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With the eyes of the world focused on them (despite
considerable secrecy about movemenis), the ships and
pwsembled from home and
abroad, ﬁrew into the pumtrfu[ Falklands Islands Task

the CGovernments dramatic response to the
Argentinian invasion of the Sooth Atlantie islands

the men and women,

Force,

Sailors
in land

battle

AN eleven-strong party of
Movy men were on hand in
the Falkland Islands bo give
1I1|: first warning of

ronching invaders and to
]1:' p the Royal Marines de-
femd Port Stanlay.

Mioir have Bow Peludned 10
Wsedr alvip, HMS Endurance, but
ike sbory of the lasi Brtiak
wiloni o loave the idandh wan
browught 0 MNavy News By the
lesder of the detached party,
Ligut. Richard Hall

He amd hia men had Bogn
lended & lorimaght before the
sitsck 1o put the finishing
touchkes to & monthi-lagg
hydiographee sarvey. [nafcsd
they fpand themasives caughi
up im a batile . .

ARMED

Thelr pesceful work con-
tinued wolil Aprill 1, the eve of
the mvadion, whea the Royal'
commanding officer, Major
Mike MNormen, fold chem thsi
invasion wat imminesl. The
whole of e saval pamy —
excluding LS[SH) Sieve Brook,
who wis 8 & sarvey sie 30
milcs away — hen poincd ihe
Magened mi part of the Alands
EEFFiSO,

Wormed with sub-machine
Eu:n-. thiy meaved ammmnition,
iled sandbags and Belped o
beaildl defensive poslibons. [ieut.
Ball, Liewt. Chrin Todhumier
and FOWTR Andy Vind epest

& Coniinued in pege 1T

10p

Warkips snilisg from the UK
were joimed by those diverted
from chewhere, Some wesich
caffed lasge Royal Marines
grosps; many ships were
crammeee] with the ccguipment of
war, intluding aercealt

A large section of the RFA
fleet was imvolved and — in-
creatingly & the [arce gt usder
way — o whiob: range of coms

& Coniinued in beck pape

ISLAND
RETAKEN

AR HAVY NEWE wai polng 1o

<A FORGE T0 BE
REGKONED WITH

WITHIN a fortnight of disclosure of slimdown
detalls for the Royal Navy, the Service re-
sponded with speed and style to an emergency
call drawing in scores of vessels and thousands

of men for a difficult and potentially dangerous
mission up to 8,000 miles from home.

Mighty Hermes relaxes

Aesl day on board HMS Hermes as she steamed south.

Plcture: PO{Phaot) Len Cobbett

Wives keep in touch

WHERN for the first time In more than
o quarier of o century maval families
walched thelr menfolk &6l away o &
major operation with hazards of
enknown degree, the MNaval Persomal
untl Family Service musiered iis
rescsiroes §6 mord all contingenciet.

Inevicably., the meddenocs of sbips”

depariure from ibe Unlisd Kingdom, need
to divert oiher ships (incheding seeme due 1o
return bome sfter sonockes bn Ehe Gibraliar
wfdil, the Faphd drall of fen [rom il 1
ship, amd recalls from beave, bed (o seme
anlety = and great demand for
[l ormaiion.

amed ik orgmnlsaiien expanded oo naval
poings of contsct for
pbune

Thovsands of qn-:rllrl bave been
with paribular presssre in the
Fral few days of (e efrrgency.
Ll s e riy comeernl
ship llilw—hl ':'::l-ll‘ mroesslty c-l’-

iremely limdied for operstionsl ressoms,
althoogh somes relacsibon came later.

u-uru.m-n.u.u.—:-.ru.-.-q.h
which (heir hosbmnd wis serving.

® Continued 0 page 5
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Twenty-six ships converge on Gibraltar for

Gibraltar Naval Base seon full of warshi mw:wu mﬂHEHr.Hdh-
:mmz';
; Lowestoft (bows towards Aock)

Sea Kings in clean

ALTHOUGH the Mediter-

3 RAF Gibsaltar from Portland plstograph Sovict shipy apserat-

“. Pictures by LA(Phot) Dave Cutler,

P

rancan generally is sald 1o
have an EFI"N‘ polluiion

problem, Cabraltar's imbore
waters are relatively clean
sccording to an serial survey
carried out by B34 Squadeon
B Flght.

