander, Colonel Blanchard, went on leave on July 8, 
1947, which would be a somewhat unusual maneuver for a person involved in 
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the supposed first ever recovery of extraterrestrial materials. (Detractors claim 
Blanchard did this as a ploy to elude the press and go to the scene to direct the 
recovery operations.) The history and the morning reports also showed that the 
subsequent activities at Roswell during the month were mostly mW\dane and not 
indicative of any unusual high-level activity, expenditure of manpower, resources 
or security. 

Likewise, the researchers · found no indication of heightened activity anywhere 
else in the military hierarchy in the July, 1947, message traffic or orders (to 
include classified traffic). There were no indications and warnings, notice of alerts, 
or a higher tempo of operational activity reported that would be logically 
generated if an alien craft, whose intentions were unknown, entered US territory. 
To believe that such operational and high-level security activity could be 
conducted solely by relying on unsecured telecommunications or personal contact 
without creating any records of such activity certainly stretches the imagination 
of those who have served in the military who know that paperwork of some kind 
is necessary to accomplish even emergency, highly classified, or sensitive tasks. 

An example of activity sometimes cited by pro-UFO writers to illustrate the point 
that something unusual was going on was the travel of Lt Gen Nathan Twining, 
Commander of the Air Materiel Command, to New Mexico in July, 1947. 
Actually, records were located indicating that Twining went to the Bomb 
Commanders' Course on July 8, along with a number of other general officers, 
and requested orders to do so a month before, on June 5, 1947 (Atch 14). 

Similarly, it has also been alleged that General Hoyt Vandenberg, Deputy Orief 
of Staff at the time, had been involved directing activity regarding events at 
Roswell. Activity reports (Atch 15), located in General Vandenberg's personal 
papers stored in the Library of Congress, did indicate that on July 7, he was busy 
with a "flying disc" incident; however this particular incident involved Ellington 
Field, Texas and the Spokane (Washington) Depot. After much discussion and 
information gathering on this incident, it was learned to be a hoax. There is no 
similar mention of his personal interest or involvement in Roswell events except 
in the newspapers. 

The above are but two small examples that indicate that if some event happened 
that was one of the "watershed happenings" in human history, the US military 
certainly reacted in an tmconcemed and cavalier manner. In an actual case, the 
military would have had to order thousands of soldiers and airman, not only at 
Roswell but throughout the US, to act nonchalantly, pretend to conduct and 
report business as usual, and generate absolutely no paperwork of a suspicious 
nature, while simultaneously anticipating that twenty years or more into the 
future people would have available a comprehensive Freedom of Information Act 
that would give them great leeway to review and explore government documents. 
The records indicate that none of this happened (or if it did, it was controlled by 
a security system so efficient and tight that no one, US or otherwise, has been 
able to duplicate it since. U such a system had been in effect at the time, it would 
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have also been used to protect.our atomic secrets from the Soviets, which history 
has showed obviously was not the case). The records reviewed confirmed that no 
such sophisticated and efficieht security system existed. 

WHAT THE "ROSWELL INCIDENT" WAS 

As previously discussed, what was originally reported to have been recovered 
- was a balloon of some sort, usually described as a "weather balloon," although 

the majority of · the wreckage that was ultimately displayed by General Ramey 
and Major Marcel in the famous photos (Atch 16) in Fort Worth was that of a 
radar target normally suspended from balloons. This radar target, discussed in 
more detail later, was certainly consistent with the description of July 9 newspa
per article which discussed "tinfoil, paper, tape, and sticks.'' Additionally, the 
description of the "flying disc" was consistent with a document routinely used 
by most pro-UFO writers to indicate a conspiracy in progiess the telegram from 
the Dallas FBI office of July 8, 1947. 'This document quoted in part states:" . . . The 
disc is hexagonal in shape and was suspended from a balloon by a cable, which 
balloon was approximately twenty feet in diameter . . .. the object found resem
bles a high altitude weather balloon with a radar reflector .... disc and balloon 
being transported . . . ." 

