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AN INTRODUCTION TO BUSHLEY

Bushley is a small village som e  
2 miles north-west o f  Tewkesbury. 
The local town is at the northern  
lim it o f  Gloucestershire. Though  
Bushley itself is situated in 
Worcestershire, the village 
identifies m ore with  
Gloucestershire and its local town 
o f Tewkesbury. The village is 
bounded by the River Severn to the 
east, Longdon Brook to the North, 
Green Street to the west, and the 
Tewkesbury to Ledbury Road to 
the south. The village covers an 
area in excess o f  1800 acres.

W a terco lo u r  

p a in t in g  o f  

P u ll C o u rt  

v iew ed  f r o m  

th e  West.

In 1914, the p o p u la tion  w as about 
250, spread across the parish, bu t 
w ith  tw o  p o p u la tion  centres. The 
first rou n d  St Peter’s chu rch  in  
Bushley ‘proper’ and the second , 
a cluster o f  h ouses facin g  o n to

Bushley G reen at the top  o f  the hill, 
and som e 100 fo o t  h igher than the 
m ain  section  o f  the village below .
Its inhabitants led  a life based  on  
the land. T he 1911 census show s 
63 d ifferent h ou seh o ld s , o f  
w h ich  20 w ere farm  labourers, 
in clu d in g  cow m en , w aggoners, 
and a shepherd . A d d ition a l 
h ou seh o ld s  in clu d ed  13 farm ing  
fam ilies, 8 retired persons,
4 gardeners, 3 w id o w e d  char 
w om en , o n e  schoolm aster, o n e  vicar, 
on e  squire, o n e  hay and  straw 
m erchant, o n e  blacksm ith , o n e  ex  
M id la n d  Railw ay guard, on e  
assistant engineer, o n e  stationary 
engine driver, o n e  estate carpenter, 
on e  b o r o u g h  co u n c il w orker, on e  
coach m an , o n e  estate bailiff, on e  
gam ekeeper, o n e  lady  o f  
in depen den t m eans, and on e  
w id o w e d  laundress.

T he size o f  each h o u seh o ld  reflected 
either the im p ortan ce  o f  the ow ner 
or the fecu n d ity  o f  the occu p iers. 
Thus, the Squire, the Reverend 
E d m un d  R ichard D ow d esw ell had 
10 residents at his h o m e  Pull C ou rt, 
n ine staff - in clu d in g  a butler, 
a housekeeper, a chauffeur, tw o 
gardeners and a hall b o y  - and 
h im self. A t the parsonage, there 
w ere eight all to ld . T h e  R everend 
R obert Russell C ow an , the vicar, his 
w ife  Catherine, tw o  daughters o f
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sch oo l-a g e , on e  m aidservant, a 
p a geb oy  and tw o  board ers o f  
in d ep en d en t m eans. T h e  largest 
o f  the farm ing  fam ilies was seven 
stron g  at H ill H ou se farm . W illia m  
M org an , his w ife  and  daughter 
A n n ie , so n  D avid , tw o  fa rm  w orkers 
and  tw o  m aidservants. A t P ou n d  
C ottages W illia m  and Elizabeth 
Fowler, a fa rm  la b ou rer /h orsem an  
and his w ife  w ere br in g in g  up  eight 
o f  their o w n  ch ildren  as w ell, as 
their five -yea r-o ld  nephew , James 
N eale. S idney and C atherine Hart, 
w h o  m ov ed  to  Bushley G reen in 
1911 had 11 ch ildren  in all. Charles 
P h ilip  C o le , a stock m an  w ith  at least 
3 ch ildren  o n  the B ushley W ar 
M em oria l, and his w ife  A n n ie  lived 
w ith  10 ch ildren  betw een  the ages 
o f  17 and on e.

T ransport was m ain ly  horse draw n 
- o n ly  the squire and the vicar had 
m o to r  cars. T h e roads w ere crushed 
stone  kept serviceable by  
steam rollers. There w as n o  m ains 
electricity  and n o  gas lighting  in  the 
village. Light after dark was 
p rov id ed  b y  candles. W ater was 
generally draw n fro m  a well.
T h e landscape was m u ch  less op en  
than today. Fields w ere m u ch  
sm aller and d iv id ed  b y  hedgerow s 
w here the English elm  was the 
d om in a n t tree. Each sm all farm  
stead was su rrou nd ed  b y  orchards

T h is  clip p ed  

Yew  Cross on  

B u sh ley  G reen  

(p h o to  taken  

in  2 0 1 5 )  

w as a p r im e  

fe a t u r e  1 0 0  

y ea rs  ago.

fro m  w h ich  every  farm er m ade their 
ow n  cider. T h e co m m u n ity  was 
largely self-su fficient. T ew kesbury ’s 
sh ops p rov id ed  w hat w as n o t 
available in  the village. T h e  village 
sch o o l p rov id ed  ed u ca tion , the 
chu rch  p rov id ed  faith and h op e  
and everyone c lu b b ed  together for  
charity. There w as n o  national 
p en sion  schem e. T h e  d o c to r ’s and 
loca l h osp ital services w ere p rov id ed  
b y  fees fo r  those w h o  co u ld  a fford  
them , and  b y  p u b lic  su bscrip tion  
for  those w h o  co u ld  n ot.

D espite the lack  o f  am enities taken 
for  granted today, the village 
co m m u n ity  appeared tranquil and 
content. For everyone life was 
physically  d em an din g; fo r  the 
farm ers it w as hard w ork , b u t life 
co u ld  b e  very  com fortab le .

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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A t the b o t to m  o f  the pile, the farm  
labourers w h o  m ade up the largest 
part o f  the p o p u la tion  d ep en d ed  
o n  an efficient and ben evolen t 
em p loyer to  keep their ch ildren  
fed  and cloth ed . S om e agricultural 
labourers h ired  for  the season  b y  
their em ployers, n eed ed  to  change 
h ouse, and often  parish and sch o o l 
o n  a frequent basis. Pay was sm all 
and farm  w orkers’ ch ildren  w ere 
en cou ra ged  to  leave sch o o l at 
the earliest op p o rtu n ity  to  add 
to  the fam ily  w age.

It is u nsurprising  that som e 
enlisting in  1914 signed their 
nam e w ith  an X .

R osanna Starling was a w id o w  
liv ing  w ith  her ch ildren  at Freeband 
W ells, B ushley G reen  at the 
ou tbreak  o f  war. O n  A ugust 2nd 
1914 her d iary  entry  w as sim ple. 
‘War com m enced’. She sh ow ed  
a rem arkable prescience. She was 
tw o days ahead o f  those in  p ow er 
in  W hitehall. H er en try  for  A ugust 
3rd read “Boys to Bredon Show.

M r and M rs B in t here.”  O n  the 
4th it was “Haymaking.”  Little d id  
the village suspect w hat the next 4 
years w o u ld  bring.

O ut o f  a total p o p u la tion  o f  250, 
in clu d in g  w om en , ch ildren  and 
the elderly, 46 nam es, nearly  20%  
o f  the total, w o u ld  appear o n  the 
village war m em oria l at the end 
o f  the Great W ar. T h e grieving 
parents, the w ives and sweethearts 
w h o  lost their husbands and b o y  
friends, and the fatherless ch ildren  
are n o t a m on g  that num ber.
T he effect was devastating.

M rs  

R o sa n n a  

S ta rlin g , o f  

F r e e b a n d  

Wells, 

B u sh ley  

G reen .

% O f Bushley’s population 
are listed on the village 
War Memorial.
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THE MEN

O n 3rd September 1914 a band  
o f young Bushley men, m ostly  
farm workers, volunteered in 
Tewkesbury to join  Lord 
Kitchener’s Army. They all 
enlisted in the 9th battalion o f the 
Gloucestershire Regiment. They  
were the first villagers to volunteer, 
in the optimistic belief that this 
would be a war that would soon be 
over. They and the m any others 
who follow ed them were soon to 
realise that it would, instead, be a 
hard, protracted and bloody affair.

T h e B ushley A lm an ac in trod u ction  
fo r  1915 sets the right note.
“It  would be impossible for us in 

this sm all local publication to 

describe, even in the most general 

terms, the object and nature o f  this 

terrible worldwide, devastating war, 

and w hat the effects m ight be, not 

only on our Empire and Nation, but 

also on our Hom es and on our very

P oster  

ca llin g  

fo r  B ritish  

vo lu n teers .

existence in our happy, peaceful 

countryside. A ll we can do is to record 

how thoroughly this has been realised 

by our brave young men, who have so 

nobly offered themselves to fight their 

country’s battles, either in the Navy, 

or the regular Army, or in Lord 

Kitchener’s newly raised millions.”  

T he w ar tim e b iograp h ies listed in 
alphabetical order are those o f  the 
m en  n am ed  o n  the Bushley W ar 
M em oria l. W e regret that the 
records are n o t  as fu ll as m igh t be 
w ished  and that several n am es have 
n o  record ed  war service. These last 
nam es are g rou p ed  together at the 
end  o f  the article. M an y  ind iv idu al 
records w ere destroyed b y  fire, and it 
is v irtually  im p ossib le  to  retrieve 
fro m  m ilitary  records details o f  
those con scrip ted  late in  the war 
w h o  d id  n o t serve abroad  and 
therefore received n o  m edals.

Poster  

ca llin g  fo r  

C a n a d ia n  

v o lu n teers  - 

see  p a g e  2 1 .
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BALL (Thomas) priv ate
N ° 2  C o m p a n y . 1st B n ., G r e n a d ie r  G u a rd s

r i

Tom was born in 1893 and was baptised 
on 26th March 1893. He was the sixth 
son of Christopher and Hester Ball who
lived at Upper Lode and ran their hay 
and straw and coal merchanting 
business from the premises. He had 
five brothers James, Will (see BALL 
William), Harry, Charles and Bert and 
two sisters Mary and Adarena. As a 
young man Tom worked in the family 
business. He married May Wood in 1915 
and had a son Alan.

Tom joined No 2 Company of the 1st 
Battalion the Grenadier Guards on 
20th November 1916; his service no 
was 27935. He died on 13th October 
1917, killed instantaneously in action in 
the First Battle of Passchendaele, aged 
24. His brother William was also killed 
within 3 weeks of Tom’s death 
(see William Ball). His sacrifice is 
recorded on the Memorial at Tyne Cot. 
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory Medal.
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BALL (William) GUNNER
1 0 th  S ieg e  B a ttery  R oyal G a rriso n  A rtillery

Will was the second son of Christopher 
and Hester Ball, of the Upper Lode, 
Tewkesbury. He was born in 1881.
He was at Chaceley School for a short 
period before going on to Bushley, when 
his parents moved to Upper Lode. 
Initially he worked for his father, the 
tenant at Brockeridge Farm, Twyning. 
Then he moved to Western Australia in 
1910, returning after three years in 1913, 
as he found the climate detrimental to 
his health. Subsequently he worked in 
his father’s business as a hay, straw and 
coal merchant.
On 4th April 1916 he joined the Royal 
Garrison Artillery as a gunner and cook, 
his number being 73488. He arrived in 
France on Christmas Day 1916. He 
fought in The Western European 
Theatre and died on 25th September 
1917 atYpres, France.

His commanding officer wrote 
“Gunner Ball, who was in my battery, 
a n d  who was wounded on the 2 5 t h  of last 
m o n th , d ie d  o f  his wounds th e  s a m e  day. 

In  b r in g in g  this sa d  new s to y o u  I  s h o u ld  

like to o ffe r  y o u  m y  m o st s in cere  

sym p ath y . A t th e  t im e  h e  w as w o u n d e d  h e  

was a ssisting th e  b a ttery  as a cook, a n d  

h a d  g o n e  u p  to ra th e r  a n  u n h e a lth y  spot  

f o r  this p u rp o s e . T h e  sa d  th in g  is th a t h e  

p a ss e d  aw ay w h en  n o  o n e  o f  h is  b a tte ry  

was w ith  h im . H e  was a n  ex ce llen t  

g u n n e r ,  a n d  d id  his w o rk  ch eerfu lly  a n d  

well. I  n e v e r  h e a r d  h im  c o m p la in , 

h o w ev er  t r y in g  his  task m ig h t  be . It  s eem s  

a  m o st e x tra o rd in a ry  th in g  that it is 

alw ays th e  b est  m e n  w h o  a r e  h it.”

His name is recorded at Bedford House 
Cemetery, Ypres. He was awarded the 
British War and Victory Medals.
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BLAKE (Albert) private
9 th  B a tta lio n  G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t

Bert was born in 1892 in Badgeworth 
Gloucestershire, the son of George and 
Alice Blake. George is recorded as a 72 
year old farm labourer living at Church 
End Bushley in the 1911 Census. Alice, a 
much younger wife was then 51.
He had a younger brother Charlie 
(see BLAKE Charles). Bert was educated 
at Bushley school from 1900-1904.
Bert was one of the first to volunteer 
for Kitchener’s Army with a band of 
Bushley colleagues on 3rd September 
3rd 1914 in Tewkesbury. He was 5’7'A 
with a fresh complexion, grey eyes and 
black hair. He was enrolled in the 9th 
Battalion of the Gloucesters in October 
1914. (Regt. No. 13142) He was posted 
to France on 20th September 1915.

He remained there until December 
when he joined the Mediterranean 
Expeditionary Force, ending up in 
Salonika in support of the Serbian army 
at war with Bulgaria. In October 1916 
Bert went down with dysentery, which 
required several vigorous sessions of 
treatment. He was invalided home to 
Reading hospital in December 1916, 
where in April 1917 he suffered a severe 
asthmatic attack. Two further attacks 
occurred in june.
Bert was discharged in july 1917 as no 
longer fit for military service “C o n d u c t  

during his  s erv ice  h a s  b e e n  v ery  g o o d .

I s _relia b le  a n d  in telligen t.” He
received a temporary weekly disability 
allowance of 27 shillings and sixpence. 
The following year he married Nellie 
Messenger.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals and the 1915 Star.
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BLAKE (Charlie James) priv ate
9th  B a tta lio n  G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t

Charlie was the second son of a 
farm worker, George Blake and his 
wife Alice. He was born in 1894 at 
Badgeworth in Gloucestershire, and by 
the time of thel911 census was living 
with his parents at Church End Bushley. 
He had an elder brother Bert 
(See BLAKE Albert). He was educated 
at Bushley school from 1900-1904.
He was described in the census as 
a farm labourer.

Charlie was one of the band of Bushley 
men who volunteered for service in 
Kitchener’s army on 3rd September 
1914 at Tewkesbury. He was enrolled as 
a private in the 9th Battalion of the 
Gloucesters in November 2015. (Regt. 
No. 12615)
He served in the UK until September 
1915, when he went to France where 
he remained till December 1915, 
when he was transferred to the 
Mediterranean Expeditionary Force 
until December 1916. He returned to 
serve in the UK until his discharge.
(Returned to UK because of dysentery?)
He was discharged in December 1917, 
and in 1920 he married Ada Messenger 
in Tewkesbury.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals and the 1915 Star.
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BLOXHAM (Cyril Frank)
T h e  R oyal E n g in e e rs

Cyril’s parents were Frank and Annie 
Bloxham. His father was the son of Isaac 
Bloxham of Tilterdown Farm, Bushley. 
Cyril was born in 1895 in Forthampton. 
In the 1901 census Frank was described 
as farmer and game keeper.
By 1911 the family, including, in 
addition to Cyril and his parents, five 
sisters and one brother had moved to 
the Oxhey farm, Bushley. Cyril was 16, 
a farmer’s son working on the farm. 
During the Great War Cyril joined the 
Royal Engineers (No 302144) and later 
transferred to the Royal Field Artillery 
(No 238725).

PRIVATE

He returned home, a young man 
with white hairs, who never spoke of 
his army experiences.
In 1923 Cyril married Vera Hayward in 
Tewkesbury. They had two daughters 
Pamela, born in 1925, and Brenda in 
1928. Cyril farmed first at the Oxhey, 
and later at Grove Farm and Seaford 
Grange, both near Pershore.
During World War II Cyril and his 
younger brother George served in the 
Home Guard securing the bridge at 
Upton on Severn, sometimes on the 
bridge, sometimes in The Swan.

Vera died in 1963 and Cyril in 1967, 
aged 72, following a stroke. They are 
both buried at Tewkesbury Abbey.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals.
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BOTTRELL (Harry) private
2 n d  B n ., T h e  D u k e  o f  C a m b r id g e ’s O w n  (M id d le s e x )  R e g im e n t

The Bottrell family had lived in or 
around Bushley at least since the early 
1800s. Harry was born in the spring of 
1877, was christened on 29th September 
1877 in Longdon, and his confirmation 
took place in the same church on 7th 
May 1890. He attended Bushley School, 
starting in 1885. His parents James and 
Elizabeth lived in Green Street Lodge 
Bushley. He had three siblings Bert, Jim 
and Fanny. As a youth he was employed 
in the Pull Court garden.
He moved to Palmers Green Middlesex 
in approximately 1906 where he found 
work as a jobbing gardener. He married 
Ellen who was 10 years younger and 
had three children Elizabeth, Herbert 
and Thomas.
By autumn 1914 he was a private in the 
2nd battalion of the Duke of 
Cambridge’s Own (Middlesex)
Regiment (Regt. No. 7515) serving at 
first in Malta then arriving in France in 
April 1915.The regiment was to remain 
on the western front for the remainder

of the war. In 1916 the regiment was in 
action in the battle of the Somme, and it 
was probably here that he was killed in 
action on 21st August 1916. The Bushley 
Almanac for 1917 records that “H is  

d ea th  c a m e  to h im  w h ile  in th e  tren ch es , 

w ith o u t w a rn in g , a n d  it w as a bsolu tely  

in sta n ta n eo u s . H is  s u p e r io r  o fficer w rote  

th a t h e  w as a v ery  b ra v e, relia b le  a n d  

e fficien t  soldier, a n d  his d ea th  a g r e a t  loss 

to his b a tta lio n .” His sacrifice is 
remembered at Vermelles British 
Cemetery. Grave Reference III.0.20.
He was posthumously awarded the 
British War and Victory medal and 
the 1915 Star medal.
It is not known how Ellen and their 
children coped but records suggest in 
1922 she married Alfred C Lee in 
Kingston. Harry’s mother Elizabeth and 
brother Jim continued to live in Bushley 
after the war. Elizabeth died in the 
Upton district in 1922 and Jim in 1924 
in Kings Norton.
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COLE (Frederick) private
T h e  G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t

Fred, born in Stoke Orchard near 
Cheltenham on 10th February 1894, 
was the second son of Charles and 
Annie Cole (nee Bennett). Charles was 
a stock man working on various farms 
in the Bushley area, hired annually by 
his employers. The Coles were a large 
family, 1 1  children in all, the youngest, 
Harry, being born in 1909, by which 
time the family was established in 
Bushley. Fred’s older and third brothers 
Dick and Willie and possibly his fifth 
brother Alfred also served in the war 
(See COLE Richard, William and 
Alfred).
Their great niece, Dorothy Parsons, 
recorded that Fred and Dick both fell in 
love and competed for the affection of a 
beautiful girl of Romany stock, Alice 
Kecia Gweenett. Alice chose Fred who 
worked for Mr Loveridge, a farmer at 
Queenhill. They were married in 1914, 
and found a house at Church End 
Bushley. A son, Charles, was born, 
probably in 1915.

