History of Pauls Valley

The county seat of Garvin County, Oklahoma, Pauls Valley is located near the Interstate 35 juncture with
State Highway 19, fifty-seven miles south of Oklahoma City in the heart of the fertile Washita River
agricultural complex. Corn, wheat, hay, and cotton have been grown successfully in the region. With
abundant feed, available, cattle production is a major activity. Pauls Valley also hosts businesses catering to
the petroleum industry, which is secondary to agriculture in the town's economic base. In recent years, the
community has diversified its economy by recruiting manufacturers of
plastics and other products.

Pauls Valley was settled by Smith Paul, a North Carolinian and an intermarried
citizen of the Chickasaw Nation. At the confluence of Rush Creek and the
Washita River he established a plantation-sized farm shortly before the Civil
War. Soon, "Smith Paul's Large Farm" was a location to which mail was often
addressed. After the war Paul was appointed agent for the remnant bands of
Indian refugees in the Rush Creek valley. His estate, known as "Smith Paul's

Reservation," was a mail stop on a trail established by Comanche and Kiowa

1.Smith Paul

Indians as a route from Boggy Depot to Fort Sill. Official recognition as a postal
office came in 1871 with the designation as "Paul's Valley, Arkansas," a
misnomer occasioned by the fact that Indian Territory was then administered from the Western District of
Arkansas.

In 1887 the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway completed its line from Kansas to the Gulf Coast, passing
through the Rush Creek valley. Tecumseh McClure, Paul's stepson, controlled the land around the original
town site and did not want a depot there. Sam Paul, Paul's son, granted the railroad land for a station one
mile north of the settlement, with the provision that the depot be named "Smith Paul's Valley."

However, the name was too long for the station sign and was shortened to
"Paul's Valley," which was later corrupted to "Pauls Valley."

As incorporation of cities was against the laws of the Chickasaw Nation, Sam Paul had town lots platted near
the depot and, through a "town site company," sold patents to lots fronting the railroad. Merchants,
advantaged by the railroad's capacity for quickly transporting goods to and from eastern markets, turned the
community into a marketing center.

By 1890 Pauls Valley's population had grown to 396 people. Selection as a site for the U.S. Commissioner's
Court in 1895 strengthened the town, and in 1898 the population reached 1,407. The 1887 town plat was
approved by the Dawes Commission in 1903. Pauls Valley wrested status as county seat from competitors
during 1907 statehood elections when floodwaters prevented opposition voters from reaching ballot boxes.

At statehood Pauls Valley's population was 2,157. By 1930 that number had reached 4,232. Since 1960 the
population has remained nearly constant, fluctuating between 5,500 and 6,800 people. There were 6,256
residents in 2000 and 6,187 in 2010.



At the turn of the twenty-first century three Pauls Valley properties were listed in the National Register Ef
Historic Places: the Garvin County Courthouse (NR 85002758), the Santa Fe Depot (NR 85003651), and the
Pauls Valley Historic District (NR 79001993). (Michael Tower, "Pauls Valley," The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture,
okhistory.org)
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brovements outside of these Jimits will do so at their own risk, as
there is no provision protecting residents of the town in their holdings
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Surveyor.

7_7:4 rzsilinare.
*That hereafter it shall be unlawful for any person to destroy, deface, change or remove to ;
another place, any section corner, quarter section cormer, or meaunder post, on any government line of I
survey, or to cut down any witness tree, or any tree blazed to mark ‘the line of a government survey, 2
o1 to deface, change or remove any monument or bench-mark of any government Suryey. That any |
person who shall offend against any of the provisions of this paragraph shall be deemed guilty of a :
misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereaf in eny court, shell be fied ot exceeding two hundred and i
fifty dollars, or be imprisoned not more than one huadred days. A1l fines accruing nnder this paragraph
shall be paid into the Lreasury, and the informer in each case of eonviction shall be pald the sam of
twenty-five dollars,” ¢ 2g Stats., 343.)