Similarly, while conducting the popular literature review, one of the documents 
reviewed was a paper entitled "The Roswell Events" edited by Fred Whiting and 
sponsored by the Fund for UFO Research (FUFOR). Although it was not the 
original intention to comment on what commercial authors interpreted or claimed 
that other persons supposedly said, this particular document was different 
because it contained actual copies of apparently authentic sworn affidavits 
received from a number of persons who claimed to have some knowledge of the 
Roswell event. Although many of the persons who provided these affidavits to 
the FUFOR researchers also expressed opinions that they thought there was 
something extraterrestrial about this incident, a number of them actually 
described materials that sounded suspiciously like wreckage fro~ balloons. These 
included the following: 

Jesse A. Marcel, MD (son of the late Major Jesse Marcel; 11 years old at the time 
of the incident). Affidavit dated May 6, 1991. " .. . There were three categories of 
debris: a thick, foil like metallic gray substance; a brittle, brownish-black plastic
like material, like Bakelite; and there were fragments of what appeared to be 1-
beams. On the inner surface of the 1-beam, there appeared to be a type of writing. 
This writing was a purple-violet hue, and it had an embossed appearance. The 
figures were composed of curved, geometric shapes. It had no resemblance to 
Russian, Japanese or any other foreign language. It resembled hieroglyphics, but 
it had no animal-like characters. . . . " 

Loretta Proctor (former neighbor of rancher W.W. Brazel). Affidavit dated May 
5, 1991. " . .. Brazel came to my ranch and showed my husband and me a piece 
of material he said came from a large pile of debris on the property he managed. 
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Th piece he brought was brown in color, similar to plastic .... 'Mac' said the 
;er material on the property looked like aluminum foil. It was very flexible and 

0 
ouldn't crush or biun. There was also something he described as tape which 
~d printing on it. The color of the printing was a kind of purple ... . " 

Bessie Brazel Schreiber (daughter of W.W. Brazel; 14 years old at the time of the 
incident). Affidavit dated September 22, 1993. " ... The debris looked like pieces 
of a large balloon which had burst. The pieces were .small, the largest I remember 
measuring about the same as the diameter of a basketball. Most of it was a kind 
of double--sided material, foil-like on one side and rubber-like on the other. Both 
sides were grayish silver in color, the foil more silvery than the rubber. Sticks, like 
kite sticks, were attached to some of the pieces with a whitish tape. The tape was 
about two or three inches wide and had flower-like designs on it. The 'flowers' 
were faint, a variety of pastel colors, and reminded me of Japanese paintings in 
which the flowers are not all connected. I do not recall any other types of material 
or markings, nor do I remember seeing gouges in the ground or any other signs 
that anything may have hit the ground hard. The foil-rubber material could not 
be tom like ordinary aluminum foil can be tom ... " 

Sally Strickland Tadolini (neighbor of W.W. Brazel; nine years old in 1947). 
Affidavit dated September 27, 1993. " . .. What Bill showed us was a piece of 
what I still think as fabric. It was something like aluminum foil, something like 
satin, something like well-tanned leather in its toughness, yet was not precisely 
like any one of those materials ... .It was about the thickness of very fine kidskin 
glove leather and a dull metallic grayish silver, one side slightly darker than the 
other. I do not remember it having any design or embossing on it ... . " 

Robert R. Porter (B-29 flight Engineer stationed at Roswell in 1947). Affidavit 
dated June 7, 1991. " .. . On this occasion, I was a member of the crew which flew 
parts of what we were told was a flying saucer to Fort Worth. The people on 
board included ... and Maj Jesse Marcel. Capt. William E. Anderson said it was 
from a flying saucer. After we arrived, the material was transferred to a B-25. I 
was told they were going to Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio. I was involved in 
loading the ~29 with the material, which was wrapped in packages with 
wrapping paper. One of the pieces was triangle:shaped, about 2 1/2 feet across 
the bottom. The rest were in small packages, about the size of a shoe box. The 
brown paper was held with tape. The material was extremely lightweight. When 
I picked it up, it was just like picking up an empty package. We loaded the 
triangle shaped package and three shoe box-sized packages into the plane. All of 
the packages could have fit into the trunk of a car .... When we came back from 
lunch, they told us they had transferred the material to a B-25. They told us the 
material was a weather balloon, but I'm certain it wasn't a weather balloon ... . " 

In addition to those persons above still living who claim to have seen or exam
ined the original material found on the Brazel Ranch, there is one additional 
person who was universally acknowledged to have been involved in its recovery, 

. Sheridan Cavitt, Lt Col, USAF (Ret). Cavitt is credited in all claims of having 
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accompanied Major Marcel to the ranch to recover the debris, sometimes along 
with his Counter Intelligence Corps (CIC) subordinate, Lewis Rickett, who, like 
Marcel, is deceased. Although there does not appear to be much dispute that 
Cavitt was involved in the material recovery, other claims about him prevail in 
the popular literature. He is sometimes portrayed as a dosed·mouth (or some
times even sinister) conspirator who was one of the early individuals who kept 
the "secret of Roswell'' from getting out. Other things about him have been 

- alleged, including the claim that he wrote a report of the incident at the time that 
has never surfaced. 