Fred enlisted at Tewkesbury in the 
Gloucesters in April 1916, and was 
transferred to the SWB (South Wales 
Borderers) Regt (known to Gloucesters 
men as Silly Welsh Bastards). (Regt no. 
42272). He was in France with his 
regiment by January 1916. He returned 
home on leave in 1917, and a second 
child Dorothy was born in June 1918. 
Fred was destined never to see his 
daughter. From August 1918 the SWB 
were in the thick of the fighting involved 
with the breaking of the Hindenberg 
line. Fred was severely wounded at the 
battle of Villers Outreaux 8th 9th 
October 1918. He was taken to the 
Field Hospital at Tincourt, but died 
on October 14th. He is buried at the 
Tincourt cemetery.
He was posthumously awarded the 
British War and Victory Medals.
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COLE (Richard Philip) RIFLEMAN
T h e  R ifle  B rig a d e

Dick Cole was born at the Folly, 
Deerhurst on 19th August 1892, the 
eldest son of Charles and Annie Cole 
(nee Bennett). Charles was a stock 
man working on various farms in the 
Bushley area, hired by his employers for 
the year. The Coles were a large family,
11 children in all, the youngest Harry 
being born in 1909, by which time the 
family was established in Bushley.
Dick’s second, third and possibly his 
fifth brothers Fred, Willie and Alfred 
also served in the war (See COLE 
Frederick, William and Alfred).
In 1911 he was working as a dairyman 
(milking the cows) for Mr Morgan at 
Hill House farm.
Their great niece, Dorothy Parsons 
recorded that Richard and Fred both fell 
in love and competed for the affection 
of a beautiful girl of Romany stock,
Alice Keecia Gweenett. Such was the 
rivalry that when Alice chose Fred, Dick 
tried to commit suicide.

On recovery he departed, returning to 
tell his mother that he now had a new 
job. He had joined the Regular army, 
and was now a rifleman (no 4559) in the 
3rd battalion of the Rifle brigade.
Dick went to France with the British 
Expeditionary Force in August 1914.
In May 1915 he was wounded, 
hospitalised in London, returning 
home on recuperation leave. Whilst 
there he received an unwelcome visit 
from the military police, who had 
incorrect instructions.
He returned to France and was killed 
in action in the attack on Guillemont 
Station on the Somme. He is buried at 
Serre Road Cemetery no 2.
He was posthumously awarded the 
British War and Victory medals.
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COLE (William) private
1st B a tta lio n  th e  W o rcestersh ire  R e g im e n t

Willie was one of twin brothers born 
to Charles and Annie Cole (nee 
Bennett), then living in Walton Cardiff, 
in December 1897. Charles was a stock 
man working on various farms in the 
Bushley area, hired by his employers for 
the year. The Coles were a large family,
11 children in all, the youngest Harry 
being born in 1909, by which time the 
family was established in Bushley.

Willie’s twin brother John became a 
farm worker and remained on farms 
during the Great War. Elder brothers 
included Dick and Fred (see COLE 
Richard and Frederick)
Willie enlisted in the 1st battalion the 
Worcesters on 10th June 1916. Family 
records tell that he was sent to France 
and was exposed to gas attacks, which 
had a lasting effect. He became a 
prisoner of war in early 1918, following 
which he was sent to work in a coal 
mine in Silesia.
Patricia Parsons a niece wrote “ U ncle  

Bill, as I  k n ew  h im  was a sm a ll g e n t le  

m a n , q u ie t  o f  sp eech  a n d  w ays.”

It is difficult to identify him from 
Worcestershire Regimental records, but 
it is extremely likely that he was awarded 
the British War and Victory medals.
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COWAN (Alan Russell) l ie u t e n a n t
B ritish  Columbia Regiment (Black Watch) 73 Royal H ig h la n d e rs

Alan was born in Upwell, Norfolk on 
5th March 1887, the second son of 
Bushley s parson the Revd. Robert and 
Catherine Russell Cowan. He had 
several siblings noted in the Bushley 
Graves register, including Denys, killed 
in a London air raid in 1941, Philip who 
died in 1975, Barbara who died in 1987 
and Lydia, whose married name was 
Boyd-Carpenter, who died in 1992.
Alan attended Bloxham School and 
also Kings College Taunton. Having 
completed his education he emigrated 
to British Columbia where he ran a fruit 
farm for 9 years. On 24th August 1910 
he married Emily Harris Gostling at 
Kelowna British Columbia. He had 
two children Molly and Reginald. 
Responding to the recruiting 
advertisement ‘The Happy Man today 
is the Man at the Front’ he joined the 
British Columbia Regiment (Black 
Watch) 73 Royal Highlanders.

The Rev. Robert Russell Cowan’s hobby 
was photography and so he recorded 
the picture of his son, shown at the 
head of this notice, taken during a 
few days’ leave, before he departed to 
join his company in France. Whilst 
marching along a road on the afternoon 
of August 19th 1916 Alan was wounded 
by an exploding shell. He died on 20th 
August of wounds to his legs and 
compound fractures to his femur.
He is buried at the grave B6  Plot 9 at 
Lijssentthoek Military Cemetery.
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DAVIS (Birtrand Harold) private
Royal Engineers

Birt Davis, born in Bushley in 1898, 
was the youngest son of Charles and 
Elizabeth Davis. In the 1911 Census 
Charles, who was aged 62, is described 
as an estate labourer and army 
pensioner living at Park Lodge, Bushley. 
He had been married for 22 years and 
out of 7 children, one had died and four 
had left home. Only Birtrand then aged 
14, and his sister Evelyne (11) remained 
at home. Charles Davis (see DAVIS 
Charles) was his elder brother.

Birt was educated at Bushley school 
from 1900-1909. He is described as a 
stable boy in the 1911 Census, 
presumably working at Pull Court.
He was among the first to volunteer, 
joined the Royal Engineers, (Regt no 
25792) and by February 1915 was 
already in France.
On 25th January 1918, in the London 
Gazette, Birt was awarded the Military 
Medal for “acts of gallantry and devotion 
to duty under fire.”
He was also awarded the British War 
and Victory medals and the 1915 Star.
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DAVIS (Charles W) private
3rd Battalion Grenadier Guards

r

Charles W Davis was the eldest son of 
Charles and Elizabeth Davis of Park 
Lodge Bushley. He was educated at 
Bushley School from 1894-1904. In the 
1911 Census his father Charles, who was 
aged 62, is described as an estate 
labourer and army pensioner living at 
Park Lodge Bushley.

He had been married for 22 years 
and out of seven children, one had 
died and four had left home, including 
Charles who had followed his father 
into the army. He is recorded in the 
1911 Census, as being a guardsman in 
barracks in London in the 3rd battalion 
Grenadier Guards. Birt Davis (see 
DAVIS Birtrand Harold) was his 
younger brother.
He took part in fighting in 1914 and is 
recorded as having received a wound in 
the thigh at Ypres in November. After 
this he was invalided out of the army.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals and the 1914 Star.
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DAY (Arthur Edwin) private
3 r d  B a tta lio n  G r e n a d ie r  G u a rd s

Arthur was born in 1871 in Holdfast, 
near Upton. From 1892 to 1903 he had 
been a regular soldier in the Grenadier 
Guards with whom he had served in the 
Boer War. He married Lily Timbrell in 
Tewkesbury in April 1903, and they had 
five children. These, (with their ages in 
1914) were three daughters, Winifred 
(10) Lilian (6 ), and Ada (4). They also 
had two sons, eight year old James, and 
Richard aged three. On his original 
enlistment Arthur was 5’9W and 
weighed 127lbs. He was blue eyed with a 
fresh complexion and dark brown hair.

At the outbreak of war in 1914, he was 
aged 43 and employed on the Pull Court 
Estate as an agricultural labourer, living 
at one of three cottages at The Stalls in 
Pull Court park.
Arthur re-enlisted in his old regiment as 
a guardsman in the 3rd battalion 
Grenadier Guards on 27th January 1915. 
He was posted to France in March 1915. 
Shortly afterwards he was declared too 
old for active service and, for a time, 
became batman to two successive army 
chaplains. He subsequently transferred 
to the l/8th Worcesters in May 1918. He 
was finally discharged in February 1919. 
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals and the 1915 Star.
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FOSTER (George Richard) private
5 th  B a tta lio n  W orcestersh ire  R e g im e n t
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George Foster born in 1900 was one 
of three foster children of another 
George and Annie. His father was a farm 
labourer, living at Moss Green Bushley 
in the 1911 Census. He had two sisters 
Alice and Emily. George junior attended 
Bushley School.
At the outbreak of war in 1914, he was 
employed as a farm labourer/carter 
working for Mr Ellis at Queenhill.
He was called up in May 1918 and 
enrolled as a private (no 52939) in 
the 5th battalion the Worcesters.
In his registration document he 
expressed an interest in joining the 
Royal Flying Corps.

This seems to have been a real case of 
‘p i e  in  th e  sk y ’. He was passed as A2 fit, 
with a height of 5ft 5 " , weighing 1231bs, 
brown hair, fresh, blue eyes, and a chest 
measurement of 36”.
He was sent to France in October 1918, 
where he became ill with influenza 
within a week of landing. He spent three 
months in France and eight in the UK 
during his time with the army. He was 
treated at Rouen and Trouville hospitals 
in France and discharged from Chester 
hospital in England in January 1919 as 
medically fit.
Subsequently he applied for a disability 
payment stating that he had been 
disabled after influenza caused by bad 
weather while on active service. The 
review board gave his application scant 
attention, and his claim was dismissed. 
In 1921 he married Annie Jones.
He was awarded the British War and the 
Victory medal.
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FOWLER (Albert Henry) private
7 th  B a tta lio n  W o rcestersh ire  R e g im e n t  I 6 th  B a tta lio n  G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t

Albert Henry (Harry) Fowler was born 
in Bushley in 1899. He was the second 
son of William and Elizabeth who lived 
at Pound Cottages on the Ledbury to 
Tewkesbury Road, close to the entrance 
to Bushley Park Farm. William worked 
for Richard Guilding of Bushley Park 
Farm. Harry’s elder brother William 
(b.1897), and younger brother John 
(b.1900), together with his uncle Frank 
(b.1887) are also listed on the Bushley 
War Memorial.
It is unclear when Harry enlisted in the 
7th Battalion of the Worcesters. (Regt 
No. 45152), or when or why he was 
transferred to the 6th Battalion of the 
Gloucesters (Regt No.050069).

Details of his life after the Great War 
are unclear. An Albert H. Fowler 
married Nan L. Smith in the Upton on 
Severn area in 1923. Possibly this was 
Nancy Lizzie Smith from Kings Norton 
and a possible son, Denys Fowler, was 
born in King’s Norton in 1924.
The 1924 electoral register lists Harry 
Fowler as living at Pound Cottages.
He was awarded the British War medal 
and the Victory medal.
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FOWLER (Frank) private
9th  B a tta lio n  W orcestersh ire  R e g im e n t

Frank Fowler, born in 1887, was the 
youngest son of Samuel and Ann Fowler 
who lived at Pound cottages on the 
Tewkesbury to Ledbury main road. He 
had a twin sister Kate, and six other 
siblings. His eldest brother William, 
born in 1873, was the fa ther of William 
(b. 1897), Harry (b. 1899) and John (b. 
1900), who were thus Frank’s nephews. 
Frank, William junior, Harry and John 
are the four Fowlers listed on the 
Bushley War Memorial. Frank’s father, 
Samuel, was employed as shepherd by 
Richard Guilding of Bushley Park Farm.
By 1914 Frank was living in Church End 
Bushley, employed as a groom/gardener 
and married to Frances Beatrice (nee 
Burrows) with a four year old son Cecil.
He enlisted in the 9th battalion the 
Worcesters (Regt. no. 30269) and saw 
action against the Turkish army in 
Mesopotamia.

On 25th January 1917 in the Battle of 
Kut al Amara, the 9th Worcesters and 
7th North Staffordshires carried out 
an attack on the Turkish trenches.
A ferocious battle took place and the 
attack was repulsed at great cost to both 
sides. 12 officers and 327 NCOs and 
men of the 9th Worcesters were killed 
or wounded. Frank was amongst those 
killed. However the action had 
demoralised the Turks and the next day 
reinforcements were able to occupy the 
Turkish trenches. Frank is remembered 
on the Al Basrah memorial in Iraq.
A Cecil Fowler born about 1909 died 
in Malvern in 1987.
Frank Fowler was posthumously 
awarded the British War and 
Victory medals.
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FOWLER (William) private
G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t

William Fowler was born in 1897, 
the eldest son of William and Elizabeth 
Fowler who lived at Pound Cottages, 
on the Tewkesbury-Ledbury main road. 
His father was employed by Richard 
Guilding at Bushley Park Farm as a 
farm worker. William junior was one 
of 14 children, six sons and eight 
daughters, including Harry (b.1899) 
and John (b. 1900-01). He was the 
nephew of Frank (see FOWLER Frank) 
He attended Bushley School from 
1900-1910. William junior, Harry John 
and Frank all appear on the Bushley War 
Memorial.

William enlisted in the Gloucesters 
at Tewkesbury on 26th April 1915 aged 
19 (Regt. No. 20489). He was 5 ’4V2", 

weighed 135lbs and had a 37V4" chest. 
In September he went overseas with 
the Mediterranean Expeditionary 
force. On 9th April 1916 he is listed 
as being part of the Mesopotamia 
expeditionary force, which saw 
action against the Turks.
He transferred to the Military Police 
from whom he retired in November 
1919. In December 1919 he was 
transferred to the Z class reserve.
He retired with the rank of lance 
corporal. He was awarded the British 
War and Victory medals, and the 
1915 Star.
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GEORGE (Frank) private
1 4 t h  B a tta lio n  W o rcestersh ire  R e g im e n t
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Frank George was born in 1875, 
the second son of Edmund and Jane 
George. His father was a gardener 
living in Bushley. He had five siblings, 
three brothers, Edmund, Arthur and 
Nathaniel (See separate entry) and 
two sisters, Jane and Mary. He was 
at Bushley School from 1880-86.
On May 7th 1890 he was confirmed 
in Bushley Church.
The 1901 Census shows Frank lodging 
in Parkstone, Nr Poole, Dorset, and 
working for and learning from Charles 
Woods, Nurseryman and Market 
Gardener. His father Edmund had, by 
this time, left market gardening being 
described as general labourer on farm.
By the 1911 Census, Frank was back 
with his parents in Church End working 
as a domestic gardener.

In December 1915, he received a call 
up notice and enlisted with the 14th 
Worcesters (No 92263) Labour Corps 
at the age of 40. He is described as 
5’ 7Vi" with a chest measurement of 
36'/2". At that time he listed his 
occupation as farm labourer. The Severn 
Valley Pioneers, as his imit was called, 
were trained in the business of 
constructing trenches, although they 
were also available to fight in the front 
line if required. After training in 
England from December 1915 to May 
1916, he went to France. For the first 
three months the unit worked on the 
trench systems of the Vimy ridge.
As a member of the Labour Corps he 
was posted to various units including 
the Somerset Light Infantry and the 
Devons. In September 1916 he received 
a severe gunshot wound in the back, 
returning to England to recover.
He then returned to France with the 
Devon Labour Corps from January 
to December 1917, when he again 
returned to England.
He worked in a hospital at Epsom from 
which he was granted leave from 16th 
to 25th January 1918.

He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals.
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GEORGE (Nathaniel William) private
9th  B a tta lio n  G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t
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Nathaniel was born in Bushley on 9th 
October 1878, the youngest son of 
Edmund and Jane (nee Davis) who 
lived in Church End Bushley.
(See George Frank) He was educated 
at Bushley School from 1882-1889.
He worked as a house painter and, 
aged 35, was one of the first to volunteer 
for service. He joined the 9th Battalion 
Gloucesters (Regt. no. 12590).
During initial training he became ill 
with pneumonia and died in 
Cheltenham on 30th November 1914. 
He is buried in the church yard at St 
Peter’s, Bushley. The 1915 Bushley 
Almanac reported “ W e all lik ed  N a th ,  

a n d  a lth o u g h  h e  n e v e r  w en t to th e  F ro n t ,  

h e  m a d e  th e sa crifice  o f  his life  f o r  his  

C o u n t ry  as tru ly  a n d  no bly  as i f  h e  h a d  

d ie d  on  th e  F ie ld  o f  B attle. F ie  is t h e  firs t  

o f  all o u r  b ra v e  rec ru its  to g iv e  his life  fo r  

us. M a y  th e  g o o d  L o rd  a ccep t  his 

s a c ri fic e .. .  a n d  th e  d eep est  sy m p a th y  is 

e x te n d e d  to his a g e d  p a re n t s  a n d  o th er  

m e m b e rs  o f  h is  fa m ily .”