Vidlations of this Statute will be vigorously prosecated.
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IH THY UNITTD B14079 COURT IN THZA INDIAN TRATNITORY,
BOUTHRTN DRIBTRICT AT ARDUOIE.
Jien. Hosin Tomsend, Judpge of 94%d Court.
1me undorsigned Petitionora Jenpectfuliy ropregent and
phow that thev ave reoidon$s end house holders ard quelified voters
of the town of Pauls Vallay, .in-the Southem Nistrict of the Indiwn

Territory, and.thnt it i the desizo of w large najority of the clit-
1zens of 6aid town to Lo inéor,-.orated under the laws in foreo in
endd Territory, govoming tho organization of incorporated toms,
wader the nwo of the Town of Penla Valley, sad that ALbortRerrie
Feq. Yonm. Pruitt Req, md Jno. A, Mcllure Wsq, are hexoby dosig-
pated to act as agents of sald Petitions and that nald town ko 200
inhebd tanta, '

) Fharefore Shey pray th.ut ihat pertion of the Public Domtin
of the Chickasaw Hqﬁo:; partioslnxly doseribod no conmoneing at the
talf oeotior comoyr in the Soutk boundery of Section 8, T, 7 N, K, 1
. situated about 200 fect southomst of the Co;ut H;nao in sald tomn,
md mnning theneo duo west slong oaid Heotion line, one (1) mie %o
the half secticn comor in tho fouth bovndary of fectiicn 7 of oatd T.
und R, for a plavo of boﬁmﬁinz; thance north one (1) wilo to tho
hedf rile comer on the Norxth buundary of suld feotion Buvon; thance
due mact one =md 3 (1§) miles; thones due Bouth Two wfles; shenco duo
vost ona md ¢ (1) milen to tha hulf nile comor on ho fouth bous-

dary of Soction Ripghtoan of auld Tamuhin and thener dno loxt: eno
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(1) mile to the place of beginning, be incorporated as the town of
Pauls Valley, with all the rights ond pri{rilegon of incorporated tomna
under oald lavwe, according to the plat hevewith filod =nd narked Fx "A

R. A, Bnoed '~ G. L, Guthrie
¢, 8, Ham ~ Nick Fabrenbaok
A. ¥, Allen ' Arthur UV, Foos -
W, L. Conningham Jno. A, MeClure -
Moman Pruitt ---- H. G, Bverten,
Jno, T, Clomentn E. R, Bennett,
Albert Rarmie - ¥. 0. Hannmnan,

J. E, Vontroan - H, L, Bver

J. B, Harvay ' V., L, Mller

R. M, Rogers A, E. Davanport
E., P, Bakor - ) N, N, Allon

R, ¥. Coffor %, J, Sins

R, P, Baker. . W. L. Coopor

J. V. Hewlott E. Levinson

. J. Vonler J. A MoeLowo ro
¥ . L, Sulliven - €, A, Walians -
J. A. DoGlamo ) ' ¥. ¥, Wsnatbrook
A, D, Ardrevs ¢, F. Worloy

H. L, Otewart 0, R, Chitwood *
Chno, 1., Xattlor ’ J, . Unrtin,
L. Carrolld. " ¥. A, Comelison
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Auended map to Petition for Tnecoyporation of thn town.of Paxlo Valley,
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In ye tha Incorporation c¢f the |
Town of Paule Valley, I, T. )

On thie the b?_.'h day of July, 1898 tho above owuse
camo on 1o be haard upen the origirnal petition of petitionnrs
a1d thn pretest cf Celvin J, Orant md othors and the court have
ing heard the same and boing fully sdviied in wmference thoreto,
end 3% fully appearing to the court that all of the statulary

reoqairexonts have bpnn _oouplied with by tho Petitionors and the

req:lofte number of jualifind votova reside within tho Yimia hare-

inafter dcscribed thal the limits of said zropossd down have been
accurately deogribed in sald zmotitien and argnded nap thareto an-
nexed, that the nono proponed for cald town is propor and ouffi.
ciont to diatinguish 14 fyom othors 9!‘ 1lke kird in the Indinn
Territory. 1% ie tharefor ordemd aAd ccasldered, adjudzsd md
dnoreed by ths court that $ro town of Pauls Valley in the Chicka-
asaw ¥ation In tho aauthsn.) Distriet of the Indim Rerritory, be
md the aame io heraby {ncorporatad «a a towt with w11 tha rig!ﬂ.m
amd privileasn, franchisos md fmanitios of incorporatod tevnn
undor Menw’ields Tigost of the laws of Arkwigas ad m1 other
lawo now in force in the Indlan Territory, md with tho following

doas+lbnd nonndn to-vwit:
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L Newee Fnui
Researcher: " A