Since Lt Col Cavitt, who had firsthand knowledge, was still alive, a decision was 
made to interview him and get a signed sworn statement from him about his 
version of the events. Prior to the interview, the Secretary of the Air Force 
provided him with a written authorization and waiver to discuss classified 
information with the interviewer and release him from any security oath he may 
have taken. Subsequently, Cavitt was interviewed on May 24, 1994, at his home. 
Cavitt provided a signed, sworn statement (Atch 17) of his recollections in this 
matter. He also consented to having the interview tape-recorded. A transcript of 
that recording is at Atch 18. In this interview, Cavitt related that he had been 
contacted on numerous occasions by UFO researchers and had willingly talked 
with many of them; however, he felt that he had oftentimes been misrepresented 
or had his comments taken out of context so that their true meaning was changed. 
He stated unequivocally, however, that the material he recovered consisted of a 
reflective sort of material like aluminum foil, and some thin, bamboo-like sticks. 
He thought at the time, and continued to do so today, that what he found was 
a weather balloon and has told other private researchers that. He also remem· 
bered finding a small "black box" type of instrument, which he thought at the 
time was probably a radiosonde. Lt Col Cavitt also reviewed the famous 
Ramey / Marcel photographs (Atch 16) of the wreckage taken to Fort Worth (often 
claimed by UFO researchers to have been switched and the remnants of a balloon 
substituted for it), and he identified the materials depicted in those photos as 
consistent with the materials that he recovered from the ranch. Lt Col Cavitt also 
stated that he had never . taken any oath or signed any ·agreement not to talk 
about this incident and had never been threatened by anyone in the govenunent 
because of it. He did not even know the "incident" was daimed to be anything 
unusual until he was interviewed in the early 1980's. 

Similarly, Irving Newton, Major, USAF (Ret), was located and interviewed. 
Newton was a weather officer assigned to Fort Worth, who was on duty when 
the Roswell debris was sent there in July, 1947. He was told that he was to report 
to General Ramey's office to view the material. In a signed, sworn statement 
(Atch 30) Newton related that " ... I walked into the General's office where this 
supposed flying saucer was lying all over the floor. As soon as I saw it, I giggled 
and asked if that was the flying saucer .... I told them that this was a balloon 
and a RAWIN target. ... " Newton also stated that " ... while I was examining 
the debris, Major Marcel was picking up pieces of the target sticks and trying to 
convince me that some notations on the sticks were alien writings. There were 
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figures on the sticks, lavender or pink in color, appeared to be weather faded 
markings, with no rhyme or reason lsicJ. He did not convince me that these were 
alien writings." Newton concluded his statement by relating that '' . .. During the 
ensuing years I have been interviewed by many authors, I have been quoted and 
misquoted. The facts rentain as indicated above. I was not influenced during the 
original interview, nor today, to provide anything but what I know to be true, 
that is, the material I saw in General Ramey's office was the remains of a balloon 
and a RA WIN target." 

Balloon Research 
The original tasking from GAO noted that the search for information included 
"weather balloons." Comments about balloons and safety reports have already 
been made; however the SAF I AAZ research efforts also focused on reviewing 
historical records involving balloons, since, among other reasons, that was what 
was officially claimed by the AAF to have been found and recovered in 1947. 

As early as February 28, 1994, the AAZD research team found references to 
balloon tests taking place at Alamogordo Army Air Field (now Hollontan AFB) 
and White Sands during June and July 1947, testing ''constant level balloons" and 
a New York University (NYU) /Watson Labs effort that used " ... meteorological 
devices . . . suspected for detecting shock waves generated by Soviet nuclear 
explosions"-··a possible indication of a cover story associated with the NYU 
balloon project. Subsequently, a 1946 HQ AMC memorandum surfaced, describ
ing the constant altitude balloon project and specified that the scientific data be 
classified Top Secret Priority lA. Its name was Project MOGUL (Atch 19). 