The body was brought from 
Cheltenham on December 3rd, and the 
funeral took place at 2.45pm. This was 
attended by a large number of villagers 
and friends and by 160 members of C 
Company of the 9th Gloucesters under 
the command of Capt. Arthur Reed, of 
Chaceley.
“ T h e  sce n e  a t  th e  gra v esid e , w ith  th e  

so lem n  re a d in g  o f  th e  w o rds o f  co m m itta l, 

was o n e  w h ich  w ill n o t  soon b e  fo rg o tten , 

w ith  so ld iers  s ta n d in g  at a tten tio n  a t  th e  

gra v esid e . T h e  o n ly  s o u n d  w as th e  so lem n  

w ords o f  th e  p rie s t , a n d  a t  th e  close, th e  

s h a rp  o r d e r  to th e  f i r i n g  p a r t y  to p r e p a r e  

fo r  th e  so ld iers ’ fa re w e ll  to a  co m ra d e .  

T h r e e  volleys w e re  fi re d , ea ch  fo llo w ed  b y  

th e  so lem n  t a p p in g  o f  th e  d r u m s ; t h e n  th e  

L a st Post w as s o u n d e d . S o ld iers  a n d  

p e o p le  m o v ed  aw ay in  s ilen ce , as a 

m u ffle d  p e a l  w as r u n  b y  th e  B ell R in gers  

as a t rib u te  to h im  w h o  h a d  b e e n  o n e  o f  

th e ir  n u m b e r  in  t h e  m o re  p e a c e fu l  w alks  

o f  C h u rc h  serv ices .”
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GRIFFIN (John Oliver) private
9 th  B a tta lio n  G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t

r

Oliver was born in Martin Trussell near 
Market Harborough in 1890. His father 
moved to Pull Court as chauffeur to The 
Revd. Canon E.R. Dowdeswell. Oliver 
attended Bushley school from 1894- 
1903. Following his father’s unexpected 
demise, Oliver succeeded him as 
chauffeur. Initially the family lived in the 
Garden House at Pull Court, before 
moving to Worcester Lodge, Queenhill. 
He was one of the first batch of Bushley 
volunteers in 1914, and joined the 
9th Gloucesters (Regt. no. 12617).
He was swiftly promoted to lance 
corporal, but then suffered from a 
strangulated hernia. He was admitted 
to the Red Cross hospital in 
Cheltenham, but unfortunately died 
on 28th of January 1915.
The Bushley Almanac recorded “H e  w as  

o n e  o f  th e  b ra v e  b a n d  o f  local m e n  w h o  at  

th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  th e  w a r  a t  th e  call 

o f  th e ir  c o u n try  jo in e d  K it c h e n e r ’s A rm y  

as a  p r iv a te  in  th e  9th  G lo ucesters.

H e  u n d e rw e n t  th e  h a rd sh ip s  a n d  

p riv a tio n s  e x p e r ie n c e d  by recru its  in  th e  

ea rly  days o f  th e  W a r w ith o u t a m u rm u r .  

H e  c a m e  to C h e lt e n h a m  fr o m  S a lisb u ry  

p la in  w ith  his  b a tta lio n  a n d  was p r e s e n t  

a t  th e  f u n e r a l  o f  his c o m r a d e  N a th a n ie l  

G eo rg e  a t  B u sh ley  o n  3 r d  D e c em b e r .

H e  w as b u r ie d  w ith  m ilita ry  h o n o u rs  in  

Q u e e n h ill  C h u rc h y a rd  on  F e b ru a r y  3 rd .  

O liv er  G riffin  a cted  as c h a u ffe u r  to R ev d . 

C a n o n  E .R . D o w d esw ell a fte r  th e  d e a th  o f  

his fa th e r , M r  S te p h e n  G riffin , in  1 9 1 0 ,  

a n d  p o ssessed  th e  e n t ire  c o n fid e n c e  a n d  

esteem  o f  his em p lo y er.

H e  was a y o u n g  m a n  o f  irrep ro a ch a b le  

c h a ra c te r  a n d  his  d e a th  c a u sed  

w id esp rea d  r eg re t  a m o n g s t  th o se w h o  

k n ew  h im  a n d  lo v ed  h im .”
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HAMBLING (David William) private
2nd Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment

David is listed in the 1911 census as 
being an agricultural labourer living 
in Church End, Bushley. He had married 
Ethel (n<§e Lawrence) in 1905, and they 
had three small children, Fred, Kathleen 
and John. David was born in 
Withington, near Cheltenham, and Ethel 
was a local girl, from nearby Prescott.

He volunteered in November 1914, 
at the age of 38 and served throughout 
the war. Initially he was in the second 
Gloucesters (Regt. no.16281). He was 
probably wounded as he is listed as 
being in the Red Cross Hospital at 
Tewkesbury in 1916. He later transferred 
to the Labour Corps. (Regt. no.246097). 
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals and the 1915 Star.
In retirement he lived at 65 Georges 
Drive, Cheltenham, where he died in 
1939. His funeral took place at 
Cheltenham Cemetery. His coffin was 
draped with a Union Jack.
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HART (Sidney John) PRIVATE
10th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment

Sidney Hart was born in Castlemorton 
where the Hart family had roots going 
back to the mid 18th Century. After 
leaving school Sidney became a jobbing 
farm labourer. On October 18th 1896, 
aged 21, he married Catherine Pugh at 
Castlemorton Parish Church. Sidney 
signed the marriage certificate with an 
X which says something about his 
schooling. His eldest son William was 
born shortly afterwards, followed by six 
further children born at varying 
addresses before moving to Bushley in 
about 1910. Two further sons were born 
prior to the Great War.
Sidney and his eldest son William (See 
HART William) volunteered for service 
in the 10th Battalion of the 
Gloucestershire Regiment in December 
1914. After training on Salisbury Plain 
from April 1915 they embarked for 
France on 9th August 1915, just in time 
for the Battle of Loos, where William 
was killed in action.

In 1916 Sidney was probably in 
action with the 10th Battalion in the 
Battles of the Somme (10th Battalion 
in 1st Division) but on 20th October 
1916 he was discharged from the army 
due to sickness.
Like so many of those who returned, 
it took time to restore Sidney to full 
health. The October 1918 birth 
certificate of his son William, named 
after his brother killed at Loos, describes 
him as ‘e x -p riv a te ’. A year later in 
September 1919, the marriage certificate 
of another son, Horace, lists Sidney’s 
occupation as ‘D is c h a rg e d  S o ld ie r ’. 

However by 1920 and the birth of the 
11th and final child Hilda, life may have 
returned to as near normal as possible.
Many of their children settled around 
Bushley providing a village blacksmith, 
a garage/petrol station owner and a 
shop keeper. By the time of the 1932 sale 
of the Pull Court Estate, the family had 
moved to Church End, where Sidney 
was described as a Small Holder. 
Catherine died in 1938 and Sidney 
in 1940.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals, and the 1915 Star.
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HART (William Sidney Charles) PRIVATE
10th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment

William was born at Druggers End, 
Castlemorton in 1886, the eldest son 
of Sidney (See HART Sidney) and 
Catherine. His father was described as 
a waggoner and took seasonal jobs on 
various farms in the district, altering his 
place of residence with his job. About 
1910 the family arrived in Bushley, and 
lived on the Green.
Shortly after the outbreak of war, 
William and his father both volunteered 
to enlist in the 10th Battalion of the 
Gloucesters. They joined up in 
December 1914 in Cheltenham where 
they were initially billeted. In April 1915 
they undertook training on Salisbury 
Plain, and on 9th August 1915 they 
embarked for France.

On arrival in France the 10th Battalion 
joined the 1st Battalion, and together 
they prepared for the Battle of Loos.
It was in the early morning of the 25th 
September 1915, the first day of the 
offensive, that William was killed in 
action, near to Hulluch. He was one of 
459 men, around 65% of the battalion’s 
total strength lost on that horrific day. 
Poison gas, used for the first time by the 
British army had drifted back into their 
own trenches. Enemy wire had not been 
cut. They were fully exposed to German 
machine guns. But still they advanced.
He is remembered on the Pas de Paris 
Loos Memorial - Stone 62b. Grave No 
MR0019.
He was posthumously awarded the 
British War and Victory medals, and 
the 1915 Star.
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JONES (Alfred Leonard) private
2nd Battalion Devonshire Regiment
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L  A

Len Jones was born in 1899, the second 
son of George and Ellen (nee Nicholls) 
of Church End Bushley. His brothers 
were Cecil (See JONES Cecil G) born in 
1897 and Percy in 1902. In 1911 he was 
living in Church Street, Bushley, and is 
described as a stationary engine driver, 
almost certainly at Healing’s flour mill. 
He was drafted to the 2nd Battalion of 
the Devons, qualifying for overseas 
service in late 1917. The winter of 
1917-1918 was relatively quiet but the 
Division came under attack during the 
second phase of the Battles on the 
Somme. In May 1918 the battalion 
found itself, in theory, at rest in a quiet 
sector but on 27 May at 1.00a.m., it 
was subjected to a murderous artillery 
attack. At 3.40 a.m. German storm 
troopers mounted a ferocious attack.

Len must have taken part in a 
spectacularly brave but ultimately 
useless last stand for the bridge over 
the River Aisne at Pontavert. As a 
result of this action, the Battalion was 
awarded the Croix de Guerre and the 
epithet, ‘Glorious Devons’.
Len Jones was not reported missing 
until 29th June -  and his body was 
never recovered. His name is, therefore, 
commemorated among the 4,000 on 
the Soissons Memorial.
He was posthumously awarded the 
British War and Victor)' medals.
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JONES (Cecil G) PRIVATE
2 n d / 1st W est S o m e rs e t  Y eo m a n ry

r i

Cecil, born in 1898, was the oldest son 
of George and Ellen Jones. His father 
was described in the 1901 census as a 
.miller’s engine driver. At that date he 
lived in Tewkesbury, and the probability 
is that he worked at Healing’s flour mill. 
By 1911 he had moved to Church Street, 
Bushley, and is described as a stationary 
engine driver; but there is no reason to 
suppose his job had changed. He had 
two brothers Len (See JONES Alfred 
Leonard) and Percy. Cecil was educated 
at Bushley School from 1909-1911.

He had left home before war broke out 
in 1914, was resident in Somerset and 
had joined the 2nd/lst West Somerset 
Yeomanry on 20th December 1913, at 
Taunton (Regt No 49594). He was 5’9" 
with a 36” chest and well developed, 
with an apparent age of 17. He remained 
on home duty till September 1915, 
when he was sent to France.
In July 1916 he was appointed 
to the Machine Gun Corps, 2nd 
Dismounted Brigade.
On February 7th 1919, Signaller Jones 
certified ‘on  th e  f i e l d ’ that he had no 
disability claim. He was discharged 
aged 21.
In 1920 he had returned to Taunton 
where he married Bertha Young.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals, and the 1915 Star.
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LANE (Tom) private
9th  B atta lio n  G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t

r 'i

Tom Lane was born in 1891, the son 
of Charles, an agricultural labourer, 
and Annie Lane who lived at Upper 
Green Longdon. He had 11 siblings.
He attended Bushley School from 
1896-1904. In the 1911 Census he was 
living in the Bothy at Pull Court in 
Bushley. He was then 20 years old, 
working as a domestic gardener for 
Squire Dowdeswell.
Tom was among the first band of 
Bushley men to volunteer. He enlisted 
into the 9th Battalion of the Gloucesters. 
He was called up on 21st September 
1914 reporting to Horfield Barracks 
near Bristol. On September 30th the 
contingent moved to Codford in 
Wiltshire on Salisbury Plain. This camp 
was so cold and damp that they moved 
to Cheltenham.

Tom was posted to France with the 
9th battalion arriving in France on 20th 
September 1915. They were not to 
remain there long. In October the 9th 
battalion moved by train to Marseilles 
and thence by sea to Salonika arriving 
in November 1915. They were there to 
strengthen Serbian resistance against the 
Bulgarian forces and engaged in various 
actions including the battle of 
Horseshoe Hill (1916). In 1917 the 
battalion was in action in the battles of 
Doiran (1917). The battalion returned 
to France in July 1918.
After the war Tom returned to live 
in the Rampings on the western edge 
of Bushley and is described on his 
marriage certificate in 1922 as a 
gardener. He was wed in Queenhill 
church to Phoebe Edwards, who at 37 
was 4 years his senior. She was employed 
as a domestic servant at Pull Court.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals and the 1915 Star.
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MASLIN (David) private
W o rcestersh ire  R e g im e n t

r ^

David Maslin was born in Upton on 
Severn in 1881. He was employed as an 
agricultural labourer. When he enlisted 
in 1915 he was living at Moss Green, 
Bushley with his wife Mary and five 
small children, George, Robert, Phyllis, 
Marjorie and Philip.
His medical report dated 22nd April 
1915 at Tewkesbury showed him to be 
5’2 W ,  weigh 132 lbs and have a chest 
measurement of 36". He was enlisted in 
the Worcesters (Regt. no. 22320). His 
attestation on joining revealed previous 
military service with the 2nd Volunteer 
Battalion of the Worcesters.

He was registered at Norton Barracks 
Worcester on 4th May 1915. However 
he was very soon categorised as “B ec a m e  

n o n  effectiv e  b y  n o t b e in g  likely to b e co m e  

an  effectiv e  so ld ier,” This was written and 
signed on 18th May by the commanding 
officer Colonel Edwards. The cause of 
his rejection was said to be a hammer 
toe. The following day he was re enlisted 
in the Labour Corps.
In two reports in September and 
November 1917, The Tewkesbury 
Register reported Private D. Maslin 
of the Gloucesters and coming from 
Bushley as wounded. It is probable that 
this was the same David Maslin as 
above, and that the newspaper report of 
him as a Gloucesters man was an error. 
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals.
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MATTY (Frederick) private
1st B a tta lio n  o f  th e  W orcesters

L. A

Fred was born around 1876, in 
Tewkesbury. He married Edith (nee 
Lambert), a Castlemorton girl. They 
were living at Hole Ground Cottage, 
Hollybush, Castlemorton when their 
first child Alf (See MATTY Alfred) 
was born in July 1900. Three younger 
sisters, Dora, Lilian and Ethel followed. 
In the 1911 Census Fred is described 
as a cowman working on a farm, and 
resident at Church End Bushley.

He enlisted in the 1st Battalion of the 
Worcesters on 4th December 1914 (Regt 
No 20241). Possibly he was wounded 
as he later transferred to the 2 nd/8th 
Worcesters (Regt No 242464). A further 
document lists Pte F Matty as Regt No. 
31236. He was discharged from the 
army on 1st December 1918 on grounds 
of sickness, as being no longer physically 
fit for war service, and awarded a Silver 
War Badge.

At the Pull Court sale 1932 Mr F. Matty 
is associated with lot no 44 a double 
fronted cottage. Lilian his daughter 
never married. She died in 1986 aged 
78 and is buried in Bushley.
He was awarded the Victory and British 
War medals.
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MORGAN (Daniel Phillips) second lieutenant
2nd Battalion Worcestershire Regiment
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Daniel was the eldest son of William and 
Anne Morgan who farmed at Hill 
House, overlooking and including the 
Pull Court park. He had two elder sisters 
Annie and Lizzie and a younger brother 
David. (See MORGAN David Phillips) 
He was born in 1881 in Llandilo; 
subsequently his parents moved to 
Bushley. He was educated at the Crypt 
School, Gloucester. Prior to joining up, 
he worked for The National Bank of 
Africa in Cape Town. He was also the 
financial correspondent for the Standard 
and several other journals.

He returned to England early in 1916 
joining the Artists Rifles. He was 
commissioned into the 5th Worcesters 
on December 19th 1916 as a Second 
Lieutenant. He disembarked at Le Havre 
on 27th January 1917, joining the 
battalion on 14th February. He was 
killed near Gheluveldt in the Battle of 
the Menin Road on 26th September 
1917. That day the 2nd Worcesters lost 
36 killed, 145 wounded and 29 missing. 
He is commemorated with his Worcester 
regimental colleagues on the Tyne Cot 
memorial in Flanders.
Daniel was posthumously awarded the 
British War and Victory medals.
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MORGAN (David Phillips) second lieutenant
Royal Field Artillery
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L A
David was the younger son of William 
and Anne Morgan who farmed at Hill 
House, overlooking and including the 
Pull Court park. He had two elder sisters 
Annie and Lizzie and an elder brother 
Daniel. (See MORGAN Daniel Phillips) 
He was born in 1883 in Llandilo; 
subsequently his parents moved to 
Bushley. He was briefly educated at 
Bushley school in 1899. At the outbreak 
of war he was assisting his father on 
the farm.
On September 3rd 1914 he was one 
of the initial bunch of volunteers who 
enlisted at Tewkesbury.
He soon became a lance corporal in 
the 5th Gloucester Territorials. He was 
called up on 21st September to barracks 
in Bristol and thence to Codford 
on Salisbury Plain. This camp was 
extremely cold and damp, precipitating 
a return to healthier quarters in 
Cheltenham. In February 1916 he was 
gazetted as a second lieutenant in the 
Royal Field Artillery, 1st South Midlands 
(Glos ) Brigade.

On 4th June 1917 the London Gazette 
reported that he had been awarded 
the Military Cross for gallantry during 
active operations against the enemy. In 
1918 he was apparently an acting major. 
On 23rd June 1918 he married Miss 
Effie Nicholson, eldest daughter of 
Mr and Mrs ED Nicholson, Park Issa, 
Oswestry at Holy Trinity Church 
Oswestry. The bridegroom was on 
special leave from Italy, had twice been 
mentioned in despatches and fought 
on both the French and Italian fronts. 
The best man was Captain Donald 
Nicholson M.C., the bride’s brother.
The bridesmaid was her sister Isabel. 
Both sisters had nursed at the nearby 
Pentrepant Hospital, whose patients 
formed a guard of honour.
After the war, he took over the Hill 
House farm from his father and became 
a noted cider producer.
In addition to the M.C., he was also 
awarded the British War and Victory 
medals and the 1915 Star.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



THE MEN : THE  B U S H L E Y  WAR M E M O R I A L  B I O G R A P H I E S

<XX)<XXXXXX><X><XXX>0<>0<><XXXXXX><X><>(XXX><X><XX><X><XKXXXXX><X><XX><XXX><XXXX><X><X>00<X>00<X><>

NASH (William Henry) corporal
4 th  O x fo rd sh ire  a n d  B u c k in g h a m s h ire  L ig h t  In fa n try

r i

William, born in 1887, was the only 
son of the Bushley Schoolmaster, Alfred 
Nash and his wife Mary Ann. The Nashs 
had taken up the post of schoolmaster 
and school mistress in Bushley in 1879. 
William had a sister Beatrice who 
married Percy Gillman in 1915. Both 
parents and daughter were accredited 
teachers. William was educated at 
Bushley school from 1891-1897.
He followed the family calling and 
became a school teacher. On 31st July 
1913 he married Winifred Jessie Morris 
of Barbourne, Worcester.