C.A,
1010 Viast [ulenla
Naormun, Oblghe. u 73049

'Cormonemg at the half Section comor in the South bound-
ary of Ssction Saction E:le,ﬁt, Towsohip Three north, in Range Ono FRast
opposite the Court House in sald town amd ruamning thencs duw west one
half mile to the Southwest comer of said Section for a point of
beginning; thence munning due Nortfn on Section 1ine 8iz hundred and
five yards; thenco dun west Two hﬁndnd and Sevonty five yards; thence
due Northn Two Aundred md Seventy five yards to a half section line;
thence due %est Twe huadred and Sevonty five vards; thence due Nurih
Two hundred and Saventy five yards; thence due east Eight hundred
ma' Twsnty five yards; thence duo South Two Hundred and Zeventy five
yards to said half section line at a point Two hmdrad md S.B'V}enty
five yarde dua east from the hail ssetion comar in the west howndaxy

of sald S=ction Fighi, thenco dua Rast Sevenioen mmdrad and five

yards to a point Two Hundred and Tventy yards east of the half see-
tion comer on tha cast beundary of said geotion eight; thence dus i
south one mile, thonce dus Fest eleven hundrod yards; thodce due
gouth one fourth mils; thence duo woet one hnll mile md thence due
Norta § mile to place of boginning., #rd that safd towmn of Paula Val-
ley Ye organized 2s i incorporated tow:, )
' Done in opon.court at Ardmore, this the 9th day of July
1898, '
Hosea Towngend, Judgs.
INDIAN TRRRITORY.
SOUTHERY DISTRICT, =
1, Charles i, Qarposil, Glorz of the United Statos Court
in said district hereby cartify that ths annsxed and foregelng T¥ans-
cript of thrao pages is a tﬁe and correct copy of the original poti-
__tion to incorporate tha tom of Pauls Valloy and sajd courtt mndohsd
ag tharein recitod and Auly recorded upon ths joumal of said Court
in ny offics at Ardiorm, and t'."xut‘.tho foragoing plat, a copy of the
anended mep Tiled with said potition for ths jncorpo ratian of oaid
town. '
JIn witnons whercof, 1 horounto set nmy hand and official
seal thic the 9th day of July, 18908,
'  Chas. ¥, Capbell, Clexk.

Fridorssd: Piled for rocord July 9th, 1858 at 4 o'clock.P, H.
¢, ¥, Campball, Clark.

Min, Rec, P, pane 214,
—— "l,.
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Mnnrghon' David Alexander Rennle, 1010 West Eufaula Street, Norman, Okla 73069

frontact with she County Clerk's Offira on the 6th of July 1977 revealed the
followingt (Carvin County, Psuls Valley, Oklahoma) ;

A Roglster of Doeds - Quote:

"State of Okla }
Caster Co,’ 98

1,3, 5, Dlson, Reeister uf Noeds for
carter County, Okla do certify that the
instruxents contained in this book, from
page 1 to 671 inclunive, are true and
corract coples of the roderda for Karvin
County, as appoars of wgeoed in Cartar
Gonndy, Oklahoma,

Winess my hasd snd seal wa such Register
of Deads, this Wit: day of New A.D, 1700,

Signed: 5. 8, Tolsen
Registor of Needa
Carter Co, Dkla,"

Buch Pegloter of Deeds covered dates prior to Statehood amd were of the
Chickassw Nasion Andl [ndien Terrivory,

Taose coples thel purlained to Jazes and Alberd Rennie were copied and are

a part of this brochure:
o (Pagos aa sequenced In Bnnk = Raglatur of Moodn)

Pot 6=7= B-91Ce11-12~ 1)
1)9-120-121 = 122- 14!
149159151122
205«2074210-206+207205
21121221 20211257256
2¢9-200-261 =297

COMMENT

The Reglater of Deeds was lying on the top of one of Lha cabinets and we

ware interested it 14 preservation (ons of the employees of the County Clerk's
Dffice atateds "It had no useful vse in the operatics of thet office,t)

Wo made a suggeation that it eould be glvan 4n tae Okla Matorical Society,
Tuflan Archives Jivision (whore most of the Zhickusax Yavden Hevords wre kawt),
Thuy (the Indlun Arohives Div,) are presencly mlerofilming most of thety rocerds,

Pages rumuered ab botton with felt-tirped pin:

One thru LL!rty-two
(1-32)




AN ODE TO PAULS VALLEY

By Thomas J. Peace

In Indian lore, though they come no more,
To the Washita's winding shore,

Where tribesmen came in days of yore,
And their spirits still come to rally:

In a bequtiful, mystic, shady glen

Which is now Pauls Valley.

