
 

  

ON THIS DAY IN WEST VIRGINIA HISTORY 

December 16 

The last public hanging in West Virginia occurred on December 16, 

1897, in Ripley. 

 CSO: SS.8.4, SS.8.23, ELA.8.1 

Investigate the Document: (Jackson Herald, December 10, 1997; Jackson County Circuit Court, Case 

file regarding John Morgan, Ar2018) 

1. The last public hanging in West Virginia occurred on December 16, 1897, in Ripley. According to the 

document, what was the crime that John Morgan had been found guilty of?  

 

2. Who does the court state shall carry out Morgan’s execution?  

 

3. Did the lewdness and the celebratory atmosphere surrounding Morgan’s hanging inspire legislation 

that would outlaw public hangings in West Virginia? If so, why?  

 

4. What is a “mattock”?  

 

5. What did Morgan plead at his trial?  

 

6. What was Morgan’s ultimate motive for carrying out his heinous crimes? 

 

Think Critically: Should the public and media be allowed to attend executions? Does the media today 

sensationalize events or paint negative pictures of certain regions? Why do you think the public hanging of 

John Morgan has remained significant? Did the criticism of the festive atmosphere surrounding Morgan’s 

hanging signify an end to frontier justice? 

 



 

 

  



 

  



  



  



 

 

 

  



  



 

 