At the outbreak of war he was a primary 
school teacher in Camberwell, London. 
He volunteered for service in September 
1914 with the Culham Schoolmasters’ 
Corps and first saw action in France in 
May 1916, by this time with the 4th 
Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry. On 28th June he received a 
severe leg wound at Laventie. After 
treatment at St. Omer Hospital, he was 
invalided home to Brighton to 
Kitchener’s Hospital. He was discharged 
from the army hi May 1917. He finished 
his service with the rank of corporal.
He was awarded the Military Medal 
in addition to the British War and 
Victory medals.
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NEALE (Frederick William) private
G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e

r i

Fred was born in 1884. His parents 
were John and Emma Neale. In the 
1901 census, he appears as a 16 year 
old stockman working at Doublegates 
Farm, Bushley,

He married Beatrice Stinchcombe of 
Barton Regis, Glos in 1908.

He enlisted in the Gloucesters in 1915 
(Regt. no. 20438). He reached France on 
27th October 1915. He was wounded at 
the Battle of the Somme. After recovery 
he rejoined the 2nd Gloucesters in 
Macedonia, where he ended the war.
He died in Cheltenham in 1953 aged 69, 
and is buried in Bushley with his wife 
Beatrice who died in 1958.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals and the 1915 Star.
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NICHOLLS (Arthur) private
R oya l W a rw ick sh ire  R e g im e n t

L A
The 1911 Census shows that Arthur was 
the son of Eliza Nicholls, a 70 year old 
widowed laundress living at Bushley 
Green. Arthur, aged 31, and his wife 
Florence, 29, another laundress, lived at 
the same address. He is described as a 
general labourer, and his birthplace is 
stated as Bushley. He was employed by 
M. G. Berens Dowdeswell at Pull Court 
His medical report dated 4th December 
1915, his date of enlistment, stated that 
he was aged 36, 5’10" high, weighing 
178 lbs, with a 41" chest. He had a scar 
on the right hand side of his face arising 
from a past accident, and he was slightly 
deaf. However, he was passed fit for 
service in the field at home or abroad. 
He joined the Royal Warwickshire 
Regiment (No 86178) on 6th June 1916. 
His service record shows that he 
embarked at Southampton on 7th 
October 1916, arriving at Rouen in 
Normandy the following day.

Shortly after, he complained of deafness 
in the left ear and of rheumatism, both 
occurring in November 1916 as a result 
of military service. During that time he 
was treated in the military hospital at 
Etaples, the Prisoner of War Camp at 
Froissey and No 38 Casualty Clearing 
Station at Bray. He was transferred to 
Prisoner of War Guard duties at the 
POW camp at La NeuviUe in December, 
where he remained till reporting sick in 
July 1917. He went on leave in England 
for a fortnight in December 1917 before 
returning to France. In April 1918 he 
transferred to England with his Prisoner 
of War Company to various English 
postings ending in the Isle of Man in 
February 1919. He was transferred to 
Z Reserve in March 1919.
His claim for a disability allowance was 
rejected by the doctor, Captain Robert 
Marshall, who examined Arthur in 
Douglas, Isle of Man. He recorded that 
Nicholls stated that he had always been 
deaf, but that it had got worse. He had 
been free of rheumatism for 6 months 
and there were no current signs of it.
His home health was looked after by the 
Gloucester Conservative Benefit Society, 
Tewkesbury branch.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals.
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NICHOLLS (Charles) private
T h e  L a b o u r  C o rp s
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Charles was shown in the 1911 Census 
as living hi Church Street, Bushley with 
his 66 year old mother Eliza, a 
charwoman. He is described as being 
aged 26, working as a domestic gardener 
in Longdon. Bushley Almanac states that 
an Eliza Nicholls died in February 1915 
aged 72.
On June 24th 1914 he was married in 
Hanley Castle to Ada Emma Brown.
On November 21st 1915 their son, 
Charles George, was baptised at Bushley. 
In March 1919 a second baby son died 
aged two days.

He enlisted in the 648 Agricultural 
Company of the Labour Corps as Pte. 
Charles Nicholls with regimental no. 
245625. The Agricultural Companies of 
the Labour Corps were made up of men 
who were unfit by reason of age or 
physique for front line service.
They were often required to work on 
farms in England, paid by the Labour 
Corps, and charged out at a subsidised 
rate to the farmer. Food supply was of 
prime importance not only for the UK 
public but also for the army. After 
munitions animal feedstuffs was the 
second largest requirement of the army 
in France.
Charles died locally in 1927 and Ada 
died in Bromsgrove in 1937. Their son 
Charles George died in Derby in 1998. 
Possibly he moved away from Bushley 
with his mother.
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PHILPOT (John Thomas) private
9th  B atta lio n  G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t
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Tom was born in 1892 in Candle 
Green, Brimpsfield, Gloucester.
He was educated at Bushley School
from 1900 - 1905 . In the 1911  census his 
widowed mother Rose (50) lived in 
Bushley Green with her stepson Richard 
(32), a labourer, her daughter Lucy, a 
domestic servant (21), (who was to 
marry Arthur Walker (see WALKER 
Arthur) after the war), her son John 
Thomas (Tom) (19), a house painter 
and her youngest daughter Ellen (11) 
at school.
Tom was among the first batch of 
volunteers from Bushley to join up, 
enlisting in Tewkesbury on 3rd 
September 1914 as Private (Regt. no. 
12646) in the 9th battalion of the 
Gloucesters. He was called up on 21st 
September reporting to Horfield 
Barracks near Bristol. On 30th 
September, the contingent moved to 
Codford in Wiltshire on Salisbury Plain. 
This camp was so cold and damp that 
they moved to Cheltenham.

Tom arrived in France on 20th 
September 1915. In October the 9th 
battalion moved by train to Marseilles 
and thence by sea to Salonika arriving 
in November 1915. They were there to 
strengthen Serbian resistance against 
the Bulgarian forces and engaged in 
various actions including the battle of 
Horseshoe Hill (1916). In 1917, the 
battalion was in action in the battles 
of Doiran (1917).

Tom was mortally wounded on 5th 
October 1916 whilst on active duty by 
a shell which burst over him as he lay 
in his shelter. It was the same shell that 
wounded Harry Starling. He died of the 
wounds on his way to the field hospital. 
His captain wrote that “he died doing his 
duty as a good soldier that he always 
was ever willing and pleased to do 
anything he was told or asked to do.”
He is buried in the Karasouli Military 
Cemetery. He was posthumously 
awarded the British War and Victory 
medals and the 1915 Star.
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SAGE (Sidney Eustace) private
9 th  B a tta lio n  G lo u cestersh ire  R e g im e n t

Sidney was the youngest son of Mr 
and Mrs S. Sage of Wood Street, Bushley. 
He was baptised in Bushley Church on 
30th November 1884. He attended 
Bushley School from 1888-1897. On 
leaving school he worked firstly as a 
carpenter at Pull Couil and then for a 
local Tewkesbury firm, Collins and 
Godfrey.

A newspaper cutting records the fact 
that he was summonsed on information 
provided by a PC Broad on the night of 
5th May 1907 for riding a bicycle 
without lights. He was ordered to pay 4s 
6d towards the costs. He was married to 
Edith and they had a son and two 
daughters. At the time of his death his 
family was living in Longdon.
Sidney was among the first batch of 
volunteers from Bushley to join up, 
enlisting in Tewkesbury on 3rd 
September 1914 as Private no 13805 in 
the 9th battalion the Gloucesters.

He was called up on 21st September 
reporting to Horfield Barracks near 
Bristol. On 30th September the 
contingent moved to Codford in 
Wiltshire on Salisbury Plain. This camp 
was so cold and damp that they moved 
to Cheltenham.
He arrived in France on 19th July 1915. 
He was wounded in action in October 
and transferred to Manchester hospital 
to recover.
He returned to the 9th Gloucesters, 
and was wounded again in 1916.
On recovery he was transferred to 
the King’s Royal Rifle Corps (Regt. 
no.37230); yet again he returned to 
France and was killed in action on 26th 
September 1917. His name is recorded 
with honour on the Tyne Cot Memorial. 
He was posthumously awarded the 
British War and Victory medals and 
the 1915 Star.

< xoooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



T H E  MEN : THE  B U S HL E Y  WAR M E M O R I A L  B I O G R A P H I E S

<xx>o<><x>o<><><x><x><x><><><><><><x>o<><x><x><>x><x><><><x>o<>o<x>̂ ^

SMITH (Ernest) private
9th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment
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Ernest, born in 1895, was the only son 
of Herbert and Min da Smith. His father 
was the head keeper for the Pull Court 
Estate. They lived in the lodge on the 
junction of Green Street and the 
Tewkesbury-Ledbury main road. In the 
1911 Census, Ernest, who had followed 
his father’s calling, was listed as a 
gamekeeper living with his parents.

The Bushley Almanac Roll of Honour 
1916, lists Richard Smith of Green Street 
Lodge as having joined up with the 9th 
Gloucesters. It is possible that Ernest 
was called Richard on a day to day basis. 
There seems only to have been one son 
from the 1901 Census.
No military record has been found.
In 1920 an Ernest Smith married Ethel 
Collins in Tewkesbury.
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STARLING (Harry) PRIVATE
9th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment

r .  ^

Harry was the youngest of three sons 
of Rosanna Starling, a farmer and 
widow living at Freehand Wells near 
Bushley Green. His two brothers were 
James and Charles, and there was also 
a younger sister, Louisa. He attended 
Bushley School from 1888-1897.
Harry was among the first batch of 
volunteers from Bushley to join up, 
enlisting in Tewkesbury on 3rd 
September 1914 as Private (Regt. no. 
12646) in the 9th battalion the 
Gloucesters. He was called up on 21st 
September reporting to Horfield 
Barracks near Bristol. On 30th 
September the contingent moved to 
Codford in Wiltshire on Salisbury Plain. 
This camp was so cold and damp that 
they moved to Cheltenham.
He landed in France on 21st September 
1915. In October the 9th battalion 
moved by train to Marseilles and thence 
by sea to Salonika in the Balkans 
arriving in November.

The purpose of the move was to 
strengthen Serbian resistance against 
the Bulgarian forces and the battalion 
engaged in various actions including 
the battle of Horseshoe Hill (1916).
In October 1916, Harry was wounded 
by the same shell that mortally wounded 
Tom Philpot, and subsequently treated 
in hospital in Malta.
On recovery, Harry transferred from 
the 9th Gloucestershire Regt to the 
Remounts section of the Royal Army 
Service corps, (No R366831) the 
section of the corps responsible 
for the provision of horses and mules 
to the Army.
After his war was over, Harry married 
Mary Blanche Walker, the eldest 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Francis Walker 
of Sarn Hill Lodge, and sister of Arthur. 
(See WALKER Arthur) on 25th 
February 1918. The following year their 
first child, Gladys Mary, was born.
Harry died in 1971 at the age of 87.
He is buried in Bushley Churchyard 
with his wife Mary Blanche, who was 
a longstanding church warden and 
predeceased him, dying in 1968.
Harry was awarded the British War and 
Victory and medals and the 1915 Star.
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STONE (George Herbert) private
Q u e e n s  O w n  W est K e n t  R e g im e n t
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He was born on 15th July 1876 in 
Church End Bushley, the son of James 
and Eliza Stone. He attended Bushley 
School. He was the older brother of 
William (See STONE William). In the 
1891 Census he was listed as an 
agricultural worker living in Bushley.
He left to seek a change of work.
By 1901, aged 28, he was employed as a 
butler at No 6 Wilton Crescent, London. 
Ten years later he was still with the same 
employers at their country house in 
Sussex. Subsequently his fortunes 
changed. On enlistment in 1914 he was 
living at Sandgate near Folkestone, 
working as an omnibus conductor.
He married Gertrude Serrell in 1902 
and had three children, George, Ernest, 
and Gertrude.

In December 1915 he joined his local 
regiment in Kent, the Queens Own 
Royal West Kents, as a Private (Regt. no. 
17970), seeing active service in France 
from October 1916.

In December 1917 he was posted with 
his battalion to Italy, returning to 
England on leave in March 1918.
He rejoined his battalion in France in 
May, and was killed by a machine gun 
bullet through his chest on 5th July 
1918. He was 42, and the regimental 
chaplain, writing to his widow, said 
“Y o u r h u s b a n d  was o n e  o f  o u r  o ld  hands, 
a n d  I  th in k  w e all h a d  a g r e a t  respect for 
h im ; h e  was alw ays so c h e e r fu l  about 
things.”
His widow was awarded a pension of 
twenty nine shillings and seven pence a 
week for herself and three children in 
January 1919.
He is recorded on the Tannay Memorial 
at the British Cemetery at Thiennes.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory Medals.
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STONE (William) private
S o m e rs e t  L ig h t  I n fa n try
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William, born in 1890, was the fifth son 
of James and Eliza Stone of Church End 
Bushley. He was the younger brother of 
George (See STONE George Herbert). 
They were a very large family. He was 
educated at Bushley school from 1893 to 
1904 and then worked as an agricultural 
labourer for Mr Elis at Double Gates 
Farm, Bushley. About 1911 he changed 
jobs and went to work for the Pearl 
Insurance Co. in Cheltenham.
The 1911 census shows William (20) 
living with his widowed mother Eliza 
and his sister Emly (26), a domestic 
cook, at Rose Cottage Bushley.

In 1914 he married May Lewis in 
Tewkesbury, to where they had moved 
house. They had a son, Henry Wiliam, 
born in Tewkesbury in June 1914.
He enlisted in December 1915 
describing his trade as Insurance Agent 
and was placed on the army reserve list. 
He was posted to the Somerset Light 
Infantry in Aprl 1916 (Regt. no 25237) 
transferring in May to his brother’s 
regiment, The Royal West Kents. 
(Regt.no. 201683). In December 2016 
he was promoted to lance corporal 
and in January 2017 to corporal. In 
February 1917 he was transferred back 
to the Reserves and seconded to 
government contractors, W Alban 
Richards, in Swindon, manufacturers 
of ralway wagons. He was discharged 
in January 1919.
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TOMLINSON (Robert Henry) PRIVATE
R oya l G a rriso n  A rtille ry

Robert was born in Boddington, 
the fifth son of William and Jane 
Tomlinson, and one of 13 children.
His father was employed as a gardener. 
Robert is shown in the 1901 census as 
an 18 year old apprentice wheelwright 
living at Sheepcot Farm Mission Room 
in the village of Leigh Enter near 
Tewkesbury. By 1911, he was listed as a 
groom gardener living at Coombe Hill 
and married to Louisa with three young 
children, Catherine, Lily and William. 
He moved to Bushley before 1914.

He joined the RGA (Royal Garrison 
Artillery).

His Grandson Martin Roberts says 
“My maternal g ra n d fa th e r , Robert 
Henry Tomlinson, was a WW1 survivor 
with the Royal G a rriso n  Artillery as a 
gunner. He was ho sp ita lised  out of the 
action due to gassin g . H e  worked for the 
(Pull Court) estate p r io r  to the war, but I  

don’t as yet have a d a te  when he became 
self-employed. H e  lived  a t  Poplar [now 
Walnut Tree] C o tta ge on  th e  G ree n . Post 

the 1932 estate sale, h e  b o u g h t  a n d  m o v ed  

to th e  S m ith y  C ottage, w h e re  h e  h a d  

s h a re d  th e  w o rk sh o p  w ith  th e  bla ck sm ith . 

H is  t ra d e  w as w h ee lw rig h t/ca rp en ter . 

W h en  th e  B la ck sm ith  le ft  to g o  to 

L o n g d o n , g r a n d d a d  took o v er  t h e  w h o le  

sm ithy, a n d  b e c a m e  m o re  o f  a  jo b b in g  

b u ild er. H e  d ie d  2 n d  A u g u s t  1 9 6 1  a n d  is 

b u r ie d  in  B u s h le y  c h u rc h  y a r d  w ith  his  

w ife  L o u isa  w h o  d ie d  in  th e  s a m e  y e a r .”

He was awarded the British War and 
Victory medals.
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WALKER (Arthur Henry) private
9th Battalion Gloucestershire Regiment I West Yorkshire Regiment
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Arthur was the only son of Francis 
and Eliza Walker who lived on Bushley 
Green. He had three sisters Blanche, 
Elsie and Frances. His father was a 
bricklayer. Blanche was to marry Harry 
Starling (See STARLING Harry) in 
1918. Arthur was educated at Bushley 
School from 1893-1902.
Arthur joined Kitchener’s Army at the 
commencement of the war. He joined 
the 9th Battalion the Gloucesters 
(Regt. no 12619) and saw service, 
first in France arriving in September 
1915. In October the 9th battalion 
moved by train to Marseilles and 
thence by sea to Salonika in the 
Balkans, arriving in November 1915. 
The purpose of this move was to 
strengthen Serbian resistance against 
the Bulgarian forces, and the battalion 
engaged in various actions including 
the battle of Horseshoe Hill (1916).