Where the Ranchmen, great and small,

Came in spring and in the fall,

Their mighty herds to tally:

And they linger yet for they can't forget,

These shimmering, silvery, shady glens of Pauls Valley.

Even the passerby turn away with a longing sigh,
And in their wealth, or poverty’s gally.
They come again to live and die;
In these lovely, peaceful, flowery glens
Which is Pauls Valley.
3
Though we travel afar, or fravel near.
Undying praise we hear.
Of its trade galore, from field and shop and store:
End from the earth do flow and sally.
ResparchetlDavd Matdey A stream of golden wealth
From the filos of the Indian To our busy. bustling town. Pauls Valley.

Archives, Okla Historical See.
Okla City, Okla

In our shady refreats, in church or streets,
Earnest Christian bands, we meet,

And hear God's word from pulpit or alley
In our wonderful, friendly, Christian town,
They builded for us—Pauls Valley.

The pioneer bloods, that ebb and flow

In the veins of high and low,

Will aftract you may be sure,

Though it sometimes seems to dally,

The cream of our sturdy race allure,

To these ever friendly, shady dells of Pauls Valley.

Though wars may rumble and the hills may crumble,
End some with life’s future may dally,

Yet the brain and the brawn

Of the true and the brave

Will ever quide and guard Pauls Valley.

So the pioneer spirit that never die.

Though we see them not nor hear,

Are sailing the sky in their spirit gally.

Knd lingering about their loved ones dear

And tenderly guiding their life in Pauls Valley.

On memories scroll we sometimes see.

From mountain, sea and valley,

Red, White and Black in a silent spirit rally:

O’er their peaceful, sacred burial grounds,

And where their loved ones may be found

In their lovely, peaceful, shady dells of Pauls Valley.

May God in His might, ever send us His light,

May it shine through each street and alley,

'Till everyone gives their life to God,

And praise and honor His name aloud

Tn our happy. peaceful, friendly homes in Pauls Valley.

Let come what may. dark night or bright day.

‘We must trust God’s word our fears o allay,

“Till every home is a Christian shrine we pray:

And in His care and love we live each day.

In our kindlv, neighborly, brotherly town of Pauls Valley.




Early 1900's street scene in Pauls Valley
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1900's scene on Paul Street in Pauls Valley

Photos - okgenweb.net - Pauls Valley
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Pauls Valley Beginnings Experienced by Dr. Thomas P. Howell

In 1874 | came to Pauls Valley. It was then a cross-roads trading point. | was the only doctor at Pauls Valley at
that time. Zack Gardner, a Choctaw Indian, had settled on the Washita River east of where Pauls Valley is
now, shortly after the Civil War and was founder of the first grist mill there. It was a :
water power mill, the Washita River furnishing the power. Smith Paul was one of the
first men to locate in this valley and Pauls Valley was named for him. Tom Waite, Zach
Gardner, Jimmie Gardner and several others were large farmers and they had the
contracts to sell their corn to the government at Fort Sill, for one dollar a bushel.

The life of a country doctor at that time was very hard in this newly settled country.
Pauls Valley was just far enough from the Texas line to be a rendezvous for outlaws of

every description. In the running fights between outlaws and pursuing officers and

law-abiding citizens, many were wounded and the country doctor had to lend his assistance to the wounded
of either party. There were so few doctors in this country that even the outlaws couldn't afford to be careless
and use them for targets in their free-for-all shooting scrapes. There was little money in the country in those
days. That was how | happened to start a ranch. | had to accept cattle as pay for professional services; it was
a choice of cattle or nothing. | started my ranch a few miles east of Fort Arbuckle in 1876, on Wild Horse
Creek. The two-room log house | had built still stands. | had it moved a short distance later and had the home
I now live in put on the spot where the log house did stand.

C.J. Grant and myself established the first bank in Pauls Valley. C.J. Grant, Noah Lael, Perry Froman and
myself owned the first bank in Davis. Doctor Shirley owned a general store at Cherokee Town when | came to
Pauls Valley.