In anticipation of Excrche
Springtrain, B Flight detached

on board RFEA Claa, As el
a full flying programme ':;mt
the starl of the exerciae the
Flight compileted &n aenial
“phoriex™ o ldemiil ol lutive
h'F!:-r:u argunsd the .Fg-:-rpj' i

Few waate oallefs were nec-
ofded, =pd ke walers and
shores were relatively cless
when viewed from ike air,

The Flight wai abo ued 1o

g wn the Siraits, asd warked
chosely with the Siaffondshire
Regiment siationed on he
Rack, Thé-regiment, mods
familiay with Puma helioopaers,
carmied oul trooping drills wich
the Flight'i Sea King Mk. 2u at
Lathbary Basracks

Abrcrew dislls were done with
dinghies being launched indo ibe
Meditermancan in the vhadow of

Wren(Phot)
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the Royal Navy's biggest annual exercise

ALL-OUT FORCE
ON SPRINGTRAIN

MANY OF THE ships now in the Falkland Islands Task Force had
been taking part in the Royal Navy's largest annual exercise — Exercise
Springtrain at Gibraltar — when Argentina invaded the Bntish

territories.

When the complete
exercise force assembled
in the Rock's naval base
at the end of March there
was o total of 18 Bntish
ingates and destroyers,
two submannes and sux
Royal Fleet Auxiliary
vessels,

US Navy

Alko involved were wao
American lnp:u LIS Mavy
Lockheed PF-3 Orion
aircraft, Buccancers of
Sitrike Command™s 12
Squadron based a1 RAF
Lossicmouth, and Nimrod
martime reconnaissance and
anb-submanie aafrcrall.

Thirteen BN warships
Weamed mio Cabraltar o
wo  hine-zhead [ormations
on March 24 to stant the
harbsvur training phate of
Springirain. Leading onc ol
ibe E!llfﬂﬂllirﬂ! was HMS
Antrim im which Flag
Cficer First Flotilln, Rear-
Admiral 1. F, Woodward,

Sheffield
jogs to
victory

HMS SHEFFIELD is
claiming the Fleet — and
with il the world — record
for jopging at seal

Members of the ship’s
company carried oui =
Baton Trophy 100x1 mile
relay round the apper deck
while the shi WAL |:l|:: FLE
sage in the Hed Se e
gOsng rale on ih-:nr: u: about
ten hours on o 400 metre
course, w0 the Shelficld time
ol ten hours 47 munaalés wad
a real achsevement.

Each runner had to cover
about ten Inps of the upper
deck o complete a mile.

sweep

the Fock, nnd wet winching was
praciied by day and night.

Hmerver's conerol bdme wi
apgmintad by 1be proscoic of
HMS Awrora’s Waitp heli T
piloted] By Lisut. Mark th,
and the Wasp and B Flight's Sea
Kings exercied together.

B Flight cmbarked in RFA
Fort Amstin for the siart of
Springtrain

Trish Cunison and Wren(Phot) Caroline Williams

flew his Mag. The cxercise
was later attended by the
Commander-in-Chiel Fleet,
Admiral Sir John Field-
house, whose fagihip was
H.M.5. Glamorgan,

The ships underiook a
varicty of high-sens firings in
the Eastern Atlantic and
Weilérn Mediterranean, and
were due back in the Linited
Kingdoem in the first week of
.I"p.prtl when they were
ardered to the Southern
Adlantic,

During the wock-end that
the ships were in Gibroltar
an intensive sporis

CHympiad was held involnng
all the ships’ companics.
HMS Glamorgan won the
Maxi-Ship Cup, HMS Ply-
meouih the Midi competition.
12 Squadron cartied off the
Mini-Ship trophy, and lads
af HMS Rooke won the Top
of the Rock Race.