In 1917 the battalion was in action in 
the battles of Doiran. In July 1918 it 
returned to France arriving at Sergeux.
At some stage Arthur was transferred 
to the West Yorkshire Regiment and 
promoted to Sgt-Major. In the New 
Year’s Honours list for 1917 he was 
awarded the Military Cross for an act or 
actions of gallantry against the enemy. 
On September 21st 1918 Co.Sgt.-Major 
A.H. Walker, Gloucester Regiment 
was married to Miss Lucy Philpot at 
Ashchurch Church. Lucy wTas the sister 
of Tom Philpot (see Philpot Tom) killed 
in the Balkans in 1916.
He died in 1947 aged 58 and is buried 
with his wife Lucy, who died in 1969, 
in Bushley Churchyard. They had a 
son Cyril who, as a sapper in the Royal 
Engineers was killed at El Alamein and 
is remembered on the World War 2 
war memorial.
Arthur was also awarded the British War 
and Victory medals and the 1915 Star.
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WILKES (Lancelot Henry) private
Royal Navy
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Lancelot Henry Wilkes was born in 
Church End Farm, Bushley on 15th 
December 1896 to Henry and Ada 
Wilkes. They lived with Lancelot’s 
grandparents Daniel and Emily Wilkes; 
both Daniel and Henry were recorded 
in the 1901 Census as farmers. By the 
time ofthe 1911 census, Henry had 
moved to Church Farm Queenhill and 
Lancelot and his sister Sylvia Gertrude 
Alice Wilkes were attending Bushley 
School. He was educated there from 
1900 to 1909.
Lancelot enlisted in the Royal Navy 
on 14th March 1916. Prior to enlistment 
he is described as a Fitter/Turner. He 
enlisted as an Engine Room Artificer 
(ERA). His deployments during 
WW1 were:
1. ‘HMS Vivid IT the name of the Royal 

Naval Barracks at Devonport. 
(1916-17)

2. HMS Bullfinch (1917-19).

HMS Bullfinch was a destroyer class 
vessel, a member of the 7th Destroyer 
Flotilla, based at Wallington, an RN base 
on the Humber (Immingham/Grimsby 
area). She remained in this deployment 
until the cessation of hostilities. Her 
employment within the Humber Patrol 
included anti-submarine and counter 
mining patrols.
Lancelot stayed on in the navy until 
at least 1937. He eventually became a 
Chief Engine Room Artificer. He never 
returned to the Bushley area and at 
the age of 57 he married Alice May 
Venables on 15 Aug 1953 at Stoke 
Damerel, Devonport. Lancelot died 
in 1982 in the Portsmouth, district 
of Hampshire.
He was awarded the British War and 
Victory Medals, the RN Long Service 
and Good Conduct Medal and the 
King George VI Coronation Medal.
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L A
SERVICEM EN W H O M  W E  
HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO  
ID EN TIFY CLEARLY OR W H O S E  
M ILITARY RECORDS HAVE N O T  
BEEN FO U N D .

Practically no records exist for young 
soldiers who joined up in 1918 but 
never saw action abroad.

COLE (A)
The choice lies between the following. 
Alfred, born in Pamington near 
Tewkesbury, in 1899, was the 5th son of 
Charles and Annie Cole (nee Bennett). 
His elder brothers Fred, Dick and Willie 
also served in the war.
He also had a younger brother Arthur, 
two years younger, who was very 
unlikely to have joined up.
Another Arthur is recorded in the 1911 
Census as a 28 year old widowed farmer 
living with his parents Henry, a borough 
council worker and Ellen his wife, at 
Church End Bushley.
It is possible that he is the A. Cole on the 
War Memorial. His mother subscribed 
to the War Memorial fund.

FOW LER (John)
John Fowler was born around 1900, 
the third son of William and Elizabeth 
Fowler of Pound Cottages on the 
Tewkesbury to Ledbury Road. His elder 
brothers William (junior) and Harry 
also feature on the Bushley War 
Memorial, along with Frank Fowler 
their uncle, and William senior’s 
youngest brother. William senior was 
employed by Richard Guilding of 
Bushley Park Farm as an agricultural 
worker and home help.
John would have joined up near to the 
end of the war and no record of military 
service has been found. It is probable 
that he did not serve abroad.

M A T T Y  (Alfred)
Alf, born in July 1900, was the son of 
Fred (See MATTY Frederick) and Edith 
(nee Lambert) Matty. Fred, at the time 
of Alf’s birth was described as a general 
labourer, living at Hole Ground Cottage, 
Hollybush, Castlemorton. At the 
outbreak of the Great War the family 
were living at Church Street, Bushley. 
Fred was described in the 1911 Census 
as a cowman working on a farm.
Alf was then aged 10 and attending 
school. He had three younger sisters 
Dora, Lilian and Ethel.
In 1937, when both bride and 
groom were 37, Alf married Elizabeth 
Bayliss of Heath Hill Queenhill, in 
Queenhill church. He was described 
as a smallholder living in Wood 
Street, Bushley.
Alfred would have joined up near to 
the end of the war and no record of 
military service has been found. It is 
probable that he did not serve abroad.
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THE NURSES T h e Story o f  M adge &  Sue B rom ley-M artin

It was not only the men o f Bushley 
who left their mark on the Great 
War. Two resolute and effective 
ladies based in Sarn H ill Grange, 
Bushley, both before the war 
started and briefly after it finished, 
secured the necessary finance, 
staffed and ran a remarkable 
hospital in France.

T h e B rom ley-M artin s had lived 
prev iou s ly  at H am  C ou rt, their 
fam ily  h o m e  betw een  U p ton  and 
H old fast. T heir broth er Eliot played 
cricket fo r  W orcestershire and the 
M .C .C . F ollow in g  the death o f  their 
father M adeleine (M a d g e) and 
Susan (Sue) his u nm arried  sisters, 
together w ith  their m oth er, had 
co m e  to  live at Sarn H ill as tenants 
o f  the Pull C ou rt estate.

M ad ge w as C o u n ty  Secretary fo r  
W orcestersh ire V olu n ta ry  A id  
D etach m en ts (vo lu n teer  nurses) and 
com m a n d a n t o f  the B ushley V .A .D , 
o f  w h ich  latter organisation , her 
sister, Sue, w as Q uarterm aster.

O n  12th  A ugust 1914 a w eek  after 
the D eclara tion  o f  War, the B ushley 
A lm an ac  rep orted  that Bushley 
S ch o o l had  b een  declared a suitable 
site fo r  a hospita l and that a 
com m ittee  had  b een  a p p o in ted  “ to 
collect subscriptions and promises o f  

garden produce, and other things 

necessary for the proper equipm ent o f  

the Hospital.”

A n  excerpt fr o m  the C heltenham  
C h ron icle  show s that Bushley’s 
nurses w ere in  train ing and ready. 
“ On the morning o f  Wednesday, 1 2 th 

August the Scouts constructed a 

cam p-kitchen with oven, a flare fire 

and a star fire for the purpose 

o f  enlightening nurses o f  the Bushley 

Red Cross Detachm ent.

A t  3 pm  this detachm ent (no. 4  

Worcestershire) arrived under the 

Com m andant M iss Brom ley-Martin. 

The fires were lit and their 

construction explained to the nurses 

by the Scouts. Invalid dishes were 

cooked by the nurses. The Scouts then 

acting as dum m ies distributed  

themselves about the field, where the 

nurses bandaged them  according to 

their various injuries. The ambulance 

wagon section under P.-L. Freeman 

perform ed sm art work in transporting 

the injured from  camp to the hospital 

(Sarn H ill Grange), both on the 

wagon and by stretcher. O n arrival 

there the Scouts were p u t to bed, the 

triangular bandages being taken o ff  

and roller bandages substituted. The  

troop were then entertained to tea at 

the Grange by the Misses Bromley- 

Martin, after which R - L. Freeman 

drilled the Scouts, and the Nurses 

were similarly ‘Put through it ’ by 

the Scoutmaster.”
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Sadly it was n o t  lo n g  b e fo re  it 
becam e clear that Bushley S ch oo l 
w as to o  sm all to  operate as a 
hospital. In the m eantim e M adge 
had  been  m ade acutely aware o f  the 
lack  o f  h osp ital arrangem ents for 
ou r allies, the w o u n d e d  French 
sold iers in  France. T h e  Bushley 
A lm an ac rep orted  “Miss M adeline 

Brom ley Martin has organised a 

schem e for the equipm ent o f  a 

hospital for the wounded in France, 

which has been accepted by the

authorities in England and France. 

She has got together a company o f  

Doctors, Nurses, and general staff to 

the num ber o f  4 0  persons -  all well 

qualified for the work.”

T h e first detachm ent left fo r  France 
as early as D ecem b er  1914. A fter 
som e tortu ou s n egotiations, the 
‘H dpital Temporaire’ w ith  M ad ge at 
its head, w as established at A rc -e n - 
Barrois, n o t  far fr o m  C h a u m on t in  
the C h am pagne reg ion  o f  France.

N u rs es  a t  

A rc-en -B a rro is . 

S u e  (fro n t  row  

left), M a d g e  

( f ro n t  ro w  left  

c en tre ).
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T h e A lm an ac rep orted  that 
“ The staff is entirely British, the 

hospital stores are sent out from  

England and, apart from  a small 

grant from  the French government, it 

is entirely supported by voluntary  

contributions. It contains 1 1 0  beds, 

and an adjoining hospice with 7 0  

beds has since been opened and is 

now under the m anagement o f  

Miss S. M artin.”

In 1915 Laurence B inyon , a Quaker, 
fo rb id d e n  to  fight b y  his relig ion  
and, anyway, t o o  o ld  to  enlist jo in e d  
the staff. Part o f  his p o e m  ‘For the 

Fallen’ appears o n  the ba ck  cover o f  
this b o o k . At the end  o f  the war Sue 
pu blish ed  her o w n  accou n t o f  the 
venture in  the 1919 A lm an ac fro m  
w h ich  these excerpts are taken.

W o u n d e d  p a tien ts  

ta k in g  in th e  o p en  

air. T h e r e  w ere  no  

an tib iotics , a n d  in 

f i n e  w ea th er ,th e  o p en  

a ir  was co n s id ered  

h ea lth ier  th a n  

c o n fin e d  w ards.

“ 1 1  years ago, we came to live at Sam  

Hill, -  to make our hom e in one o f  

the most peaceful and pleasant places 

to be found throughout 

Worcestershire, o f  all the counties o f  

England, surely one o f  the fairest and 

most truly English. Its gentle green 

slopes spread their gardens and 

orchards to the southern sunshine, 

he w ide shade o f  its great elms line 

the deep, rich grasses o f  its river 

meadows, all encircled by the ever 

varying blue o f  its hills, soft yet 

clear-cut against the far horizon.

The people are like the land they live 

in, kindly, open hearted and generous. 

A ll too soon the peace o f  our home 

was shattered by the outbreak o f  the 

most awful war ever waged.
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M y sister M adeleine heard in London, 

sad accounts o f  the inadequacy o f  the 

hospital preparations made by the 

French for their soldiers. Their army 

was incomparably larger than ours 

at that date, and the num ber o f  their 

nurses out o f  all proportion small.

The need was indeed urgent; and my 

sister fe lt  impelled to collect a few  

friends and hasten out to help where 

she could. No sooner had she 

announced her intention o f  going 

than she was surrounded by eager 

volunteers -  surgeons, nurses, 

orderlies and cooks, and almost before 

she realised w hat was happening, she 

fou n d  herself at the head o f  a 

complete hospital staff.

The end o f  1 9 1 4 , saw the party  

established in the north east o f  

France, in one o f  the hunting  

residences o f  the Orleans family, the 

Chateau o f  Arc-en-Barrois. It  stands 

in a charm ing park through which 

flow s a rapid little trout river, and 

around it miles o f  hilly forest, a haven 

o f  green, rest and safety for the poor  

shattered bodies and souls o f  the men 

who took refuge there; but over it all, 

distant, but alm ost incessant, came 

the boom and crack o f  the guns at 

the Front.

Only a few miles away lay villages 

that had been as lovely as ours, level 

with the battered earth around them, 

and only distinguishable from  it by 

the whiter dust o f  their powdered  

stones. We were attached directly to 

the French army, and had the honour 

o f  nursing men o f  the heroic troops o f  

the Argonne and Verdun, who 

withstood with alm ost superhum an  

endurance and brilliant courage one 

o f  the m ost appalling and long drawn 

out attacks that have ever been made 

in the history o f  war. O ur staff 

num bered about 6 0 , including a 

radiographer w ith a complete x-ray  

installation, a dentist, voluntary 

chauffeurs with a fleet o f  9  motors, 

and 2 0  voluntary gardeners. N ight 

after night Our motor ambulances 

wound down the road with their 

freight o f  wounded, their headlights 

throwing streaks o f  dazzling brilliance 

across the snow.

I  w ill not describe our Hospital work 

among the 3 0 7 0 , who passed through 

our hands, many very interesting, and 

all too many very terrible; but I  m ust 

tell o f  the courage, endurance, and 

good hum our o f  our French soldiers.
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This was all the finer for the fact  

that, added to the physical pain and 

m ental anxiety which our English 

soldiers shared and bore with equal 

courage, too many o f  our French 

wounded were haunted by the cruel 

knowledge that their homes were 

utterly destroyed with all they 

possessed, that the whole o f  their 

previous life work was wasted; 

and, worse than all, by the awful 

uncertainty o f  the fate o f  their wives 

and families.

O ne evening I  left our concert hall 

-g a y  with the flags o f  the Allies and 

the red caps o f  the Zouaves making 

bright patches am idst the smoke 

veiled blue o f  the horizon-coloured 

uniform s- to fin d  a man sitting on 

the edge o f  his bed, in a darkened 

ward. “ You haven’t come down?”

I  said. “M adame, when I  hear music, 
I  see too clearly, my little farm  in 

heaps on the ground, and the faces o f  

my wife and girls.”  “A n d where are 

they?”  The answer came, hoarse and 

low: “M adam e in the hands o f  the 

Boches.”  Thank God that our soldiers 

have been spared the tragedy that has 

come into the lives o f  thousands o f  

our Allies -  ruin and bereavement, 

beyond description horrible.

The Arm istice came and brought our 

men back to the happy welcome o f  the 

homes they had left and the friends 

who had waited for them  -  in 

suspense, indeed, but in safety; it  sent 

vast numbers o f  the French to search 

for the ruins o f  their homes in lands 

o f  devastation and desolation 

impossible to imagine. I f  we in 

England could realise w hat we have 

been spared, I  think som e o f  the 

clamour o f  our dissatisfaction and 

unrest would sink into the silence o f  

an awed relief.

I  cannot end w ithout having a word 

o f  affectionate farewell to Bushley and 

all our friends there, o f  gratitude for  

the unfailing kindness that has always 

been shown to us -  never more 

generously than in their constant and 

encouraging support o f  our Hospital, 

or more touchingly than in their 

welcome to us at the Peace Supper on 

our return, -  and o f  assurance o f  our 

faithful remembrance o f  all that 

Bushley has been and is.”

SUSAN BROMLEY-MARTIN
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W ith  characteristic m od esty , Sue 
h ad  om itted  to  say that b e fo re  their 
departure, the French G overn m en t 
h ad  p a id  th em  a very  specia l tribute. 
In  the late su m m er o f  1918 M adge 
and  Sue had respectively  received 
the G o ld  and the Silver m edals o f  
the ‘Reconnaissance Frangaise’.
(T h e  G ratitude o f  France).

“In recognition o f  their 

devoted services in the cause o f  

French W ounded Soldiers.”

T h e presentation  w as m ade b y  the 
G eneral in  co m m a n d  o f  the R eg ion  
and was attended b y  the assem bled 
Staff o f  the H osp ita l and  H osp ice , 
and b y  all the w o u n d e d  w h o  w ere 
w ell en ou g h  to  be  present.

Group photograph circa 1 9 0 9  showing the R ev era n d  E. R . D ow desw ell (cen tre  f r o n t  row ), 

Madeleine Martin (th ird  fr o m  left centre row ), S u e  Martin ( l e f b a c k r o w ) ,  th eir  m o th er  

Mrs Martin (far left fr o n t  row ) and R ev era n d  G eorge Berens heir to P u ll C o u rt  (h a ck  row ).
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PULL COURT AND THE DOWDESWELL FAMILY

P u ll C o u rt  

its e lf  was 
reb u ilt  in  th e  

19th  cen tu ry ;
red es ig n ed  

in V icto ria n  

g o th ic  style 

b y  W illiam  

B lore.

Village life and activity  very  m u ch  
revolved  a rou n d  the Pull C ou rt 
estate and its squire. In 1914 ‘squire 

w as the R everend E d m u n d  R ichard 
D ow desw ell. T he D ow d esw ell fam ily  
had  lived in  the area since the end 
o f  the 16th  century, w h en  R oger 
D ow desw ell, a w ealthy L on d on  
lawyer, had  b o u g h t the Pull estate 
and bu ilt a T u dor style m anor.
H is son  R ichard su p p orted  the 
royalist cause in  the English C ivil 
W ar and fo llo w in g  the R estoration  
in  1660 he becam e the first 
m em b er  o f  the fam ily  to  be  M P  
fo r  Tew kesbury u ntil his death  in 
1673. Seven further D ow desw ells 
w ere to  represent the b o r o u g h  in

the C o m m o n s . O f  these R ichard ’s 
great great gra n d son  W illiam  
D ow desw ell w as the leader o f  the 
W h igs in  the H ou se  o f  C o m m o n s , 
and C h an cellor o f  the E xchequer in  
the R ock in gh am  governm ent fro m  
1765 to  1766.

Pull C ou rt itself was rebu ilt in 
the 19th  century, redesigned  in  
V ictoria n  g oth ic  style b y  W illiam  
Blore. B u ild ing  started in  1836 
under in stru ction s fro m  C a n on  
Edward D ow desw ell, C hancellor 
D ow d esw ell’s son , w h o  be in g  
u nm arried  had  m ade over the estate 
to  his nephew , another W illiam , 
w h o  d ied  in  1887.
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H is secon d  son , R ichard  E d m un d  
D ow desw ell, b o r n  in  1845, inherited  
the estate o n  the death  o f  his 
elder broth er in  1893. H e w as a 
clergym an  and an h o n o ra ry  C a n on  
o f  W orcester. H e was also the 
squ ireson  o f  Bushley. H e had been  
crip p led  fro m  b irth  and w alked w ith  
difficu lty, so w as p u sh ed  a rou n d  the 
house  and garden in  a w heelchair. 
H ow ever, he still m anaged  to  take 
services at B ushley and Q ueen h ill 
churches. It w as he w h o  w as squire 
at the ou tbreak  o f  the Great W ar 
in  1914, the last o f  a sequence o f  
D ow desw ells w h o  had  lived at Pull 
C ou rt for  over 300 years.