(Excerpt from Indian Pioneer Paper Collection: Dr. Thomas Pitchlyn Howell, WPA Field Worker, Maurice R.
Anderson Aug 30, 1937, Interview IDs 4255 & 8346: (digital.libraries.ou.edu/cdm/ref/collection/indianpp), photo
(okgenweb.net)

Moman Pruiett on Pauls Valley

‘When Pruiett located at Pauls Valley that village was just a little wilder, a little woolier,

and a little rougher than any stomping ground in the Chickasaw Nation or any other
>

nation. It was in the period of the frontier west when a six-shooter acted as the town
clock and the sexton of the cemetery was the most important officer.

The saloons, or rather, the 'uno joints', never closed, and the merry din of the festive
liquor glass and the rattle of the festive poker chip blended together into a weird music g
that only those who have known the early days in Oklahoma appreciated as music.”

(Excerpt from "Moman Pruiett, Criminal Lawyer"), photo (Bing Images)

For more individual accounts of the early days of Pauls Valley see the Indian-Pioneer Interviews done by the
Works Progress Administration in the mid-1930s.

They can be found at the Western History Collection at the University of Oklahoma.
digital.libraries.ou.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/indianpp
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http://okgenweb.net/
https://digital.libraries.ou.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/indianpp

Pauls Valley History by the Pauls Valley Historical Society
“The Queen of the Washita” as the City of Pauls Valley was once known was one of the earliest settlements in
Indian Territory.

Smith Paul, born in 1809 in New Bern, North Carolina, lived with the Chickasaw Indians in Northwestern
Mississippi for seventeen years. On a wagon train trip to California, Paul discovered the fertile bottom land
which is now Pauls Valley. Paul described the land as “a section where the bottom land was rich and blue
stem grass grew so high that a man on horseback was almost hidden in its foliage.” The Tri-Party Treaty of
January 1, 1837 ceded this fertile part of what is now the State of Oklahoma to the Chickasaw Nation.

When the Chickasaw Indians were relocated to Indian Territory that year,
Smith Paul moved with them. He then married Ela-Teecha, a Chickasaw
Indian woman.

In 1857, the Pauls settled on the rich Garvin County bottom land which became known to locals as Smith
Paul’s Valley. The Santa Fe Railroad shortened the name to Paul’s Valley when the railroad came to town in
1887.

The railroad brought growth and prosperity to Smith Pauls Valley. The first newspaper was published in 1887.
The Pauls Valley town site was laid out in 1892. A U.S. Court house was built in 1895. The first white school in
Indian Territory was established and brick buildings were built downtown. In 1909, the streets were bricked.
Today, Pauls Valley has more brick streets than any other town in the USA.

Early Pauls Valley People

Pauls Valley Historical Society

1895 Petit Jurors of the first United States District Court held at Pauls Valley

Petit Jurors of the first United States District Court held at Pauls Valley in 1895 were, back row from left: Dick
Pruitt of Hickory Grove, J. M. Burch of Paoli, F.M. Boykin of Whitebead, W.C. Castleberry of Ada, Will
Seymour of Pauls Valley, John Paddock of Wynnewood, and Will McCarry of McGee. Front row from left are
J.W. Warlick of Whitebead, John Mentzer of Hickory Grove, George Manning of Pauls Valley, Sam Tatum of
McGee and George P. Dickerson of Davis. (photo & text okgenweb.net)


http://paulsvalley.com/for-residents/organizations/historical-society/
http://okgenweb.net/

Schools of Pauls Valley

Photos — Bing Images




1911 Pauls Valley championship girls’ basketball team.

Back row L-R: Bernice Bush, Crickett Mundell, Mabel Terry, Mytle Horne, Coach Walter Isle, Ada Saxon, Vivian
Drake, Amey Taylor and Jewell Patchell. Front row: unknown.



High School Football

Window from the past
‘Ine members of the 1932 Pauls Valley High School foothall team are seen in this photograph
contributed by Marianne Ewerl. Comprising the team were: Back Row, Red McCarty, Nathan
Stufflebean, Darold Rutier, Joe Stokes, Howard Miler, Lamar Lawson, John Hightower, Thomas
Chilton, Alan Robinson:Second Row (top) Jack Simmons, Earl McChestney, Harry Pelfrey,
Woodrow Strickland, Hailwater Hays, Albert Goldsherry, unknown, Bill Eason, Pinky Shores:
Part of row L.C. Austin, Iee Morris, Peachon Thompson; Third Row Horse Justice, Jack
Snodgrass, Unknown, Eugene Balaock, Robert Ivy, B.A. Vaughn, Jack Grimmett, Jack Ethridge,
Harold Rickey: Fourth Row (Bottom) C.J. Helvey, D.T. Melton, Ralph Stufflebean, Walter Eason
and Howard Shaley.