Firsa ship’s feam o the
top of the Rock was that of
HMS Banleaxe, and the firs
three individuals to finish
were WEM McCartney
(HMS Coventry), WEM
Perez (HMS Anadee) and
MEM Barrowclough (HMS
Anirim).

RIGHT: HMS Brilllant leads HM ships Battleaxe, Evryalus,
Phymouth and Glamorgan Into Gibraltar on the opaning
day of the harbour tralning phase of Exerclse

Springtrain.
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HMS Invincible begins the first
stage of hor long |journey o the
Falxkland Islands. Sallors lne o
filght deck for the cereomonial aend-
alf frofm Portsmouth and small craf
Kerp s$tation as sho passos
Spithaad

Ficduew: FRES Cesscadun Fhosocrspie

day of peace

EVENTS of Aprll add polg to
this picture, taken in the F
izlands in Decomber — thalr summer,
wihen the sun shone and the Unkon
Fiag stlll flow ower the lonellest
Britons In the waorkd.

Tha sallors wers from the lop patrol
ship HMS Endurance, a8 was the
cameraman, LA[Phot) Darby Allen;
the Foyal Marines wers mambers of
Haoval Party 8201, the detachment
which pul up such a gallant fight
:.E:.EI'III the Invaders four months
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CARRIED OUT on an
emotional wave of patriotism
and pride in measure not
previously experienced by
many in the watching crowds,
the Royal Navy's big ships
sailed out of Portsmouth n
early April to create scenes
which remain vivid in the
memory of thousands on the
Portsmouth and Gosport
shores.

Millions who wiewed the spectacle
on their television screens also
passed on their blessings and good-
will to the departing men and ther

ships.,

The carters HMS [owvincible and HMS
Hernies Beaded cat ko Spithesd on a
memoreble Monday momming after a wook-
end of preparation which prodused & magnifi-

cont poiponss in organisation and effort by

large numbars aof Service and civilian

persomnel.
Huge effort

Leaving with the carters as 1 sarted
theeir. Faliclands Islands mmidon was the Royal
Fheei Auniliary tanked Peaileal. MNext day the
anamll abip HMS Fesrlews follpwed, althoagh
mod kn weel fipe weather

The hupe effori to bring togother men.
#OTES, sk -I-TI'I:| smesunilion — the

when uk

EEPIIH.’ for afl eventualbiicn,
trtludl'prl; — vl lwter eefllectied in
moaspey sl back b Postameouth [rom the

i!'-:lr example, frod Capd. Jereimy Black,
communding officer of 1the Dnvincible, the
MEsAAgE Wis:

I haee. been desply impressed by the way
wrifory amrwered ohe call i renirm o boand ar
thart mogicr. T gratefully appeecioied e help
gad wadentinding of the wioes and familien
of the phips sompaay, The co-aperafion
which HMS Iamrdible seorioed in achiroimg
heer paped depariure can oaly be descrided a1

rutianding.

The ship hay saided pery wﬂmuﬁ;rvdw
prepared af the resull of gread #fforts by
Porgemiouih Dockyand. HMS Nebom and
EoAncis otherl thicughou! the coumtry,™

‘Heartfelt thanks’

Frizm the Hommes, her commanding offiocr
{Capt. Leley Middleton) spnaliod:

The cemmdanding &fficer. officers  amd
siip’s company of HMS Hemer would Lk
i pant o the r.'u;.- of Portmourk, the |
Hase and kyard their heamfelr
thamks for rhe m;ﬂ.l.ﬁrr.nr 0 rove e
poosdwil] that sped chem on Wiy
vrpediffoicily,

Hore she comos! .
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. » HMS Hermes, hrmnmuuiplﬂtdﬂﬂhﬂnmmlndsﬂlﬂmllwﬂﬁmhhhm

Portsmouth's historic Round Tower to be cheered by the crowds which packed miles of Southsea sea-front,