T h e D ow d esw ell estate in clu d ed  n o t  
o n ly  Pull C ou rt and the parkland 
su rrou n d in g  it bu t also the w h ole  
village o f  Bushley. It extended  in to  
L on g d on , Q ueen h ill and H oldfast. 
T h e estate o w n ed  v irtua lly  every 
h ouse, a lm ost every  farm , the 
church , the parsonage, the sch o o l 
and the p ost office . A lm ost all 
the i nhabitants w ere D ow desw ell 
tenants. T he farm ers rented their 
farm s fro m  the estate and also the 
cottages in w h ich  th ey  h ou sed  
their w orkers.

C a n on  D ow d esw ell was a pop u la r  
and k in d ly  land lord . H e p rov id ed  
leisure facilities, b o th  fo r  the 
parishioners, and for  visiting 
grou ps. These in clu d ed  the Pavilion  
at M oss G reen, reached  b y  a lane 
op p os ite  the chu rch  and ad jacent to

the S ch oo l H ou se . H ere at the top  
o f  the h ill w as a scen ic v iew  across 
the Severn valley to  Tew kesbury 
and the C otsw old  Hills. In the 
Pavilion, a n o t  so stately pleasure 
d om e , bu ilt in  1864 as a sum m er 
h ouse  b y  W illia m  D ow desw ell, 
entertainm ents fo r  villagers and 
tenants w ere held . In the sum m er, 
in L on g d on  b r o o k  b e lo w  Pull 
C ou rt, an o p e n  air ba th in g  p o o l  w as 
p rov id ed  fo r  lo ca l s c h o o l ch ildren  
and v isiting  m em bers  o f  scou t 
tro o p s  o r  the ch u rch  lads’ brigade.

R ich a rd  

E d m u n d  

D o w d esw ell  

b o r n  in  1 8 4 5 , 
d ie d  in  1 9 1 5 .

T he annual sum m er cam p  o f  the 
loca l BP B oy  Scouts was held  at 
M oss G reen, fo r  10 days in  August 
1916. S om e tw o d ozen  scouts w ent 
under canvas cam p  be in g  p itched  
o n  the law n in  fron t o f  the M oss 
G reen Pavilion.
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M oss  

G reen  

P avilion  

circa  1 9 1 6 .

O f  the five be ll tents, o n e  was 
used as a tu cksh op  and w as w ell 
patron ised , and the others w ere for 
sleeping pu rposes. T h e tro o p  had 
an en joyable bathe alm ost daily 
at the Pull C ou rt O p en  A ir Baths. 
C am pfires b lazed  nearly  every 
evening and the ‘sing songs’ w h ich  
w ere attended b y  villagers w ere very  
successfu l, o ften  fin ish ing w ith  a 
sp irited  dance arou nd  the blazing  
em bers be fore  A u ld  Lang Syne and 
the N ational A n th em  w ere sung. 
D u rin g  the cam p, in  a co w b o y  
and Indian  skirm ish  b y  op p os in g  
troop s  o f  scouts, the Indians in  
fu ll w arpaint and feathers in  the 
M oss  G reen  sh rubberies surprised 
an elderly  loca l resident w h o  had 
w alked in to  their m idst.

In M ay  1915 C a n on  D ow desw ell 
suffered a seizure w hilst o n  a clerical 
retreat in  W est M alvern  fro m  w h ich  
he d id  n o t recover. H e d ied  o n  5th 
June and was bu ried  w ith  great 
cerem on y  in  the ancestral vault 
beneath  B ushley chu rch  o n  10th 
June. H is heir was a cou sin , the 
R ev.G eorge Berens, w h o  lived in  
Kent, another to  fo llo w  the fam ily  
trad ition  o f  b e c o m in g  a clergym an. 
U nder the term s o f  his predecessor ’s 
w ill he added  the n am e o f  
D ow desw ell to  his ow n  and becam e 
the Rev. G eorge B erens-D ow desw ell. 
H e to o k  som e tim e to  take u p  his 
role as squire. A fter the w ar he 
headed  the list o f  subscribers to  the 
W ar M em oria l w ith  a d on ation  
■ f  ' 5".
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Pull Court viewed  
from  the West, 

circa 1909.
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ST PETER’S CHURCH

There has been a church in 
Bushley since the 12th century.
A  later church was built possibly  
in the fourteenth century by Lord  
Edm und Despenser. This church 
was dem olished, and entirely 
rebuilt in 1843 by D r Edward 
Dowdeswell. The remains o f  two 
windows o f the original church 
were re-erected as a folly in the 
nearby M oss Green shrubbery.

T h e n ew  b u ild in g ’s architect was 
Edw ard W illia m  B lore, a very  
distinguished V ictoria n  architect, 
w h o  in clu d ed  B u ckingh am  Palace 
a m on g  his com m ission s . Fourteen  
years later W illia m  D ow desw ell 
erected a n ew  chancel at the east 
end, in  m e m o ry  o f  his parents.
T h is extension  w as designed  b y  
Sir G ilbert Scott, the architect 
responsib le  fo r  the A lbert M em oria l. 

In 1914 “ the Perpetuate Curate” 
w h o  discharged the duties o f  V icar

was the Revd. R ob ert Russell C ow an  
w h o  lived w ith  his w ife  Catherine 
(nee Scroggs) and tw o  youn ger 
daughters Barbara and Lydia, at the 
parsonage, adjacent to  the church . 
H e m igh t b e  assisted b y  the 
“ squ ireson”  C a n on  R ichard Edward 
D ow desw ell o f  Pull C ou rt, licen ced  
as “ the assistant curate.”  H e had 
been  b o r n  in  G lasgow  in  1857 and 
subsequently  after attending N ew  
C ollege O x fo rd  had  taken H o ly  
O rders. H e had  m arried  at 
W o o d s to c k  in  1883. H e had  been  a 
priest at U pw ell in  N orfo lk ,
C lapham  in  L o n d o n  and the w arden  
at St L ucy ’s H o m e  in  G loucester 
b e fore  arriving in  Bushley in  1899. 

T heir y ou n ger so n  A lan  had 
em igrated to  C anada in  1905; he 
volun teered  fo r  service, returned 
to  E urope and was killed  in 
A ugust 1916. (See Bushley W ar 
M em oria l B iograph ies).

T h e  p re v io u s  

St P ete r ’s 

C h u rc h  

p ro b a b ly  

d a te d  f r o m  

th e  fo u rt e e n th  

cen tu ry .
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S e l f  p o rt ra it  

ta k en  a n d  

h a n d  

t in ted  by  

M r  C o w a n , 

with a n o th er  

s im ila r  o f  

his w ife  

C a th erin e .

M r C ow an ’s h o b b y  was 
p h otog ra p h y  and it was he w h o  
to o k  the p h otog ra p h  o f  A lan  
con ta in ed  in  this guide, du rin g  a 
36 h ou r  leave, be fore  he left for  
France and the war.

M r C ow an  w as to  have his o w n  life 
threatening experience o n  16th  June 
1915 as rep orted  in  the Bushley 
A lm an ac - “ the Revd. R.D.Russell 

Cowan, w hile m otoring to Gloucester 

with his friend, (the Revd. J. Embrey) 

m et with an alarming and serious 

accident. A s the car was descending 

Sorters Hill, it gathered speed and  

getting out o f  control o f  the driver 

(Revd. J. Embrey), overturned at the 

fo o t o f  the hill, throwing both 

gentlemen out. M r Cowan suffered a 

fracture o f  the left arm between the 

elbow and shoulder and extensive 

contusions about the body. M r  

Embrey was scratched and lacerated 

about the face and hands. 

Fortunately, Mrs F.H.Healing,

passing in her car soon after, conveyed 

the 2  sufferers to Dr. Liston.”

T he C ow an s’ eldest son  D enys 
was p osted  to  H avana as British 
V ice  consu l, and the Bushley 
A lm an ac rep orted  the b irth  o f  a 
daughter to  M r  and M rs C ow an  
in  H avana in  1915. In 1918 the 
A lm an ac rep orted  the elevation  
o f  ou r m a n  in  H avana to  C onsu l, 
and the award o f  the M BE.

Mr Cowan a fte r  his cra sh  in  1 9 1 5
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A lso  in that year the Bushley 
A lm an ac rep orted  the m arriage 
o f  the C ow an s’ o ldest daughter 
M arjorie  to  M r  P h ilip  Baily o f  
Pershore and  L o n d o n  w h ich  
to o k  p lace at B ushley church .
“ The Church was tastefully decorated 

for the occasion... The organ was paid  

by M r fam es W. Rusling the organist 

for 5 5  years o f  Bushley church.

The church was crowded with 

parishioners and other friends.

After the signing o f  the registers 

during the playing o f  the Wedding 

March, the village children scattered 

rose leaves in the path o f  the bride 

and bridegroom, and the village 

ringers, assisted by volunteers from  

outside- for several o f  the Bushley bell 

ringers are at the fron t or have given 

their lives for their country, rang 

merry peals. No reception was held 

owing to the war.”

Barbara never m arried . Lydia 
m arried  D enys B oyd -C arpen ter in  
1929 at U p ton , and d ied  in  1992 at 
A ld erton  in  G loucestersh ire. T h ey  
had  on e  son  A lan  B oyd-C arpenter. 
T h e Rev. C ow an  was to  con tin u e  in  
o ffice  until his death in  June 1935, 
his w id o w  liv ing  o n  in  the 
G loucestersh ire village o f  G retton  
until her death in  1941.

M r  Ja m es  

W ise R u slin g  

b o rn  in  

1 8 4 2  in  

L in co ln sh ire

T h e organist w h o  h ad  com p le ted  
50 years’ service b y  1913 was M r 
James W ise  Rusling b o r n  in  1842 
in  L incolnshire. H e cam e as 
sch oolm aster to  Bushley, aged 19, 
and rem ained  in  the parish  until his 
death in  1921. In 1878 he h an ded  
over the m astership o f  the sch o o l to 
M r N ash to  b e c o m e  secretary to  the 
Pull C ou rt estate, the p o s itio n  he 
con tin u ed  to  fill d u ring  the lives o f  
three successive D ow d esw ell squires. 

H e lived w ith  his sister and 
h ousekeeper Elizabeth Rusling, a 
spinster, and his son  John and 
daughter Eleanor at C h u rch  Farm. 
H e was very  largely responsib le  for  
the creation  o f  the Bushley 
A lm anacs; the pages o f  w h ich  have 
p rov id ed  m u ch  o f  the m aterial for 
this G uide.
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BUSHLEY SCHOOL

The school was built in the 19th 
Century in a Tudor tim bered style 
by Squire Dowdeswell. In March  
1878, M r Alfred E Nash arrived 
from  London to take charge o f the 
school, in succession to M r J. W . 
Rusling. W ith  the assistance o f his 
wife and later his daughter, he was 
to run the school for 40 years until 
Easter 1918. At the outbreak o f  
war in 1914 there were between 60  
and 70 pupils at any one tim e. M r  
Nash, who had been in post for 36  
years, taught the seniors whilst his 
wife looked after the infants and 
juniors. M ost children w ould com e  
to school around four years o f age 
and leave around 14 to take up paid  
agricultural work.

T h e sch o o l w as an integral part o f  
the village co m m u n ity  that revolved 
a rou n d  the Pull C ou rt estate. T he 
Bushley A lm an ac record s  that 
o n  January 1st 1915 “ T he school 

children o f  Bushley, Q ueenhill and  

Longdon had their usual treat at P ull 

Court, consisting o f  a M agic Lantern 

Exhibition, a Christmas Tree, and 

a tea. This treat w ill doubtless be 

remembered by the children present 

as being the last, at which their kind  

friend Canon Dowdeswell acted as 

their host.”

A  S ch oo l L o g b o o k , w h ich  still exists, 
started w hen  the sch o o l reop en ed  
for  the su m m er term  o f  1916. Its 
R oll o f  H o n o u r  has its o w n  list o f  
past p u p ils  w h o  fou gh t in  the Great 
War. There are 43 nam es in  all, 19 o f  
w h ich  are repeated o n  Bushley W ar 
m em oria l. O f  the others several are 
rem em bered  in the R olls o f  H o n o u r  
for  L on g d on , and H old fast and 
Q ueenh ill, con ta in ed  in  the Bushley 
A lm anacs. H ow ever a rou n d  half 
the n am es o n  the S ch oo l R oll, are 
n o t rem em b ered  locally, perhaps 
ow in g  to  the seasonal nature o f  
agricu ltural em p loym en t w hen  
fam ilies w o u ld  m o v e  o ften  annually  
fr o m  farm  to  fa rm  in  different 
loca tion s . Even i f  in  the sam e 
geograph ica l area, in  a p re -m o to r  
car era five m iles co u ld  seem  like the 
oth er side o f  the w o r ld  i f  y o u  d id n ’t 
o w n  a horse o r  b icycle .

M u ch  o f  the lo g  b o o k  deals w ith  
absence fr o m  sch o o l. T h e war, the 
w eather and ch ildrens’ illnesses all 
con trib u ted . Agricu ltural w orkers 
fightin g  in  the w ar w ere to  som e  
extent rep laced  b y  s c h o o l ch ildren . 
In M a y  and early June 1915 n o tice  
w as received  that R ose Lane and 
E d m u n d  Payne h ad  perm ission  
fr o m  the ed u ca tion  com m ittee  
to  b e  absent fo r  three m on th s  for  
agricu ltural w ork . T h en  A lice  Barnes 
and  H en ry  D affrn had  perm ission
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O ld  B u sh ley  

S ch o o l a n d  

S ch o o l H o u s e  

d u r in g  hea v y  

sn o w  in  

w inter, w h ich  

re d u c e d  sch ool 

a tten d a n ce .

to  be  absent six h a lf days per w eek 
fo r  agricu ltural w ork . In July it was 
n oted  that tw o  b oy s  and o n e  girl 
w ere absent fo r  three m on th s  o n  
agricu ltural w o rk  and  three girls 
and tw o b oy s  for  six  h a lf days o f  the 
w eek  sim ilarly. A t the beg in n in g  o f  
the sp rin g  term  1917, seven boy s  
w ere absent either w h o le  o r  part 
tim e engaged in  agricu ltural w ork . 

T h e  seasons played a m a jor  part in  
attendance and  holidays. H arvest 
H olid a y  w as fo u r  to  five weeks 
in  A ugust to  Septem ber w h ich  
p erm itted  the ch ildren  to  help 
w ith  the harvesting. B lackberry 
p ick in g  in  the autum n w as a fam ily  
ritual w h en  sch o o l attendance fell. 
S om etim es the ch ildren ’s activity

co u ld  b e  turned  to  the s c h o o l ’s 
advantage. T h us in  O cto b e r  1916 
the s c h o o l received so m e  o f  the 
b lackberries w h ich  w ere so ld  fo r  
6/ 4d  (s ix  sh illings and  fo u r  p en ce ) 
and the p roceed s  rem itted  to  
T ew kesbury H ospita l.

C hildren , w h o  o ften  h ad  to  w alk  tw o 
m iles o r  m ore  to  s ch oo l, w ere often  
absent du rin g  the sn ow y  w inters o f  
1916 and 1917. Spring  term  1918 
was particu larly  hit b y  b o th  sn ow  
and sickness.

Illness started at the top . M r  and 
M rs N ash w ere b o th  elderly, in  
failing health, and  frequ ently  unable 
to  teach.

oooooooooooooo«ooooo<xxx>o<xx>ooooooo<xx>ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo^



TH E V IL L AG E  S C H O O L

o<x>e<><xxx>o<x><x><xxx>o<>o<x><x><x>oo<x>o<x>o<><x>o<>«<>o<><><x>o<>oo<><x><x><x>o<xx>o<x>oo<x><x>oo<><x>

In M ay  1916 six ch ildren  w ere 
absent su ffering  fr o m  ch ick en pox.
By fune, Beatrice Blake, Frederick 
C ole  and ‘the fam ily o f  Fowler’ had 
also b een  sm itten. In 1917 there was 
a further ou tbreak  o f  ch ick en p ox  
fo llo w e d  b y  scarlet fever in  fanuary 
1918. In fune 2018 an ou tbreak  o f  
fever in  the M aslin  fam ily  resulted 
in  a visit fr o m  M r Price, the sanitary 
inspector, fo llo w in g  w h ich  the 
s c h o o l was closed  for  d is in fection . 
N o  on e  had  in fo rm e d  the Revd 
R oberts w h o  had arrived fro m  
Eldersfield to  exam ine and rep ort o n  
relig ious studies. T h e sch o o l be in g  
closed  n o  exam ination  co u ld  take 
place. In m id  O ctob er  1918 the first 
signs o f  the great flu  ep id em ic  o f  
1918-20 appeared w h en  an ou tbreak

w h ich  red uced  attendance to  22 ou t 
o f  66 closed  the sch o o l o n  O ctob er  
21. It reop en ed  o n  N ov em b er  4th. 

Assistants to  the N ashs cam e and 
w ent in qu ick  succession . A t the 
end  o f  the sum m er term  1916,
M iss D avies, the recently  ap p oin ted  
infants teacher, resigned . She was 
replaced in  Septem ber b y  M iss 
Perkins. A  year later in  Septem ber 
1917 b o th  M iss N ash and M iss 
Perkins resigned . T h e w inter term  
co m m e n ce d  o n  O cto b e r  1st w ith  
M iss Lewis taking over the Infants 
and Sew ing. T h e 1st fo r m  had  n o w  
to  b e  taught in  the Infants R o o m . 
T he tw o  tim e tables co u ld  n o  lon ger 
be  adhered to , as the M aster w as 
n o w  single handed.

T h e  S ch o o l  

H o u s e  looks 

a lm o st  th e  

s a m e  tod a y  

as it  d id  

b a ck  th en .
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O n  D ecem ber 6th M r Day, the 
assistant in sp ector  visited. In 
D ecem ber, ch ildren  in  the m ain  
sch o o l w ere exam ined . O w in g  to  the 
p ecu liarity  o f  the in fants’ teacher 
(M iss Lew is), the first and infants 
w ere n o t  exam ined . O n  D ecem ber 
31st M iss Lewis resigned 

U nder these d ifficu lt c ircum stances 
it is n o t surprising  that, the sch o o l 
in sp ector ’s reports d id  n o t  glow .
In D ecem ber  1916 he w rote  “ the 

Master appears to he doing his best, 

but owing to indifferent health, he 

has been unable to raise school to a 

sound satisfactory state o f  efficiency. 