Around 1927-30 - My father was Albert William Goldsbury okgenweb.net

Contributed by Katie Goldsbury Horn
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Businesses of Pauls Valley Early Days

Montgomery's Restaurant

The young man in the front is Grover Cleveland Carroll, born 18 Aug 1885. You can guess how old he is in the
photo. | thought he would be older than 15. In 1900, the family was listed in the Chickasaw Nation Fed.
Census so the photo would have to be after that date? All the information on the back of the photo was:
Cleve Carroll, Montgomery's Restaurant, Pauls Valley, Ok. submitted by: Charles E. Carroll (okgenweb.net)

Here is a photo of my grandfather Leroy Preston Smith taken in PV 1900-1901. Leroy is on the left behind the
counter. Others are not known to me. He married my grandmother 4 June 1901. She had come to IT in 1898.
| have yet to determine exactly when Leroy arrived. They were married by her father John Hadden Ivy who
was a minister. The Smiths move to Coalgate before August of 1902. okgenweb.net


http://okgenweb.net/
http://okgenweb.net/

GEORGE WYATT GIBSON operated a general store and livery stables in Pauls Valley, OK, in 1896, when his daughter Mollie
was married. The photograph below belonged to Mollie Gibson Chitwood.

Could this be George W. Gibson’s store & stables in Pauls Valley, OK, around 1896 to 19007

Text & photos okgenweb.net

Submitted by Carolyn Fairall

George Wyatt Gibson operated a general store and livery stables in Pauls Valley, OK, in 1896, when his
daughter Mollie was married. The 1% photograph (possibly of scene from early Pauls Valley) to follow in
attachment, belonged to Mollie Gibson Chitwood. The 2nd photograph is of G. W. Gibson & possibly sons and
other relatives. (From collection of my grandmother, Mollie Gibson Chitwood).

George Wyatt Gibson (front row far left), three sons-in-law, and three nephews have been identified. The
occasion for this photo was probably the 1901 wedding of his nephew Wesley Oliver Henderson (center).
The four sons of George Wyatt Gibson living in Pauls Valley, OK in 1900 were: William Dennis (Dick) —
liveryman John Warren — iceman Edgar — blacksmith, Louis — salesman.


http://okgenweb.net/
mailto:fairall@earthlink.net

The three sons-in-law living in Pauls Valley in 1900, are: Charles Richard Chitwood - worked in store (top row
far left) Oliver Watson Bandy - blacksmith (top row second from left) Thomas G. Bandy - blacksmith (top row
far right). Other relatives (the 3 in middle row, L to R) are: Arthur Howard Henderson, b 1881 AR, d 1941 AR
George Chester Henderson, b 1876 AR, d 1935 OK Wesley Oliver Henderson, b 1879 AR, d OK All three are
nephews of George Wyatt Gibson. Pauls Valley Business Section 1890’s

At this time the business section of Pauls Valley was confined to a row of buildings fronting the railroad.
Merchant William Hull was a wealthy intermarried Indian Citizen. Farther up the street is the store of R. A.
Sneed. Col. Sneed was a Confederate Veteran who was to become Oklahoma's first secretary of state and
later superintendent of Platt National Park. Mr. Hull built a fine home northwest of Pauls Valley in a
community that bore his name, Hull Bend.

Next to the Hull store is the drug store of Dr. W.J. Miller and the post office. Buck Paul was then postmaster.
Other businesses were the clothing store of Smith Bradley and the Gus Whiting store. The old Gordy Hotel
was directly north of the Hull store. okgenweb.net


http://okgenweb.net/

This picture was taken in the early 1900s. | think it was taken in Garvin County. | am trying to see if anyone
can identify where it was taken and what year. | know my father helped to build the Garvin County
Courthouse, but someone thinks this may be a bank building (possibly at Wilson) or some other public
building. My father is in the picture, but | do not know the others.