Project MOGUL was a then-sensitive, classified project, whose pwpose was to 
determine the state of Soviet nuclear weapons research. This was the early Cold 
War period and there was serious concern within the US government about the 
Soviets' developing a weaponized atomic device. Because the Soviet Union's 
borders were closed, the US Government sought to develop a long range nuclear 
explosion detection capability. Long range, balloon-borne, low frequency acoustic 
detection was posed to General Spaatz in 1945 by Dr. Maurice Ewing of Columbia 
University as a potential solution (atmospheric ducting of low frequency pressure 
waves had been studied as early as 1900). ' 

As part of the research into this matter, AAZD personnel located and obtained 
the original study papers and reports of the New York University project. Their 
efforts also revealed that some of the individuals involved in Project MOGUL were 
still living. These persons included the NYU constant altitude balloon Director of 
Research, Dr. Athelstan F. Spilhaus; the Project Engineer, Professor Charles B. 
Moore; and the military Project Officer, Colonel Albert C. Trakowski. 

All of these persons were subsequently interviewed and signed sworn statements 
about their activities. A copy of theses statements are appended at Atchs 20-22. 
Additionally, transcripts of the interview with Moore and Trakowski are also 
included (equipment malfunctioned during the interview of Spilhaus) (Atchs 
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23-24). These interviews confirmed that Project MOGUL was a compartmented, 
sensitive effort. The NYU group was responsible for developing constant level 
balloons and telemetering equipment that would remain at specified altitudes 
(within the acoustic duct) while a group from Columbia was to develop acoustic 
sensors. Doctor Spilhaus, Professor Moore, and certain others of the group were 
aware of the actual purpose of the project, but they did not know of the project 
nickname at the time. They handled casual inquiries and/ or scientific inqui· 
ries/papers in terms of ''unclassified meteorological or balloon research." Newly 
hired employees were not made aware that there was anything special or 
classified about their work; they were told only that their work dealt with 
meteorological equipment. 

An advance ground team, led by Albert P. Crary, preceded the NYU group to 
Alamogordo Army Air Field, New Mexico, setting up ground sensors and 
obtaining facilities for the NYU group. Upon their arrival, Professor Moore and 
his team experimented with various configurations of neoprene balloons; 
development of balloon "trains" (see illustration, Atch 25); automatic ballast 
systems; and use of Naval sonobuoys (as the Watson Lab acoustical sensors had 
not yet arrived). They also launched what they called "service flights." These 
"service flights" were not logged nor fully accounted for in the published 
Technical Reports generated as a result of the contract between NYU and Watson 
Labs. According to Professor Moore, the "service flights" were composed of 
balloons, radar reflectors, and payloads specifically designed to test acoustic 
sensors (both early sonobuoys and the later Watson Labs devices). The "payload 
equipment" was expendable, and some carried no "Reward" or "Return to ... " 
tags because there was to be no association between these flights and the logged 
constant altitude flights which were fully acknowledged. The NYU balloon flights 
were listed sequentially in their reports (i.e., A, B, or 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10 .. . ), yet gaps 

. existed for Flights 2-4 and Flight 9. The interview with Professor Moore indicated 
that these gaps werE' the unlogged "service flights." 

Professor Moore, the on-scene Project Engineer, gave detailed information 
concerning his team's efforts. He recalled that radar targets were used for tracking 
balloons because they did not have all the necessary equipment when they first 
arrived in New Mexico. Some of the early developmental radar targets were 
manufactured by a toy or novelty company. These targets were made up of 
aluminum "foil " or foil-backed paper, balsa wood beams that were coated in an 
"Elmer' s·type" glue to enhance their durability, acetate and/ or cloth reinforcing 
tape, single strand and braided nylon twine, brass eyelets and swivels to form a 
multi·faced reflector somewhat similar in construction to a box kite (see photo. 
graphs, Atch 26). Some of these targets were also assembled with purplish-pink 
tape with symbols on it (see drawing by Moore with Atch 21). 