The standard o f  work is not really 

good in any subject. Drawing shows 

little improvement. Com position and 

Spelling are weak and the Arithm etic  

o f  standards 4  and 5  is inaccurate. 

M ost o f  the exercise books are untidy  

and carelessly written. The children 

are generally well-behaved, but they 

are talkative when left to themselves.”  

A t the end  o f  M arch  1918, after a 
m iserable term , M r and  M rs N ash 
resigned after b e in g  in  charge fo r  40 
years. It w as the en d  o f  an  era, and 
n o t the h ap p y  en d in g  th ey  w o u ld  
have desired . T h e  last fo u r  years had 
b een  d og g ed  b y  ill health  and  w o rry  
fro m  staffing prob lem s.

T he Nashs, to o , had fo u n d  
them selves in volved  in  the 
consequ ences o f  war. In M ay 1916 
their son , C orp ora l W illia m  Nash, 
like his parents a sch o o l teacher 
b y  profession , had b een  severely 
w o u n d e d  in  France. T o their great 
re lie f he m a d e  a com p lete  recovery, 
bu t m an y  o f  their fo rm er  p u p ils  d id  
n o t. It m ust have b e e n  particu larly  
heart break ing  to  see so  m a n y  o f  
those ch ildren  w h o m  they had 
taught, b o y s  and girls, b rok en  b y  the 
w ar and its fall ou t.

A t a Farewell M eetin g  at the S ch oo l, 
M r Nash was presented w ith  a c lock , 
an address and  an expression  o f  
“good wishes for his happiness, long 

life and prosperity in his new home.”  

O n  A p ril 1st the M anagers 
ap p oin ted  M rs D avies as 
headm istress and M rs C op p en d a le  
as assistant m istress. O n  N ov em b er  
12th 1918 the ch ildren  w ere 
given a h alf days h o lid a y  in  
c o m m e m o ra tio n  o f  G erm an y ’s 
surrender (th e arm istice w as 
signed at 5am  o n  M onday, 
N ovem b er 11th ).
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MY MEMORIES
F r e d a  a n d  

h e r  sister, 
C larissa  

h a v in g  

a fte rn o o n  

tea.

These extracts are from  
M em ories o f m y Childhood  
1902-1919 by Freda Guilding  
(later M rs Frank Baylis)

They are a very small part o f  a 
longer m em oir which vividly  
describes life on a farm in Bushley. 
The original docum ent is in the 
Worcestershire County Archive at 
the Hive in Worcester.

Freda w as b o r n  in  the year 1902, at 
Bushley Park, a farm h ou se  o n  a hill 
sou th  o f  the T ew kesbury-L edbury  
road . H er parents w ere R ichard  and 
A ugusta G uild ing , she had  a sister 
Clarissa w h o  w as tw o  years older.

T he Fow ler fam ily  
M y  m oth er  ran the h ouse  w ith  the 
help o f  on e  resident m aid , a 
m oth er ’s help and, a h andym an , 
W illiam , the on ly  em p loyee to  be  
called b y  his Christian nam e, because 
he was the son  o f  Fow ler the 
shepherd, so w e co u ld  n o t have tw o 
Fowlers. W illia m  h e lp ed  in  the 
garden, harnessed the carriage 
horses, fetched  g o o d s  fr o m  the 
tow n , cleaned knives and  b o o ts , 
filled coa l buckets, tr im m ed  lam ps, 
prepared vegetables and  co llected  
eggs in ou tly in g  places. W illia m  was 
always there to  lift heavy th ings in  
the dairy, turn  the handle o f  the 
separator, butter ch u rn  o r  cheese 
press. T h e separator w as a m ach in e  
w h ich  separated the cream  fr o m  the
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m ilk , and I was a llow ed to  catch  a 
cu p fu l o f  cream  i f  I got up in  tim e. 
O n  w ashing days W illia m  carried  
buckets o f  water to  fill the furnace 
and the w o o d e n  tubs and then  he 
turned  the m angle. I d o n ’t th ink  he 
w as ever away for  a day.

W illia m  lived in  on e  o f  the P ou n d  
C ottages and his father, Sam  Fowler, 
the shepherd , lived in  the ad jo in in g  
cottage. W h en  W illia m  b rou g h t the 
letter, he had his breakfast in  the 
k itchen, b u t o n  Sundays his eldest 
son , Jimmy, b rou g h t the letters, 
and had his breakfast and sixpence. 
Such m eals and other perquisites 
such  as free m ilk  and rabbits fo r  the 
w ork m en  and their fam ilies, h elped  
en orm ou s ly ; a lth ough  they lived

rent free, had  large gardens and kept 
a pig  fo r  k illing, m ost o f  th em  had 
large fam ilies. W illia m  had  12 
children , and there was n o  health 
service or fam ily  allow ance. The 
services o f  a district nurse w ere paid  
for  b y  su bscrip tion s fro m  the loca l 
gentry  and farm ers. N o  w on d er  
ch ildren  left s ch o o l at the age o f  
12 k n ow in g  very  little o f  reading 
or w ritin g  so that th ey  co u ld  add 
a little to  the fam ily  in com e .

W illia m  and the unskilled  w orkers 
got a b ou t 12 shillings a w eek  (60 
p e n ce ). T h e  head  shepherd  and 
carter g ot a top  w age o f  14 shillings. 
T h e m aid s w o u ld  get a b ou t 10 
p o u n d s  a year, a c o o k  o r  help about 
12 to  14 p o u n d s  pa id  m on th ly  in

P o u n d  C ottages, 

h o m e  o f  S a m u e l  

a n d  W illiam  

F o w ler  a n d  

fa m ilies . In  the  

1 9 1 1 C en su s  14  

fa m ily  m e m b e rs  

liv ed  h ere .
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g o ld  sovereigns. A  m o n th ’s n otice  
co u ld  b e  given  b y  either side. T hese 
w ere the w ages u p  to  1914- 1915.

C ider and Perry
T h is is just o n e  o f  m a n y  fascinating 
d escrip tion s o f  fa rm in g  activities 
con ta in ed  in  the M em ories.

O u r  daily  d rin k  w as c ider o r  perry, 
fo r  w h ich  m y  Father w as fam ou s,
(1 have n o  reco llection s  o f  a water 
ju g ). T h e  best cider w as sealed d o w n  
w ith  w ire  and  silver paper, sim ilar 
to  real cham pagn e. H e w o n  m any 
prizes for  this in clu d in g  o n e  at the 
Brewers’ E xh ib ition  in  L on d on .
H e kn ew  just w h ich  apples o r  pears 
to  use and planted orchards o f  
special varieties.

F rom  the orchards, the apples and 
pears w ere gathered in to  sacks 

and co llected  in  a barn  
ready for  cider m aking. 
T h e heavy cider press 
was b rou g h t ou t in to  the 
yard, and all the cheese 
m ats and w o o d e n  
im p lem en ts p u t to  soak 
in  water. W e d id  n o t  use a 

m illstone fo r  grin d in g  the 
apples, b u t they  were 

c h o p p e d  u p  in  w hat 
I can on ly  th ink  lo o k e d  like a 
m angle  cutter. T he crushed  apples 
w ere spread in  layers, betw een  
horse-ha ir m ats, fo ld e d  in  envelope

fashion . T hese w ere p iled  up  several 
feet h igh . T h en  the w o o d e n  press 
was low ered  and a tu b  p laced  to 
catch  the ju ice . T w o m en  at the 
beg in n in g , then  fo u r  m en  w h en  it 
g ot hard g o in g , w alked rou n d  and 
rou n d  h o ld in g  a loft at arm s length  a 
lon g  p o le  inserted in  the cross arm s, 
squeezing o u t every  d ro p  o f  ju ice .

A  m an  w ith  a bu ck et filled u p  the 
casks, w here it was left to  ferm ent 
and m ature. T h e best cider w as put 
in to  casks prev iou s ly  used for  
bran d y  o r  ru m . Pure saccharine w as 
used fo r  sweet cider. It was then 
16/ -  an ou n ce , a m an ’s w eekly  wage. 
T he best casks o f  c ider w ere kept in 
the cellar under the house.

P erry was m ade in  the sam e w ay 
using  special varieties o f  pears, 
especially  W orcester Blacks.

T he sw illings or weaker cider w ere 
put in to  b igger casks in  the drin k  
h ouse  for  the daily  ration  o f  the 
farm  w orkers. Each m an  was 
allow ed h a lf a ga llon  per day, w h ich  
they  carried  in  m iniature barrels. 
T he residue or ‘m ust’ was fed  to  the 
pigs, p o u ltry  and cattle.

H ealth m atters
Leading an o u td o o r  life w ith  p len ty  
o f  w h o lesom e  fo o d , w e w ere hardly 
ever ill, and visits to  a d o c to r  w ere 
very  unusual. C ou g h s and C o ld s  
w ere treated b y  ru b b in g  the chest
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F a r m  w o rk ers  

ta k in g  a 

b re a k  f r o m  

co llec tin g  up  

th e  s u m m e r  

hay.

w ith  g oose  grease, covered  w ith  
b ro w n  paper. M oth er  m ade her ow n  
co u g h  m ixture for  all and sundry, 
until the con tro l o n  the sale o f  drugs 
cam e in to  force . I k n o w  her recipe 
con ta in ed  laudanum , paregoric, 
liq u orice  and b lack  treacle. For a 
co ld  w e ch ildren  w ere given  a 
‘posset’ at b ed tim e ; this w as a drink  
o f  h ot m ilk , ru m  and h o n e y  and 
du rin g  the day, a drin k  w as m ade 
fr o m  b o ile d  linseed and liqu orice .

W h e n  I had an ear-ache, the centre 
o f  a sm all h ot roast o n io n  was 
inserted in  m y  ear! I d o  rem em ber 
w h en  w e had w h o o p in g  cou g h , w e 
w ere driven  to  the gas w ork s each 
day, fo r  a w eek, to  inhale the fum es 
o f  the gas tar.

W e had a m aid  w h ose  m oth er used 
cob w eb s to  stop  b leed ing.

I can  w ell recall m y  on ly  visit to  the 
d octor . I had been  sew in g  w ith  a 
rusty needle  w h ich  brok e , leaving a 
p iece  in  m y  finger. T h is w ent septic 
and had to  b e  lanced , w ith ou t any 
loca l pa in  killer. O n ly  the threat o f  
los in g  m y  finger, m ade m e  face this 
ordeal. T h is w as alarm ingly real to  
m e because, in  the D o c to r ’s surgery 
there was a gas fire bu rn in g , w ith  
p ieces o f  w hite substances, lo o k in g  
like skeleton  b on es ; and to  m e these 
w ere the b o n e s  o f  patients, w h o  had 
lost their fingers. I can  still 
rem em ber h id in g  m y  face in  m y  
M oth er ’s fur coat w hile she held 
m y  arm .

<xxx>o<c><xx><><xxx><><x><xxxxxx><x><x><xx><x><x><x><x><x><x><><><>tx><x><x><><x><xxx><x><x>o



M EM O R I E S  OF A F A R M E R ’ S D A U G H T E R

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

For tooth a ch e  a c love  was held 
against the o ffen d in g  to o th , until
a dentist cam e v isiting  the tow n  
on ce  a w eek.

B efore the First W o r ld  W ar 1914 - 
1918, sm all tow n s had  C ottage 
H ospitals, w h ich  is exactly w hat they  
w ere; sm all H ospita ls fin an ced  b y  
loca l v o lu n ta ry  subscriptions, 
legacies and gifts o f  fo o d  and clothes 
fo r  the p o o r . W ell to  d o  p eop le  had 
private nurses, nursing  h om es  and 
v isiting  d octors , d riv ing  their 
rou n d s b y  p o n y  and trap. That is 
after som eon e  had w alked or driven 
to  fetch  a d octor , there be in g  very  
few  p h on es and v ery  few  doctors . 
A lm ost all babies w ere b o r n  at 
h o m e , instead o f  g o in g  in to  hospital. 
A  resident nurse cam e fo r  a m o n th  
at least. T h e p o o r  p eop le  on ly  
had  the help  o f  a district nurse, 
o r  an am ateur m id w ife , w h en  they 
had  their babies, o ften  in  very  
crow d ed  con d ition s .

Subscribers to  the C ottage H osp ita l 
w ere a llocated  o n e  o r  tw o  days a 
year fo r  v isiting  the w ards. M y  
M oth er hated these o ffic ia l visits 
and w ou ld  take m y  sister and  m e  
w ith  her to  chat to  the patients.

W h en  w ives o f  the farm  w orkers 
had their babies, w e m ade large jugs 
o f  fine oatm eal gruel to  take to  th em  
fo r  a w eek. T h e  husbands co u ld

always get a m eal in  the k itchen  and 
the rest o f  the fam ily  w o u ld  live on  
bread  and  rabbits, m ilk  and  eggs 
fro m  the farm .

H elping the w oun d ed  
I rem em ber the C ottage H osp ita l 
d u ring  the First W o r ld  W ar w hen  
Clarissa and I, then  ab ou t seventeen 
and fifteen, w ere asked to  p lay the 
h o n k y -to n k  p ia n o  in  the w ard o f  
the w o u n d e d  soldiers, as lo u d  as w e 
cou ld , w hile  the w ou n d s  w ere be in g  
dressed in  order to  d row n  the 
scream s (an d  the language) because 
there w ere so  few  pain  killing 
rem edies. In civilian  life, in  case o f  
an accident, en ou g h  w hisky  or gin 
was given to  the v ict im  to  render 
th em  insensible; this was the 
accepted  p roced u re . Because o f  the 
appalling n u m b er  o f  w ou n d ed , 
m an y  large co u n try  h ouses w ere 
com m a n d eered  as convalescent 
h om es. O n e  near us w as at M ytton , 
w h ich  in cidenta lly  w as the h o m e  o f  
A u n t M a ry  A n n  b e fo re  she m arried

M y tto n  H ospita l.
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M y tto n  H o sp ita l in terior.

m y  U ncle. A n y  fo u r  w o u n d e d  fr o m  
M ytton  had  an in vitation  to  tea w ith  
us o n  a Sunday a ftern oon . H o w  they  
en joyed  the h o m e  m ade cakes, 
scones and ja m . M y  task was to  bake 
a sp on ge  sandw ich , w h ich  m y  
Father, teasing, called kill m e qu ick .

W o u n d e d  soldiers in  the 1914- 1918s 
w ore  sloppy, short saxe-b lue suits 
w ith  w hite revers, and w ith  as 
m u ch  crease as a pair o f  pyjam as. 
W ith  this w ent a w hite shirt and a 
scarlet tie.

Frolics w ith  the Flying C orps 
It m u st have b e e n  d u rin g  the 
farm ers’ co m p e tit io n  sh o o t  o f  1916 
o r  1917 that tw o  y o u n g  Flying 
C orp s  O fficers fr o m  Salisbury Plain, 
flew  their b i-p la n e  rather t o o  low , in  
their desire to  see w hat w as g o in g  
o n , so  th ey  crash  land ed  in  the top  
o f  a n earby  e lm  tree. A fter 
scram blin g  d o w n  and w alk ing to  the 
tow n  to  te lep h on e the dam age fro m  
the P ost O ffice , th ey  returned  to  jo in  
the even ing  party. In  fact th ey  stayed 
w ith  us fo r  a w eek, w hile  their plane

w as repaired. O n e  o f  the y ou n g  
m en  co u ld  play the p ia n o  and  the 
son g  I can rem em ber best o f  all w as 
K -k -k -K atie , w h ich  w e all sang w ith  
gusto. O n ly  those w h o  can 
rem em b er those fragile planes, w ith  
their o p e n  cock p its  (m a d e  w e used 
to  say o f  m a tch w ood , tied up w ith  
string and g lue) can  realise the great 
p ion eer in g  w ork  d o n e  b y  the Flying 
C orp s  o f  w h ich  they w ere all ju stly  
p ro u d  m em bers.

T h e  R .E .8 . a ircra ft  k n o w n  as ‘H a r r y  T a te ’.

The new  craze for m otor  cars 
A b o u t this tim e, 1912- 1913, cars 
w ere b e co m in g  m ore  co m m o n p la ce , 
and in  the sum m er, m y  cousin , 
Frank G u ild in g , w h o  was w ith  the 
T h am es C on servan cy  at Reading, 
cam e w ith  his w ife  and daughter for 
their su m m er holidays. W e all w ent 
ou t to  the top  o f  the hill to  await 
their arrival and I can still p icture 
this o p e n  four-seater ch u g -ch u g g in g  
to  get u p  the hill. M o to r  horns, fixed 
o n  the side w ere o f  m etal and 
sou n d ed  a blast w hen  the black  
rubber bu lb  w as pressed.
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1 9 1 4  P erry  8 H P  Tw o-Seater.

T h e roads w ere n o t tarm acked, just 
m ade o f  stones and gravel, ro lled  
w ith  a steam -roller. It w as quite 
usual to  see a road m an  b y  the side 
o f  a pile o f  stones o n  the grass verge, 
crack ing  th em  up  to  fill u p  the holes 
in  the road . T h ey  w ere very  dusty, so 
all the ladies w ore  dust coats to 
p rotect their cloth in g . M oth er ’s was 
m ade o f  cream  n uns veiling, edged 
w ith  insertion , threaded w ith  black  
velvet ba b y  r ib b o n . O ver the 
elaborate hats they  w ore  m o to r in g  
veils. T hese w ere m ade o f  tw o  p ieces 
o f  fine silk ch iffon , each  ab ou t a 
yard lo n g  and a fo o t  w id e , gathered 
in  the centre and tied under the 
ch in ; very  b e c o m in g  they  look ed  
to o . T h e  dust coat was later 
u n p ick ed  and the m aterial reversed 
and rem ade.

S ch o o l jou rn ey s 1914-18 
W h en  w ar was declared in  1914, 
w e d id  n o t return to  b oa rd in g  
s ch o o l, b u t w ent daily  b y  train to 
C heltenham , to  attend Pate’s

G ram m ar S ch oo l. T h is m eant 
cyclin g  tw o  m iles to  T ew kesbury 
Station, park ing ou r bikes; changing  
p la tform  and trains at A shchurch ; 
there to  b oa rd  a N orth ern  Express 
to  C heltenham , then  a dash up a 
flight o f  stone steps to  catch  a tram  
for  another m ile  or m ore , b e fore  
arriving at s ch o o l b y  n ine o ’ c lock .
In the a ftern oon  w e d id  the reverse 
jou rney , later som e  days after 
p laying h o ck e y  or tennis, then  after 
dinner, h om ew ork .