They woudd alse ke o thank the fenilics
and friends of tee JRHM:WMJ'
their racowraing and warm mcsRper aad
hrlrgramd

First af thee big ships to alip oot of harhour
a4 thoesands lined and choorod From Bl
usores was the 19500400 Ievingiblc

Mfamy of hot ship's company Uned the [ight
deck amd ibe fervent display of patriodium
could only Bave heartemed them mmemsely
for ike tesk which they feced,

Daocks, jetises, waliy, besches, parki, the
fumous Bound Tower — every vantapes poind
was clamod by Ixmilics, velems salbors and
thousandh of ather l\t]l-'h;.'l‘l-!ﬂ ‘.nd flags
am] dn-iﬂn-lqz ERELLAREE Cheeer &

larvber jump-peds and Sea King heli-
copters slod om JSeck, and Iecding royal
Ravous 16 4 semoreble ofcsilos wii he

peesemoe in e carner of Sub-Licus. Prisce
Andrew, serving e 8 pilot with B30 Sea King
Squadroa,

Conflicting emotions, the sedmess  and
igwitsble apprebensdon, s well s the pride
gnd the parnotism, wene all there. Said onsc
wife: = bope the Falklanden get their nleads
back . . . snd we gel oer men back.”

Mighty Hermes

The samé emotions]l weve of tess  &nd

wde, nod io mention the carmier "anibem'™ —

wd Srewarts “Sasling™ — were stilll musch in
-t'lni]-tl'li:r s the Hermses, aldes, Mpper, bal
winll & ty lighting machise, wen thr .
her lllﬁhﬂuﬁ "Eplihiéd with adrerafr. i

Again the cheers, the flage = wnd the
prayen.,

Pty FUE il FTesGrRne Temon

During 1he previous weck-crd men of the
Hoyul Mavy and Royal Mannes had beem
rrlurnlr:u: ho ik abips, many of them mecalléd
froem Essier leave. Tearful farewells were
made from dockyard gates.

Meanwhile, the INLERE BLTIVILY il rtrhg-
ing tie ships for sea, incloding great effons by
deschoyard  workers, l.'ﬂﬂllnﬂl:fl!l the whips
wers feadicd end huge guannbes of require-
ment. weic laken on board,

Some of the acthvity costisued vimsally
rosnd 1he chock and Basted so the moming of
sailing. when helioopiers were still taking n

Hul;ﬁﬂ.

n came dopariurs Cime fof 8 misskon
e had soaght. Bt ai 65 inapirieg send-off,
i1 could hasdly Bave been bemersd En ts
beamfell messape of pood cheer for the ships”
COEAM L.

L 3 |
Jﬁ. ;-l-; f |
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'limbo-ed’' up

stTorm.

JIUST WEEKS before the assault ships Fearless and Intrepid were called wpon to join
the Falkland Islands Task Force it had been announced that they would be retained
for the [oresceable (ulure instesd of being paid off under carlier plans.

The relention news came o the Fearbess, which with her sisder '|.'||.|" sl han a Dartmouth tr]_imn;
robe, was proving her wversatility

Her Caribbean deployment as Dartmouth Training Ship was followed by & swift, one-day role
change to assault ship m Plymouth belore she jolned other BN and NATO ships in the Arctic Circle
for Excrase Alloy Express

She reiumned o Portsmouih af the end of March wath the
prospect of well-camed leave and mantenance. Then came the
Falklands oriss — and of Apnl 6, sMer hesly preparstiomn., the

Fearless left Portsmouth in ber commando assault shap role to
rendervous with the rest of the foror headang wouith

Siorm clouds are nothing new 0 HMS Fearless. An the
beginning of her Canbbean deployment — which now must teem
light vears sway for the ship's company she ran into three days of
hurricanes force winds and mountsinoes seas, completely urlorocast

Storm warning

Weather reports from the Fearbesa distoveoring the siorm were

received back in the ship as a storm warniag six hours later
But alver arriviag two days late ot Bermueda to embark the then