According to the log summary (Atch 27) of the NYU group, Flight A through 
Flight 7 (November 20, 1946-July 2, 1947) were made with neoprene meteorologi· 
cal balloons (as opposed to the later flights made with polyethylene balloons). 
Professor Moore stated that the neopre~e balloons were susceptible to degrada-
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tion in the sunlight, turning ~om ~ milky white to a dark brown. He describ~d 
finding remains of balloon trali\S wtth reflectors and payloads that had landed m 
the desert: the ruptured and shredded neoprene would "almost look like dark 
gray or black flakes or ashes after exposure to the sun for only a few days. The 

lasticizers and antioxidants in the neoprene would emit a peculiar acrid odor 
~d the balloon material and radar target material would be scattered after 
returning to earth depending on the surface winds." Upon review of the local 
newspaper photographs from General Ramey's press conference in 1947 and 
descriptions in popular books by individuals who supposedly handled the debris 
recovered on the ranch, Professor Moore opined that the material was most likely 
the shredded remains of a multi-neoprene balloon train with multiple radar 
reflectors. The material and a "black box," described by Cavitt, was, in Moore's 
scientific opinion, most probably from Flight 4, a "service flight'' that included a 
cylindrical metal sonobuoy and portions of a weather instrument housed in a box, 
which was unlike typical weather radiosondes which were made of cardboard. 
Additionally, a copy of a professional journal maintained at the time by A.P. 
Crary, provided to the Air Force by his widow, showed that Flight 4 was 
launched on June 4, 1947, but was not recovered by the NYU group. It is very 
probable that this Top Secret project balloon train (Flight 4), made up of unclassi
fied components, came to rest some miles northwest of Roswell, NM, became 
shredded in the surface winds, and was ultimately found by the rancher, Brazel, 
ten days later. Tiris possibility was supported by the observations of Lt Col Cavitt 
(Atchs 17-18), the only living eyewitness to the actual debris field and the 
material found. Lt Col Cavitt described a small area of debris which appeared, "to 
resemble bamboo type square sticks one quarter to one half inch square, that were 
very light, as well as some sort of metallic reflecting material that was also very 
light .... I remember recognizing this material as being consistent with a weather 
balloon." 

Concerning the initial announcement, "RAAF Captures Flying Disc," research 
failed to locate any documented evidence as to why that statement was made. 
However, on July 10, 1947, following the Ramey press conference, the Alamogordo 
News published an article with photographs demonstrating multiple balloons and 
targets at the same location as the NYU group operated from at Alamogordo 
Army Air Field. Professor Moore expressed surprise at seeing this since his was 
the only balloon test group in the area. He stated, "It appears that there was some 
type of umbrella cover story to protect our work with MOGUL." Although the Air 
Force did not find documented evidence that Gen. Ramey was directed to 
espouse a weather balloon in his press conference, he may have done so because 
he was either aware of Project MOGUL and was trying to deflect interest from it, 
or he readily perceived the material to be a weather balloon based on the 
identification from his weather officer, Irving Newton. In either case, the materials 
recovered by the AAF in July, 1947, were not readily recognizable as anything 
special (only the purpose was special), and the recovered debris itself was 
unclassified. Additionally, the press dropped its interest in the matter as quickly 
as they had jumped on it. Hence, there would be no particular reason to further 
document what quickly became a "non-event." 
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The interview with Colonel Trakowski (Atchs ~24) also proved valuable 
information. Trakowski provided specific details on Project MOGUL and described 
how the security for.the program was set up, as he was formerly the Top Secret 
Control Officer for the program. He further related that many of the original 
radar targets that were produced around the end of World Warn were fabricated 
by toy or novelty companies using a purplish~pink tape with flower and heart 
symbols on it. Trakowski also recounted a conversation that he had with his 
friend, and superior military officer in his chain of command, Colonel Marcellus 
Duffy, in July, 1947. Duffy, formerly had Trakowski's position on MOGUL, but had 
subsequently been transferred to Wright Field. He stated: ". . . Colonel Duffy 
called me on the telephone from Wright Field and gave me a story about a fellow 
that had come in from New Mexico, woke him up in the middle of the night or 
some such thing with a handful of debris, and wanted him, Colonel Duffy, to 
identify it. . . . He just said 'it sure looks like some of the stuff you've been 
launching at Alamogordo' and he described it, and I said ~yes, I think it is.' 
Certainly Colonel Duffy knew enough about radar targets, radiosondes, balloon
borne weather devices. He was intimately familiar with all that apparatus." 