T he daily  jo u rn e y  to  sch o o l was 
even w orse  in  the w in ter tim e.
Cycles d id  n o t  have battery  lights. 
Lam ps w ere either sm all o il ones 
w ith  a w ick  o r  special lam ps w ith  
carbide. T h e base o f  the latter, 
unscrew ed and filled w ith  p ieces o f  
carbide, w h en  d a m p ed  gave o f f  an 
o b n o x io u s  sm elling  gas, w h ich  w hen  
fit gave a very  g o o d  light. Rear lights 
w ere n o t  used. T h e usual m eans o f  
ligh ting  fo r  pedestrians, o r  fo r  farm  
w orkers, was to  carry  an oil lantern 
o r  candle  lantern.

Spanish Flu
F o o d  b eca m e very  scarce, there was 
n o  o ffic ia l ration ing , as in  the 
S econ d  W orld  W ar. C o u n try  p eop le  
fared better, bu t in  tow n s there w ere 
queues fo r  everyth ing. Resistance to  
illness w as lo w  and, in  1917-18 
Spanish Flu sw ept the country.
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S ch ools  and places o f  entertainm ent 
w ere closed  and thousands died .
I w anted  to  go  to  C heltenham , bu t 
w as n o t a llow ed to  travel b y  train 
and tram  as usual, because o f  the 
risk o f  in fection . So I cycled  there 
and back , ab ou t 25 m iles in  all, 
and som eth in g  I shall always 
rem em ber is cou n tin g  13 funerals 
o n  that jou rney .

O ne o f  the saddest th ings o f  that 
war, w as w h en  the A rm y  
com m a n d eered  the hunters and 
carriage horses to  go  to  the war, 
and they  o ften  cam e ba ck  shell
sh ock ed  as d id  m a n y  o f  the y ou n g  
m en , w h o  jo in e d  u p  at eighteen.

F r e d a  on  h e r  

w e d d in g  d a y  

w ith  h e r  fa th er , 

R ich a rd .
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CONCLUSION Peace and afterwards

The 1919 Bushley Alm anac gave 
the follow ing report:

“A t  last, after weary years o f  fighting  

and bloodshed, and squandering o f  

life and wealth, Peace has returned to 

the Western lands. True, the problems 

raised by the War have not been 

solved w ithout political warfare at 

home, nor are they likely to be solved 

in the near future w ithout som e 

bloodless civil war. B u t we do not any 

longer await with anxiety the fatal 

telegram which used to tell us o f  the 

sacrifice o f  som e beloved relation or 

friend.”

O n  Peace Day, the sch oo lch ild ren  
and o ld  p eop le  w ere entertained 
at the vicarage b y  M rs C ow an . 
U nfortunately , the weather 
prevented  o u td o o r  am usem ents

and the party  had to  retire to  the 
S ch o o lro o m .

A  Peace Supper was given at the 
M oss G reen  P avilion  later o n  in 
the year to  all the m en  w h o  served 
and survived, their relations and 
friends and the parents o f  those 
w h o  had lost their lives. T h e  Squire 
was present in  the chair and  M rs 
B erens-D ow desw ell; the M isses 
B rom ley-M artin  also, retu rn ed  fr o m  
their w o rk  at the A rc  H osp ita l in  
France. Speeches w ere m a d e  and 
toasts w ere d ru n k  in  h o n o u r  o f  the 
m en  w h o  h ad  served their co u n try  
and  a m em oria l w as m a d e  o f  those 
w h o  had  g on e , never to  return.
A  pleasant even in g  w as spent w ith  
‘m usic and dancing’.

Bushley Church 
and Vicarage 

circa 1920s

82 oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

C O N C L U S I O N  : P E A C E  A N D  A F T E R W A R D S

oooooooooooooo<xxxxxxxx>ooooooo<xx>oooo<xxxx>oooo<xxxx>ooooo<xxxxxxx>oooooooooooc>

“ This pleasant evening was the 

first o f  a series which we owe to 

the foundation o f  a Social C lub for  

Bushley and the neighbourhood.

The initiation o f  the C lub is due  

to Miss Brom ley-M artin and the 

m ovem ent has been taken up heartily 

by the farmers and the whole village. 

Various ladies -  Mrs Cowan, Mrs 

Morgan, Mrs Lyndon Guilding  

and M rs George Creese, have acted 

as hostesses and 4 0  or 5 0  o f  the 

inhabitants have m et every Thursday 

evening to enjoy dancing and singing. 

I t  has been fou n d  possible, so far, 

to carry on the social meetings at a 

merely nom inal fee from  each person 

and we hope that they w ill continue 

to brighten the lives o f  many who, 

living in the country, are debarred 

from  enjoying the social amusements 

which a town supplies. These fam ily  

gatherings o f  all the classes o f  country  

people, who spend an evening 

together once a week w ithout any 

sense o f  social distinctions, should  

do m uch to draw together all the 

inhabitants and to produce that 

spirit o f  unanim ity and m utual 

understanding which is required to 

affect a satisfactory solution o f  trade 

and social problems. M ay the Social 

Club last long and flourish!”

T h e  arrival o f  peace d id  n o t  b r in g  
a return to  pre-w ar con d ition s .

A  land  fit fo r  return ing heroes was 
n o t  fit fo r  p u rp ose . 1918 to  1920 
saw  an  in fluenza  ep id em ic , w h ich  
killed  o f f  m o re  p eop le  w orld w id e  
than h ad  the fo u r  years o f  the Great 
War. T h e last D ow d esw ell Squire 
had d ied  in  1915, and a lth ough  the 
Revd. G eorg e  Berens, his nephew , 
w h o  had su cceed ed  h im , ad ded  the 
nam e o f  D ow desw ell, life w o u ld  n o t 
be  the sam e again. T h e  Pull C ou rt 
estate beset b y  taxation  and liq u id ity  
p rob lem s lacked inspirational 
leadership and the w ill to  survive. 
A lready b y  1916 the sale o f  
ou tly in g  farm s in  R ipple, L on gd on , 
H old fast and  Q ueen h ill h ad  b een  
necessary. W ith  the arrival o f  the 
Great D epression , farm  in com es 
p lu m m eted  a lon g  w ith  tenants’ 
ability to  pay their rents. A  further 
sale was necessary in  1926 and, in 
1932, the w h o le  o f  the rem ain ing 
estate w as p u t o n  the m arket. For 
the first tim e the village becam e 
o w n ed  b y  its occu pan ts .

T h e village s c h o o l d id  m anage to  
con tin u e , even  w ith ou t M r  and  M rs 
Nash to  gu id e it. N u m b ers  red uced  
as fam ilies becam e sm aller, th ou gh  
an in flu x  o f  refugee ch ildren  d u ring  
the S econ d  W o r ld  W ar created a 
tem p ora ry  increase. T h e  sch oo l 
finally  closed  in  July 1948. T he 
then  ow ner, M r  H og an , vicar o f  
B irtsm orton , requested the sch o o l
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2 4 5  p u p ils  

a g e d  f r o m  3  

to 1 8  y ea rs
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m anagers to  pay  a rental o f  £65 
PA, w h ich  the m anagers refused. 
T h e S ch oo l therefore closed .

T h e house  Pull C ou rt was 
purchased  in  1933 as a b irthday  
present fo r  D ick  Seam an, later to  
achieve fam e as a M ercedes Benz 
team  racing  driver. In 1939 he w as 
k illed  in  a racing  crash at Spa in  
B elgium , the year after w in n in g  the 
G erm an  G rand  Prix  for  M ercedes. 
H itler sent an e n o rm o u s  w reath to  
h is funeral in  L on d on . 

Subsequently, Pull C ou rt was 
purchased  in  1962 b y  C o lon e l 
T on y  Sharp as be in g  suitable for 
a b o a rd in g  sch o o l specia lising in 
ch ildren  w ith  dyslexia. R enam ed 
B red on  S ch oo l, it grew  qu ick ly  
fr o m  17 pu p ils at start up  to  over 
100 in  the early 1970s.

A lth ou g h  the Sharps have 
n o w  retired, the s c h o o l is still 
in depen den tly  o w n ed  and  is a m a in  
stream  s c h o o l w ith  a specia lisation  
in  ‘Educational Needs’ . In  2015 
there are 245 p u p ils  fr o m  3 - 18.

I f  Squire D ow d esw ell w ere to  
return  to  B ushley tod a y  he m igh t 
appreciate the fact that Bushley 
still has a s c h o o l and, that the sam e 
sou n d s o f  y ou th fu l en joym en t, 
that u sed  to  em anate fr o m  the 
V illage S ch o o l H ou se , M oss  G reen  
S h rubbery  and  the O p e n  A ir 
B athing P oo l, n o w  e ch o  a rou n d  the 
B redon  S ch o o l P laying Fields.
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BUSHLEY TODAY

P rofits fr o m  this G uide w ill be 
shared betw een  St Peter’s C hurch  
and the V illage Hall. T he C h u rch  
b u ild in g  is little altered since the 
Great W ar; h ow ever the V ica r ’s 
jo b  has changed . T oday ’s vicar, 
Chris M oss, also has respon sib ility  
fo r  L on gd on , C a stlem orton , and 
Q ueen h ill parishes. St Peter’s 
w e lcom es everyone to  its regular 
pattern  o f  Sunday services, in  
ad d ition  to  w ed d in gs and funerals 
o n  request.

T h e V illage H all bu ilt in  the 1970s 
has taken the place o f  the M oss 
G reen  P avilion  as a centre o f  
en tertainm ent fo r  the village.

W ith  a sm art n ew  in terior it is 
available fo r  m a n y  fu n ction s  at very  
reasonable rates. For sm aller events 
the V illage cricket g rou n d  C lub 
H ouse situated o n  B ushley G reen 
also o ffers a w arm  w elcom e.

C O N T A C T  DETAILS 

Chris M oss
Cmoss. lcbq@gmail. com

V illage Hall
info@bushleyhall.org.uk

Bushley Cricket C lub
bushley.play-cricket.com

St P ete r ’s C h u rc h

B u sh ley  V illa ge H a ll

B u sh ley  C rick et  C lu b
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• Ironmongers • Garden Machinery • Hardware • Plumbers Merchants ■

We are proud to be part of 
this beautifully produced publication.

Haywards is a family run business that has 
been serving the local community for over 

195 memorable years and is the oldest 
company in Tewkesbury.

126 High St, Tewkesbury, GL20 5IX

Telephone: 01684 292282
www.haywardstewkesburyltd.co.uk
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WARNERS
M O T O R  G R O U P

Warners’ first premises in Twyning, pictured in 1925.

ALL MAKES OF CARS 
SERVICED AND REPAIRED 

NEW AND USED CAR SALES 
MOTs UNDERTAKEN

Shannon Way, Tewkesbury, GL20 8ND

Telephone: 01684  297575

Proprietor: MD Warner

http://www.haywardstewkesburyltd.co.uk


The Fortham pton Estate, 
the Yorke fam ily and 

th e ir property  Agents, 
Bruton Knowles are pleased 

to support the  Bushley 
through the G reat War 

publication.

The Forthampton Estate is 

a family owned Estate and is a 

landowner in the Parish of Bushley.

Bruton Knowles manage rural estates 

throughout the UK.
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m o s a i q u e
design & digital thinking ®

v i v i d  p>r

T h e  d r e a m  t e a m . . .

Working together to deliver inspirational 
design and cutting-edge digital solutions 
with creative content. Want to know what 

we can do for your business?

Contact Paul Carter 
on 0 1 6 8 4  2 9 2 5 5 2  or 

email paul@mosaique.co.uk

The Old C handlery, St M ary's Lane,
Tewkesbury, G loucestersh ire , G L20 5SF

www.mosaique.co.uk

www.thevividconsultancy.com

mailto:paul@mosaique.co.uk
http://www.mosaique.co.uk
http://www.thevividconsultancy.com
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John Yelland & Co

Chartered Accountants

John Y ellan d  congratulates the authors o f 
T he B ushley C om m em orative G uide

B ased in the heart o f  W orcester, John Y elland  &  C o , 
Chartered A ccountants o ffe r  sensible ad vice  at reasonable fees

■i

j y
JO H N  Y E L L A N D  &  C O M P A N Y  : Chartered A ccountants 
01905 612822 : 22 Sansom e W alk, W orcester, W R 1 1LS

T e w k e sb u ry  F ie ld s
Experience a new approach to care
We believe real care is personal and 
focuses on creating a better quality of liie.
* Residential Care * Dementia Care
* Nursing Care * Respite Care
Our new dementia suite 'Meadow View' 
provides skilled and understanding care 
in a luxury home.
For more Information call 01G84 850311
The Oxhey, Tewkesbury GL20 6HP
w w w .b r ig h te r k in d . c o m / te w k e s b u r y fie ld s

A  
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brighterkind
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W e b b s
Lifestyle* Gardening * Leisure

The Midlands' prem ier Garden Centre 
Situated in the heart of W orcestershire

Proud to  support

Bushley through  the G reat W ar Publication

Webbs is a fam ily business committed to 
providing the very best for your garden and home* 

With the Midlands’ widest range o f  plants, 
our inspirational Riverside Gardens and our 

popular Restaurant and Food H a ll 
We have everything for the dedicated and 

occasional gardener alike*

Webbs, Wychbold
Worcester Road, Wychbold, Droitwich Spa 

Worcs WR5) ODG Tel: 01S27 860000

D O N 'T FORGET YOU CAN SHOP ONLINE 
AT WWW.WEBBS.CO.UK.AND ALSO 

FIND OUT ABOUT ALL OUR EVENTS HELD 
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR.

click and'̂ 1  
collected

http://www.brighterkind
http://WWW.WEBBS.CO.UK.AND
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LEDBURY ROAD MOTORS

All makes of cars 
serviced and repaired

M.O.T. TESTING *
Telephone: 01684 292361

Proprietor M r M  Kovacevic 
Bushley, nr Tewkesbury GL20 6HP
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FIREW O O D  SUPPLIERS
KEEP YOUR HOME WARM & COSY THIS WINTER 

SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS AVAILABLE NOW

Onsite Mobile Firewood Processing 
Forestry Services & Timber Extraction

Telephone: 01684 296102 Mobile: 07970 664658
Email: info@allseasonsgmltd.co.uk

www.allseasonsgmltd.co.uk
42 Bishops Walk, Forthampton, Gloucestershire, GL19 4QF • VAT Reg No. 869458361

p e r s o n a l  v a l u e s

C O U N T R Y  H O M E S
0 1 9 0 5  7 3 4 7 3 5
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mailto:info@allseasonsgmltd.co.uk
http://www.allseasonsgmltd.co.uk


r  ^
GREENWOODS

THERAPEUTIC HORTICULTURE
Constantly striving to break dow n barriers

Young Growers Project (4 -1 0  year olds)

Up to 36 x 5 hours sessions per year <
W orking in Bushley w ith  disabled and disadvantaged children 

through H orticultural Therapy and Rural Activities.

kr
OFSTED registered

Telephone: 01684 276786 Mobile: 07778 286093

e.mail: greenwoodtherhort@hotmail.co.uk

( 5 A  M A TT HALE
TREE SURGERY

I S

Full arboreal service including tree clearing, 
improvement and maintenance. Stump grinding, hedges 

and shrubs trimmed, woodland areas managed.

24 17 emergency service available 
Telephone: 01684 276786  

Mobile: 07884 380406

e.mail: matt.hale@hotmail.co.uk

k  A
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r Bredon School Remembers

ANICHOLLS 

RH TOMLINSON 

A MATTY 

DP MORGAN 

H STARLING 

AW RUSSELL COWAN

The soldiers named above were all associated 
with the Pull Court Estate and are remembered

mailto:greenwoodtherhort@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:matt.hale@hotmail.co.uk
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1914 1919.
ro  THE GLORY OF COD. * AND IN MEMORY OT THE 
MEN CONNECTED WITH _, THIS PARISH WHO FELL1 W ITH J THIS PARISH WHO FELL 

IN THF GREAT WAR
PTf 0 -  GRIFFIN 

„  W  C.HART.
.. A .L  JONES,

LTD.MORGAN lOTF Wonc* RlGT 
P V  J.T. PHIL POT. 

v>iULor Canada . -  S.Sa CE.
.. G H. STONE.

PIC T. Ba l l
-  W .Ba l l .
- H BOTTHELL.
- F. COLE.

4 » R .P .C O LE,
D A W R  COw a n .7 3 V IU L 0 *C a nada .
PtJ F. FOWLER.

N W. CEORGE
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

ALSO  IN THANKSGIVING FOR THOSE WHO SERVED AND SURVIV ED.
P 9  A .A,BLAKE.

•• C- BLAKE.
-  C.BLOXHAM.
.. A .C o l e .

. -W .C O LE.L.C1 B. h. Davis. cn c.w Davis.
PV A E .D A Y .

» G.R.FOSTER.
-  A  H,FOWLER. 

. -  J .S .F o w l e r . 
L W. FOWLER.

F.CEOROE.- d.hambling.
-  S .J . H ART.
.. C G. JONES.

PTt T .L a NE.
.. D -M AS LIN .
» A .  R .M a t t y .
-  F. M a t t y .

CAPT. D P. MORGAN. M .C .
w . Na s h .

P V  F.W. NEALE.
.. A .N ICH O LLS- 
.. C .N IC H O LLS.

"  "M IT H .
....... JTAR LING -

C 5 w . St o n e , 
l .b o m b .r .h t o m l l n s o n . 
co S '* m a .l  a  h  w a l k e r .
LH.WILKES.E R .A .R .N .

1939 + 1945
A L F R E D  JO H N  PA RK ER  TR O O PE R  -  7 “ ? HUSSARS 
C Y R IL  THOM AS W A LK E R . SAPPER -  ROYAL ENGINEERS

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old:

Age shall not weary them , nor the years condem n. 

At the going down o f the sun and in the m orning,

W e will rem em ber them.

F r o m  F o r  th e  F a llen  b y  L a u r e n c e  B in y o n  1 9 1 4
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