Name #1 Tensley Eli COX, SR. standing in the background, in light colored overalls and hat, between the man
in the dark pants and sweater and cap and the man sitting on the barrel in the foreground. Submitted by:
Dorothy Cox Smith, E. okgenweb.net photo gallery snapshots garvin county



http://www.okgenweb.net/~photogallery/Snapshots/garvinco.htm

Families of Pauls Valley

Dolly Mae Malicoat b 10-27-1893 Indian Territory, d 12-30-1964 Pauls Valley, Garvin Co., OK bur: Antioch
Cem. md B. W. Beddo 7-03-1910 Indian Territory, he was born 12-01-1881, d. 6-12-1947Garvin Co., OK buried
Antioch Cem. Picture is of Dolly Mae Malicoat Beddo and children taken 6-14-1947. Contributed by Jean
Brand (okgenweb.net photogallery Pioneers)

Taken 1901 in Pauls Valley, Oklahoma
Photo of my grandfather and grandmother. The children are my father's brothers. My grandmother was

pregnant with my father at the time of this photo. From left to right, back row: John Oscar Gray James Rufus
Gray Owen Gray. Front row, left to right: Addie Jane (Nelms) Gray Rufus L Gray Contributed by:
graywolf49@aol.com (okgenweb.net photo gallery pioneers gray family)



mailto:JBrand@aol.com
mailto:JBrand@aol.com
http://www.okgenweb.net/~photogallery/Pioneers/dmmbeddo.html
mailto:graywolf49@aol.com
http://www.okgenweb.net/~photogallery/Pioneers/grayfam5.html

German Prisoners of War Camp
July 1944-1945, Estelle Readnour (transcribed 1/17/2017: no corrections)

“The Camp was located behind the N. Y. A. building where the National Guard property is now. All the way to
the football field for many years, before the new field was built. The area was well fenced with strong hog
wire and barbwire approximately 200 prisoners.

The N. Y. A. building was built in the 30’s {1930’s]. It was used by the Doctors, as office and also, sick bays.
Other personnel had offices there. They kept the area around very clean.

The prisoners arrived in Aug. 1944 and moved out soon after the end of war, August 14, 1945. The
information | received was that the majority of them was from Rommel’s army from Africa. There were lots
and lots of tents. The men were allowed to help farmers in their area. Farmers had Government rules to go
by-overseeing and transportation.

There were a few horses inside that they used to play Polo on. They also, planed socer a lot of course that’s
one of their choice games. No one in the neighborhood seemed to be disturbed about the camp. They felt
safe, as they knew the guards were there.

My grandparents, John W. and Lorinda Jane Darnell, owned a home directly across the street from the
middle part of the camp. My brothers, Odell Sterling, Bonnie Belle Sterling and | were raised here-almost
through high school. After our grandparents passed away we went back to Wynnewood, where we made our
homes. Our Mother and her sis and husband, Mr. and Mrs. John Scally moved into the house.

The doctors and other personnel became acquainted with the family, and dropped in often-for a free meal,
homecooked cake and cookies. The two ladies were happy to serve them home cooking, as they were away
from home.

We came up pretty often to visit our family. When the men in camp saw our little 4-5-year-old boy playing
the in the yard, three or four would come to the fence and want to talk to him. They would reach through the
fence and pat him on the head-one gave him a bar of candy. He always remembers that. I’'m sure he
reminded some of them about theirs. It seemed to cheer them up. They were very nice as far as our
association went.

Broom corn was one of the top crops in this area. Lindsay was known as “The Broom Corn Capitol of the
World.” Their slogan was “Lindsay Broom Corn Sweeps the World.” Help was scarce as so many men had
gone to war. The help from the camp was certainly a great help. Kenneth Coffey, Pauls Valley, had a broom
corn thrasher and used some of the prisoners. W. J. Loman, Pauls Valley, also, worked some of them.

Their statements to me about the help: ‘normal help-some good and some bad.’

p.s. It was located in area of National Guard builing and to the north east. It was behind NYA builidng and
insoftball park a rea in Wacker Park in Pauls Valley. The prisoners did farm work in this area for farmers who
would come and get them and teake them to their farms. Thye were paid a little for their servics and glad to
get away frm the camp and would work. They wre treated good while they were here.



Images German Prisoner of War Camp Pauls Valley




	History of Pauls Valley
	Pauls Valley Beginnings Experienced by Dr. Thomas P. Howell
	Moman Pruiett on Pauls Valley
	Pauls Valley History by the Pauls Valley Historical Society
	Early Pauls Valley People
	Schools of Pauls Valley
	1911 Pauls Valley championship girls’ basketball team.
	High School Football

	Businesses of Pauls Valley Early Days
	Families of Pauls Valley
	German Prisoners of War Camp
	Images German Prisoner of War Camp Pauls Valley