Attempts were made to locate Colonel Duffy but it was ascertained that he had 
died. His widow explained that, although he had amassed a large amount of 
personal papers relating to his Air Force activities, she had recently disposed of 
these items. Likewise, it was learned that A.P. Crary was also deceased; however 
his surviving spouse had a number of his papers from his balloon testing days, 
including his professional journal from the period in question. She provided the 
Air Force researchers with this material. It is discussed in more detail within Atch 
32. Overall, it helps fill in gaps of the MOGUL story. 

. During the period the Air Force conducted this research, it was discovered that 
several others had also discovered the possibility that the "Roswell Incident" may 
have been generated by the recovery of a Project MOGUL balloon device. These 
persons included Professor Charles B. Moore, Robert Todd, and coincidentally, 
Karl Pflock, a researcher who is married to a staffer who works for Congressman 
Schiff. Some of these persons provided suggestions as to where documentation 
might be located in various archives, histories and libraries. A review of FOIA 
requests revealed that Robert Todd, particularly, had become aware of Project 
MOGUL several years ago and had doggedly obtained from the Air Force, through 
the FOIA, a large amount of material pertaining to it; long before the AAZD 
researchers independently seized on the same possibility. 

Most interestingly, as this report was being written, Pflock published his own 
report of this matter under the auspices of FUFOR, entitled Roswell in Perspective 
(1994). Pflock concluded from his research that the Brazel Ranch debris originally 
reported as a "flying disc" was probably debris from a MOGUL balloon; however, 
there was a simultaneous incident that occurred not far away, which caused an 
alien craft to crash and which the AAF subsequently recovered three alien bodies 
therefrom. Air Force research did not locate any information to corroborate that 
this incredible coincidence occurred, however. 
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In order to provide a more detailed discussion of the specifics of Project MOGUL 
d how it appeared to be directly responsible for the "Roswell Incident," a 

;nAF 1 AAZD researcher prepared a more detailed discussion on the balloon project 
which is appended to this report as Atch 32. 

Other Research 
In the attempt to develop additional information that could help explain this 
matter, a number of other steps were taken. First, assistance was requested from 
various museums and other archives {Atch 28) to obtain information and/or 
examples of the actual balloons and radar targets used in connection with Project 
MOGUL and to correlate them with the various descriptions of wreckage and 
materials recovered. The blueprints for the "Pilot Balloon Target ML307C/ AP 
Assembly" {generically, the radar target assembly) were located at the Army 
Signal Corps Museum at Fort Monmouth and were obtained. A copy is appended 
as Atch 29. This b~ueprint provides the specification for the foil material, tape, 
wood, eyelets, and string used and the assembly instructions thereto. An actual 
device was also obtained for study with the assistance of Professor Moore. (The 
example actually procured was a 1953-manufactured model ''C" as compared to 
the Model B which was in use in 1947. Professor Moore related the differences 
were minor.) An examination of this device revealed it to be simply made of 
aluminum-colored foil-like material over a stronger paper-like material, attached 
to balsa wood sticks, affixed with tape, glue, and twine. When opened, the device 
appears as depicted in Atch 31 (contemporary photo) and Atch 25 (1947 photo, 
in a "balloon train"). When folded, the device is in a series of triangles, the largest 
being 4 feet by 2 feet 10 inches. The smallest triangle section measures 2 feet by 
2 feet 10 inches. (Compare with descriptions provided by Lt Col Cavitt and 
others, as well as photos of wreckage.) 

Additionally, the researchers obtained from the Archives of the University of 
Texas-Arlington (UTA), a set of original (i.e., first generation) prints of the 
photographs taken at the time by the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, that depicted 
Ramey and Marcel with the wreckage. A close review of these photos (and a set 
of first-generation negatives also subsequently obtained from UTA) revealed 
several interesting observations. First, although in some of the literature cited 
above, Marcel allegedly stated that he had his photo taken with the "real" UFO 
wreckage and then it was subsequently removed and the weather balloon 
wreckage substituted for it, a comparison shows that the same wreckage appeared 
in the photos of Marcel and Ramey. The photos also depicted that this material 
was lying on what appeared to be some sort of wrapping paper (consistent with 
affidavit excerpt of crew chief Porter, above). It was also noted that in the two 
photos of Ramey he had a piece of paper in his hand. In one, it was folded over 
so nothing could be seen. In the second, however, there appears to be text printed 
on the paper. 1n an attempt to read this text to determine if it could shed any 
further light on locating documents relating to this matter, the photo was sent to 
a national-level organization for digitizing and subsequent photo interpretation 
and analysis. This organization was also asked to scrutinize the digitized photos 
for any indication of the flowered tape (or "hieroglyphics," depending on the 
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point of view) that were reputed to be visible to some of the persons who 
observed the wreckage prior to its getting to Fort Worth. 'This organization 
reported on July 20, 1994, that even after digitizing, the photos were of insuffi
cient quality to visualize either of the details sought for analysis. This organiza
tion was able to obtain measurements from the "sticks" visible in the debris after 
it was ascertained by an interview of the original photographer what kind of 
camera he used. The results of this process are provided in Atch 33, along with 
a reference diagram and the photo from which the measurements were made. All 
these measurements are compatible with the wooden materials used in the radar 
target previously described. 

