
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community-based Conservation of Cabulig 

and Mt. Balatukan Forest Margins  

 

Bantay Kalasan: The Case of Claveria, 

Misamis Oriental 

 

ERLINDA MALO-AY 
MAMACILA Chairperson 

 

JOPING MALO-AY 

Overall Chief, Bantay Kalasan 

 

 



MAMACILA PROFILE 

 Federation of Higaunon 
Tribes from Mat-I, 
Man-ibay, Civoleg and 
Langguyod 

 Higa-unon’ means 
always moving  

 

 Non-profit organization 
registered at SEC in 
November 7, 2005 

 

 530 Households 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Biodiversity Significance of MAMACILA’s 

CADT Area  
 

 
• Covers 17,000+ hectares 
  
• A portion lies north of Mt. 

Balatukan Range Natural Park, 
a Key Biodiversity Area. 
 

• Home to the endangered 
Philippine eagle.  
 

• Other important flora and 
fauna: wild pig, deer, wood 
pecker, macaque, wild birds, 
lauan, tanguile, apitong, 
mayapis, almon, and many 
others. 



Economic Significance   
 

 

• Headwater area of Cabulig 
Watershed, 3rd largest watershed in 
the Misamis  Oriental 

 
• the 40-km Cabulig River benefits 

several downstream industries and 
resorts. 

 
• Drains into Macajalar Bay, noted 

for its rich fishing and marine 
resources 

 
• Supports the 8MW Hydroelectric 

Power Project in Plaridel, Claveria 
that supplies power to Cagayan 
Electric Power and Light Company, 
Inc. (CEPALCO). 

Mt. 
Sumagaya 

Mt. 
Balatukan 

Range 

Cabulig 
River 



Issues  

 Degradation of remaining forests along with the 
associated loss of biodiversity; 
 

– Largely due to the creation of settlements in logged-over 
areas  

– Massive influx of migrants in search of fertile lands for 
high value crop production.  

– Lessen community knowledge about their forest 
biodiversity.  

 

 Worsening poverty situation and food insecurity   

 



Two conservation projects implemented by LFPI with 

support from PTFCF with the Higaonon tribes as the local 

community partner (2007 and 2012) 

 

 Community-based Conservation of Indigenous 
Trees Rainforestation at the Cabulig and Mt. 
Balatukan Forest Margins  

 

 Expansion of Community-Based Conservation 
of Indigenous Trees: Rainforestation at the 
Cabulig and Balatukan Forest Margins Project  



Processes Involved 

 Building local capacities on forest conservation 
and livelihood development i.e. ANR, seedlings 
propagation, abaca production etc. 

 

 Mainstreaming of project initiatives into the 
barangay and municipal local government units 

 

 Recognizing and strengthening of Bantay Kalasan 
(tribal forest guard volunteers) and secondliners 

 



Bantay Kalasan (by: Joping Malo-ay) 

  Sharing of actual experience 



Bantay Kalasan (by: Joping Malo-ay) 

  44 years old from Man-ibay, Aposkahoy, 
Claveria, Mis. Or. 

 5th child of Datu Buotan (Cristitoto Malo-ay 

 Married to An-an Manomalay and blessed 
with 5 children 

 DENR-trained Forest Ranger 

 Chairman, MHMPC (Man-ibay Higaunon 
Tribals Multi-cooperative) 

 Over-all Chief, Bantay Kalasan 



Benefits/Emerging Impact 
 Empowered IP communities on forest biodiversity conservation 

and management efforts; 
 

 Rehabilitated around 500+ hectares of denuded areas in 
Balatukan forest margins and Cabulig riparian zones; 
 

 Recognition of the role of tree vegetation (as shade = 60%) to 
ensure better growth of abaca plants. 

 

 Communities are earning substantial income from the abaca 
fiber and tree seedlings production introduced and promoted by 
the projects.  

 

 More interest and support from various groups and institutions 
including the LGUs. 

 

 Minimizes illegal forest activities especially on the presence of 
Bantay Kalasan; 

 

 

 



Sustainability 

 MLGU is providing support to BK members in 
terms of monthly honorarium and supply 
paraphernalia for monitoring. 

 

 BK second liners trained also supported by the 
MLGU.  

 

 The budget for BK is already integrated in the 
regular municipal budget since 2011. 

 

 Local communities into sustainable livelihoods 
(abaca production, agroforestry). 

 



LGU Claveria support to Bantay Kalasan 



Madakol ha Salamat !!! 