Flag Oficer Third Flotills (Vice-Admiral John Cox) the weather
reverted to the Coribbean norm, with temperafures in the s
Centigrade
In company with the Fearless were HMS Achilles, the West

Indies guard ship, RFA Tidespring. and RFA Stromness, on what
was then thought to have been her final vovage before disposal to
the LIS Mavy

Giroupa of midshipmen and MEA apprentices trandfered daily
to and from the ships wmsing the Tidespring's Wessex, nscknamed
Caalbweri

From Bermusda, the Frarless salbed for San Juan, Puerto Rboo,
where mbdahipmen euercised in the mountsine with the Yind
Battabion Puerto Rican Army Mational Guard

Glorious beach

Mext port of call was the home of ihe calypso, siecl bands and
carmival — Port of Spain, Trinided, where the gloriows Maraces
beach enjoyed the attention of the ship's company. Thimy-1wo wives
poined their husbands during the cight-day scil-maniainance period,
staying at the Hilton Hotel

A chose lafson was cstablished with the Trinddad and Tobago
Coastguand, many, of whose officers are trained by the Royal MNavy

Aruba, which was wvimited next with Curacas, both i the
Metherlands Antilles, was the scene of a joint RMN-Roval
Metherlands Marine Corps cicrcise Arvbex, in which the Ach
EM detachment, the midshipmen and the band of FOFY all took

ar.
- The Commander-in-Chiel Flect, Admiral 5 John Fleldbouse,

vishied the Danmouth Tradning Squadron in Curscao to sail with the
Fearfess for several days before disembarking in Gilbert to Arubas

Rapid role-change

Ai H.:quu and Si YVinceni in the Windward liles beautilul
beaches, banyana and “jump-ups” were popular, ofien with the
friendly locals pdning .

Adver her rapéd role-change in Flymouth, the Fearless jownnd
Exzercise Alloy Express for a landing a1 Uratangen Fiond, where the
wenther was kind, the scenery breathtaking, and all Fearless's many
maEEl WERE SReicid

The mew I-'I'.“ Oificer Thind Flotilla, Rear-Admiral . R
Reflell, joined Commodore Amphibiowm Warfare, Lommadane ¥
C. Clapp, in Fearless, with visits from one American and three
Morwegian flag offcen

First shore leave for the ship's company since 5t Vinoeni waa
taken ot Hamviad = quite & contrast, irom X Cenbigrade o minas 3
and smowing! But two days hiding in the flords (roem  air
reconnasance also kad & hgher wde, with time to land men for a
smowman-buibding competition, emphasiung still further the differ-
ent worlds they le wasdiesd

SOEREGE BCTOnE
thas AREnEle he
Foariaan rn IRED
thres days of
[TEpikig o= 1§
haarricang Moice
wimdds wnd

ot ardd reoUS
&R Waallar
MEROrTE S0 ol
rorn e ahip
e racslved
back a8 & whorm
W TERg alx
Pim.rE o

hr
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Drafty’s lot:
4,000 and
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rising!

IM THE FIRST fortnight of the Falklands Islands Task Foree operation, 4,000 drafi

orders were ssued by the Mavy's drafting organisation, and the number has continued

10 Tise.

Most of this drafting has been done by telephone, and the response, both from units ansd
the perionnel ivolved, B repoied as “magaificent.”

The dralting Orgenmaon sy
they da nod know of Eny man
who (ailed o roupond 16 1he

“Although shogt warming
i soill nhe crder of the
day — xnd will be for wome time
o come — Dobice lo @ove B
now  generally exie L1
alightly more geocrow Hme-
scules — days rsiker 1has
hoars!™ says Dhvalry,
Trade ships'

Abomt Ml men (mnd wme
women) are rrw in the unismil-
Naows i " misen i Erget

B up from
wrade™. Many others fousd
themackves hack in HN ﬁ

they had jusi left — and a fe
fomnd themsebves lirmly back in

5 Service they weie sbhowt 1o
heave.

“Communicationn Hranch
mafings, ihowe coficeiBed with
helicoples operatiom and cer-
min ey m_rhu:ll raios ave

i ¥ mol
be sored out usil some fimse
afier the in over,”
Far the dralling ctgansation
jgsell, i has been m hedlic
petiod, with bong hour worked.
“Ad lime of spealiing we mre
:Jg |Id.?1.n|; up exiding dradt
rn [or sbowl one rﬁﬁh’::
abead,” said Dwalry. “A kot
drafteng orders currently iaued
mo longer make any semee, but

@fi ke other hand there is not
much seme in cancclEng DA
for womé time ahésd which
gnight a0l b2 posadble.”