CONCLUSION 

The Air Force research did not locate or develop any information that the 
"Roswell Incident'~ was a UFO event. All available official materials, although 
they do not directly address Roswell per se, indicate that the most likely source 
of the wreckage recovered from the Brazel Ranch was from one of the Project 
MOGUL balloon trains. Although that project was Top Secret at the time, there was 
also no specific indication found to indicate an official preplanned cover story was 
in place to explain an event such as that which ultimately happened. It appears 
that the identification of the wreckage as being part of a weather balloon device, 
as reported in the newspapers at the time, was based on the fact that there was 
no physical difference in the radar targets and the neoprene balloons (other than 
the numbers and configuration) between MOGUL balloons and nonnal weather 
balloons. Additionally, it seems that there was overreaction by Colonel Blanchard 
and Major Marcel in originally reporting that a "flying disc" had been recovered 
when, at that time, nobody knew for sure what that tenn even meant, since it had 
only been in use for a couple of weeks. 

Likewise, there was no indication in official records from the period that there 
was heightened military operational or security activity which should have been 
generated if thls was, in fact, the first recovery of materials and/or persons from 
another world. The postwar US military (or today's for that matter) did not have 
the capability to rapidly identify, recover, coord~te, cover up, and quickly 
minimize public scrutiny of such an event. The claim that they did so without 
leaving even a little bit of a suspicious paper trail for 47 years is incredible. 

It should also be noted here that there was little mentioned in this report about 
the recovery of the so-called "alien bodies." This is for several reasons: First, the 
recovered wreckage was from a Project MOGUL balloon. There were no "alien" 
passengers therein. Secondly, the pro-UFO groups who espouse the alien bodies . 
theories cannot even agree among themselves as to what, how many, and where 
such bodies were supposedly recovered. Additionally, some of these claims have 
been shown to be hoaxes, even by other UFO researchers. Thirdly, when such 
claims are made, they are often attributed to people using pseudonyms or who 
otherwise do not want to be publicly identified, presumably so that some sort of 
retribution cannot be taken against them (notwithstanding that nobody has been 

30 

f . 

1 

t 
~ . 
\ 

} 
• , 
a 
I 
' . . • • . 

j 
t 
i 
' 
t 

. 
• • • , 
~ 

' 
f 
· . 
• • 
I 

f 



I 
I 

shown to have died, disappeared, or otherwise suffered at the hands of the 
ovemment during the last 47 years). Fourth, many of the persoru; making the 

figgest claims of "alien bodies" make their living from the "Roswell Incident." 
While having a commercial interest in something does not automatically make it 
suspect, it does raise interesting questions related to authenticity. Such persons 
should be encouraged to present their evidence (not speculation) directly to the 
government and provide all pertinent details and evidence to support their claims 
if honest fact-finding is what is wanted. Lastly, persons who have come forward 
and provided their names and made claims may have, in good faith but in the 
"fog of time," misinterpr.eted past events. The review of Air Force rec~rds did not 

· locate even one piece of evidence to indicate that the Air Force has had any part 
in an "alien" body recovery operation or continuing cover-up. 

During the course of this effort, the Air Force has kept in dose touch with the 
GAO and responded to their various queries and requests for assistance. This 
report was generated as an official response to the GAO, and to document the 
considerable effort expended by the Air Force on their behalf. It is anticipated that 
that the GAO will request a copy of this report to help formulate the formal 
report of their efforts. It is recommended that this document serve as the final Air 
Force report related to the Roswell matter, for the GAO, or any other inquiries. 

HARD L. VER, COL, USAF 
CTOR, SECURITY AND SPECIAL 
RAM OVERSIGHT 
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