An pasurance was given (hat
the aim was 1o keep aa much
mormal drelting going s the
supply of uncommitied man-
power allowed.

Early_warning

Bolk Drafty snd the com-
pater kmows who has been
mavied ot ke operation, Bul be
wadmi thal eves when & refum
b0 aocepbed drafting robes. loods
i A ey

IS
oo ook of permanence.

“Haw do you unscramble

— P O

» Froam page one
mercinl vemels was chartered or

Ehofd b warying i
il, A% dﬁhﬂdﬂm:n
averr [in this way, iscleding

P lankes
Amid a massive show ol
pairictiam, (e carriers Hermes
sed Invincibke sailed out of
Portamouth, 50 did the hasswh
ihip Fearless, and lster i waa
announced that her sisher chip
Lnl:-rrpgll:l I;l1|n'1clL:|' Being ll_t-
sared)  wou joinisg in.
(Only recenily boih had been
reprcved Irom heing  phaded

angd
Cgu.lﬂrd milssile desirovers in:
volved imchaded HM ships Shel-
Olasgaw, Coveniry.
e Ar
=
fow, MAlacrity. Antelope,
Bioadwwodd, L:rllldlm. lrlg,l-
mauth mnd Y ermosaih.
Reparied as invalvesd too was

& nmamber of noclearposered
hurter-killer webmarice.

The RFAs involved with the
Task Force include Forl Auskin,
Appleleal, Tedespring, Pearlead,
Brembeleal, Olmeda, Hesouroe
and Stroenness. fogother with
the HFA logmic landing
Sor Cialabad, Sie G:rl-‘n:h;
Lamcelot, Sir Percival, and Sir
Trndram.

Maval parties joined the
s i

awler,
aofficen

ship, with many Royal
and paratroopers embarked,

while the 17, ten achoaols
cruise ship LU became &
hecripital ship mpsd conver-

tion work st Oibralar dock-

Four trawlers
requisitioned

i
|
| ﬂ§

:
i

i
il

Cunard's AHantic , &
AER-L kg,
Sy MY tor work 0
[ N Bl jamg-
] whish pallad
marilar ik Insincibls
b ek
lIT rchpckd] e
1.890). and Irighman and

PFginaa, e by B

Bustiing scens-of Ssa Harrlers and aircraft controllers on the Hermes flight deck.

il i B

-

A_l_i;hellg ;hows _fh_e_ flag

]

o T

-

MICHELLE SHEPHERD is one of the many giris at homa who aie backing the
Mavy G the hill — and jusd to make sune thst everyong knows it she's wearing
a T-shirt speclally mede for Navy Hows. Michells — promaotions aasisiani
pari-tima modal and former Asdio Victory Personality Gil — jivel nesr
Portamouth whers her lavourlis hobby Is gardening

The Mavy Mews T-ahint was produced and supplled by Meakina Sports and
can be obtained direct from them at 105 London Aocad, Morth End,
Portsmouth, Hants, for £1.585 sach plus 25p postage and packing, Sweat shirts
are £4.95 plus 55p plp.

Shirts can be printed with the slternative alogan: “Falklands Task Foroe"
— and & pumber of thess wikl soon be on thalr way o the Force’s RN ships,
with the complimenis of Navy Mews.

Field gun

‘angel’ dies

Fictars: POIFhat) Lan Cobben

FLE, The Hews Cosive, Hilses, Forsmesss FOT 255



